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PREFACE. 



Of the numerous emanations from the modem press^ 
works on the East have formed no inconsiderable 
proportion; yet while each, in a greater or less 
degree, has contributed to the general stock of in- 
formation, the public interest in the subject still 
coi\tinues to be sustained. 

As the mere personal narrative of a traveller, these 
volumes would not have been added to the number 
already given to the world ; but for my belief, that I 
have seen several very interesting places and sites 
under a somewhat new aspect. 

My ideas on some of these, formed the subjects of 
papers read by me before the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, as well as the Royal 
Geographical Society ; and as they have been honoured 
with some attention by those learned bodies, I have 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE PJISSAOE OUT. 

Variable Winds and jolly Faces. — Bobbing for Whales. — 
Zcphyrus. — Gibraltar. — St. Michael*8 Cave. — Aboriginal 
Colonists. — Dom Daniel. — Zephjrus gets bolder. — Doing 
Andalusia. — Evil Communication. — Blue turned up with 
Red, and Red turned up with Blue. — Dinner-time. •— The 
Skerki. — A narrow Escape. — ^The Island that was. — Hugging 
the Point. — Anchor in Malta Harbour. — Discordant Notes. 

Through the kindness of Captain Henry Smithy 
C. B., and his officers, my nephew, the Rev. C. 
Deacon, M.A., and I, had a passage to the Mediter- 
ranean in H. M. S. Ganges, a fine 84 gunship, built 
of teak at Bombay. 

TVe sailed from Plymouth Sound on the 12th 
November, 1849. For several days we had a tantalis- 
ing alternation of adverse winds, light winds, caps 
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2 TUE DEAD SEA, ETC. 

full of wind, baffling irinda from every quarter of the 
composa — but the one desired ; jolly faces blowing 
ujKin lis from inflated clieek», all puffing their various 
objections to our going down channel. And when 
ihey had all fairly blown themselves out of breath, 
they left us in the middle of the Bay of Biscay, at 
tlie mercy of a tuvell broader than the South Downs, 
rocking to and fro, our tall masts bobbing for whales; 
in fact, rolling awfully; while the greatest sufferers 
seemed to be a legion of gouty demons imprisoned 
in the piga of ballast in the hold, who vented their 
piteous laments through every cranny in the tim- J 
bcrs and straining planks. Then we wished to ec« 
the jolly faces again, with mare's-tails or the huge I 
cumulus for nether extremities. And when the ( 
sailors had duly whistled, according to a tlme-ho- J 
noured formula, behold one came, the gentlest, the j 
beloved of all. 

*' UU balmy wing* Muspicious Zepbjr ihnket." 

He wafted us emootUy along the shores of Portugxl, 
Sunny Luaitania, Shades of Diaz and De Gaiua ! 



' The form w diicorered theCspeof Good Ilope in *.i>. H8T. ' 
The UlKr doubled it on bis Tujage to India, in ibc reign of fl 
the cnterprislnt; Dom Joam, when Porlu^'al wm at ihe i 
ofhvr maritime pow«r. 
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GIBBALTAR. 3 

the noble epirit of enterprise which you inspired 
was but for your day. It has depai-tcd for ever 
from theee coasts. The echoes of St. Vincent's Cape 
iftod Trafalgar have told in thunders how a more 
ebdunng race has seized the trident. Britannia has 
established pledges in the four corners of the world, 
tliat it shall never be wrested from her hand, or from 
that of her sons. 

The terrors of the yellow flag, England being 
then considered unclean by Spain, on account of 
the cholera, prevented our anchoring at Gibraltar, 
The Ganges was therefore "hove to" for a kw 
hours, with her head off shore ; so, as we could not 
land, we presume not to know more of this cele- 
brated rock than do our readers.' We could sec, 
however, that it ie a " fine old stone " with a yawning 
cavern halfway up, said to be the moat ancient and 
extensive of submarine tunnels. The traditions of 
ttQ nnknowD time say, that it communicated, in that 
remote day, with the opposite shore of Africa, by 
passing under the Strait of Gibraltar. The only 
presumptive evidence of the truth of this tradition 
is in the existence of the aboriginal colonists from 
that continent, whose advent may be Eu[ipoged 

* The liigbest point at the O'Hara Tower is 1408 feet, and 
['. fit MiduGl'i Cnte 1 100 feet, ubove the horizon. 
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traceable to the immigratioii of an adventurous mis- 
anthropic ape, by means of it, many dark aget 
before the arrival of Hereulee. Hia descendants are 
the only real representatives of the race in Eurojie, 
though the designation has been merited by many 
bipeds who have no legal claim to it. Other proofs 
of this must be searched for in the inaccessible ar- 
chives of the colony at the back of the rock. If, 
however, euch a high road to Dom Daniel ever ex- 
isted, the communication is now cut off by unfalhon^ 
able chasms, guarded by niephitic vapours. 

Zephynis accompanied us into the Mediterranean. 
He had become a verj- spanking fellow. We flew 
pa^t Alboran, a little iidand, on which nothing could 
stand against the wind ; even the scanty lierbage 
was laid on its beam-ends. It lies in the fairway, 
as if that old arch-mason, to whom most of the 
vagaries of nature have been attributed, bad mis- 
chievously intended with it to close the Straits 
of Gibraltar, but, finding a mistake in the measore- 
meni, he dropjied it for shame. 

Our first sunrise in the blue Mediterranean lighted 
up for us in gorgeous array the magnificent nuigc of 
tlie Alpujarraa and the Sierra Nevada, extending 
from we«i to east as far as the eye could reach. 
TiiL" peak of Mulahai^co towers over all others to 
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CONFUSION. 5 

the height of 12,762 feet above the level of the sea. 
Although 8o late in the year as the 24th Novemljer, 
little snow could be seen except on tlie highest mnge, 
In the beautiful valleys on the southern slopes, the 
last refuge of tlie unfortunate Moors, the tem- 
perature corresponded to that of June in our nor- 
thern clime. 

But we had not time to examine or to imagine the 
beauties which their descendants still sigh for ; Ze- 
pbyrua imjielled us forwards with increasing force. 
We " did " all Andalusia in an afternoon. We 
chalked our longittide on a black-board for the iu- 
fonnation of a paaeing ship, but were out of sight 
before Uic pilot could bring his telescope to bear on it. 

Zcphyrus, as usual, gathered more strength in the 
Gulf of Lyons; or rather he had changed hb aspect 
for one less gracious, " evil communication " with tlie 
vicious bite, or X. W. wind, had quite corrupted 
iam. The sea ran " mountains high ; " but our gal- 
lant ship made little hills of them, taking them at 
flying lcn[>3, to the great discomfiture of the lands- 
men of the afterguard and marines, who were 
pulling long ropes against one another with no 
ducoverable effect A sudden roU of the ship sent 
them all into the scuppers on one side ; where 
they lay a confused mass — blue turned up with 
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redy — till the aid of a reactionary roll did too 
muchy and sent them, more confused than before — 
red turned up with blue, — into the other ecuppers. 
Various and very expressive, in their quaint lan- 
guage, were the admonitions of the old sailors to 
supply themselves with "sea legs,** a very ancient 
invention, said to be the only one, that will stand in 
all weathers. 

All this was very amusing to lookers-on, and the 
habitues 'y but, when dinner-time came, they also 
thought it a serious matter, when each seemed 
bent on transferring, with as good aim as he could 
take under the circumstances, the pea-soup from his 
own plate to the lap of his vis-a-vis 'y or when 
a ^entle turkey or a coy pullet began chasing a 
brawny ham round the deck, while the dismayed 
flunkies were balancing themselves like posture 
masters, on their truant " sea-legs," with the dishes 
in their hands from which these volatiles had fled; 
moreover, great was the smash of crockery, of quarter 
luMits, and of some ribs. 

With the fate * of Her Majesty's steam vessel 

\v(»iH»'cr so recent, it was not thought advisable, on 

the aj^pronch of night, to attempt the same dangerous 

I Wn-rktMl on the Surclle Kock?, with the loss of nearly all 

till* rp'W. 
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channel. We had a fair wind ; a course was there- 
fore shaped so as to take the ship through the better- 
known northern channel. 

A mystery had long hung over this narrow part 
between Europe and Africa; and till dispelled by 
science, its almost unknown dangers might have 
furnished as plausible myths as those of Scylla and 
Charybdis, to which the neighbouring submarine vol- 
cano would have lent additional horrors. Although 
our course ought to have given us a wide berth, we 
found, in the morning, that, owing to the great per- 
versity of the current, wc were in very dangerous 
propinquity to the Skerki, or Keith's Rocks. At 
daylight they were but a little distance from our lee 
quarter, with a tremendous surf breaking over them. 
We had a very narrow escape. The Athenian sixty- 
four gunship was wrecked on these rocks in the 
beginning of this century. 

We sighted the mountainous island of Pantellaria, 
the penal settlement of the Sicilian government, 
and lost sight of it again in about " forty winks," 
during which it assumed so many forms, that we had 
rather not be called upon to swear to its identity. 
Away we flew, on the wings of the wind, aided by 
the ** goose-wings ''of tlie foresail, at increasing speed, 
as if fearing some return of the bowel complaint of 
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old Etaa might send up another isknd ' to bar our 
progress. It was a nice contrast to get Gozo and 
Malta between us aud Zephyrufl cum btgt, who had 
by this time become really too audacious. We ran 
pleasantly along their rocky shores, and "hug^ng" 
the lighthouse point, the Ganges shot ekilfiilly and 
gallantly into her berth in Malta Harbour (28th 
November), where the bells of all the churehea 
seemed of one nccord to be ringing ; but in such 
dijjcordant notes, that we could not help wishing 
that Hia Holiness the Pope, as a preliminary to the 
harmony of the Church, would give orders for his 
bella to be tuned. 

' " Gritlituu'i islnnil was thrown up from a deep sen neir tiie 
COUl of Sicllj. On the 3BtU JuoeilSSl, Capluin Swinburne, in 
pasiiDg nearly over the sput, felt several *Lock» of a sea-quake, 
proving that the cause was then !n opernlinn ; but, on the 19tli 
of the following July, the crater had accumulated to a few feet 
above the level of the Bea, and was in great MUvity, eaiittjiig 
vast volumes of ateam, ashes, and scoria?. From that time il 
gradually increased in all its dimensions, till, towards the end 
of August, it* circumference was about 3240 feet, and it* 
height 107; then, from October, various change* took pltcc, 
and il entirely disappeared in December. On the SOlh June, 
1846, it hiut sunk down to a depth of 3S fathoms." — Admiral 
SmiftKi Meditrrramrm, p. 112. 
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— Agriculture. — The Soil exotic. — Church Decorations. — 
A disinterested Guide. — Proves a Touter. — A reverend 
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restoration. — His Reverence in a Dilemma. — The Cata- 
combs. — Their great Extent. — Earlj Christians. — Clause 
in Marriage Settlementt^The Antiquities of Hngar Kheem. 

— Dried Capuchins. 

As soon as it was ascertained that we were not to be 
subject to the miseries and tedium of quarantine, 
the ship was surrounded by a swarm of small boats. 
The stem of each had the owner's name and trade 
painted in le^ble characters — " Antonio Magro, his 
bumboat,^ &c. — and on the bow the representation of 
a gay flag fluttering in a stifl* breeze. They were 
manned by two or more muscular, but small men, 
of a merry-looking, dark-eyed, swarthy race ; all of 
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them anxluue competitors for the honour and ad- 
vantage, of Buppljing to the no-less willing crews 
of Her Majesty's ship, the abundance of delieaciee, 
fruit, vegetables, &c., with which their boats were 
filled. While one man managed the craft with 
great dexterity, thrufltlng the bow into every open- 
ing that appeared to promise a nearer approach to 
the ship, or endeavoured, by jockeying hia neigh- 
bour, to have a fairer start, when permitted to come 
nlongAide, his mate, standing up, made the best of 
the little Knglish he could muster to drown all 
rival voices, and to attract the notice of the officers 
as they appeared at the gangway ; asserting that 
he remembered them as midshipmen on board 
" Bucli a ship," though now pacing the deck in the 
new dignity and uniform of lieutenanLi ; and they 
were generally right, for they are said to possess 
remarkably retentive memories. 

One boat is selected from audi former remluis-. 
cciiecs, which generally redound to the credit of the 
bualmon. 

The Maltese are not behindliand in taking ad-, 
vantage of a stranger'^ aptitude for being imposed 
on ; yet with this they combine great honesty in 
the execution of commissions. They arc frequently 
sent by the officers to get bills cashed, &c. ; and 
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never have yielded to the temptation, if they even 
experienced it, of appropriating the proceeds. 

Away from Malta, however, so many black 
sheep are found, that the race is brought into 
disrepute; and especially at Alexandria, Smyrna, 
and Constantinople they are notorious for their 
cleverness, but always in the exercise of evil, to the 
great discomfiture of Turkish officials and the em- 
barrassment of British consuls, whose protection 
they claim as British subjects ; so that Englishmen 
also come in for some of the odium. 

It may almost with truth be said, that the flags 
of foreign nations cover and give impunity to 
nearly all the rascality in Turkey. In the changes 
that must inevitably take place, when the present 
fierce struggle shall be brought to a close, it would 
be a great benefit and credit to all parties, if some 
arrangement were made to limit the rights, so much 
abused, of protection enjoyed by the foreign consuls ; 
though, to do ours justice, they use great endeavours 
to purge their chanceries. Now that Christian 
evidence is to be taken against Turks, it would be 
but fair to revise the conventions or capitulations 
by which great offenders against the laws of the 
country are frequently shielded from their just 
operation. 
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We land at Nbc-mangiare Staira; and the voci- 
ferations with which the stranger is a^eailed 
speedilj' put him in poases.sion of the meaning of 
the name of the locality, " nothing to eat." 

In the olden time the beggars used to give a 
vague and transitory character to their powers of 
fasting, by crying, " Nix mangi&re j>er cinque 
gionii, — nothing to eat for five days." How- 
ever, some niatlicniatical head discovered that this 
involved the declaration that five days ago they 
had a meal, and the daily recurrence of the de- 
claration amounts to a continuous supply of daily 
broad. Since that time, a reference is made to some 
known and glorious epoch, which may enlist the 
sympathies of eueh as have particiiiated in the 
honours of the day. " Nix m-ingiarc sin Algieri," 
or, " sin Navarino," became the fashion, (. f. nothing 
to eat since the battle of Algiers or Navarlno. The 
fixed cjKich, however, has its inconveniences, for it 
could not fail to strike the reflecting passer-by, that 
if these lui«ty beggars had attained a point so far 
below the minimum amount of requiiiiite food, and 
without detriment, tliey were not only raised above 
want, they were to be envied. 

Valelta shows a happy combination of the clean- 
liness of the north with the picturesqucnesB of 
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southern appliances. They are not usually so as- 
sociated^ except where English habits are forced 
upon the natives ; and this is most apparent at Malta 
and at Corfu. In other cases, the picturesque 
claims the aid of the opposite habit, and is appa- 
rently enhanced by the extreme of squalor. Lovers 
of this phase of the picturesque are cautioned to 
enjoy it at a distance. 

One is much struck, on entering the city of Va- 
letta, by the extreme neatness of the well-paved 
streets ; by the regularity of the handsome houses, 
each with its large jalousied balconies at every floor ; 
and by the crowds of all nations, especially those 
bordering on the Mediterranean. 

Among these may be easily distinguished the 
aboriginal inhabitant of the island; of shorter 
stature, broad-shouldered, and dark-complexioned, 
with a good-humoured smile lurking about the 
comers of his mouth. But he is ignorant and 
superstitious. For the service of the numerous 
churches, monasteries and convents there is a large 
staff of priests, friars, and nuns ; almost every fourth 
person that one meets in the streets belongs to 
some religious order or other, a black-robed priest, 
a white-robed Carmelite, a suspicious-looking Jesuit, 
friars grey, fnars black, and sisters of charity with 
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tlioir enormoiia, ugly, winged bonnets and coarae 
dark-blue dreaaes, covering, however, a great amount 
of oliarity and liunian kindness. According to a 
etatistical account, they number not less than 1400, 
and especially at Valetta, the capital of the island, 
do they aeom to congregate. He whoni the ign( 
pagan inhabitants of the island, many ages ago, 
thought was a murderer, when the viper came oul 
of the wood and fastened on his hand, waa pronounced 
to be a god when they saw no harm had liappcned, 
— to him, as their patron aaint, does the present ge- 
neration render almoat the same worship that the 
barbarous people would have offered to the ship- 
wrecked stranger. 

The princi(>al church in Valetta, howevcp, u the 
catiiedral of St. John, built in 1580 by John de 
la Cadsiiire, then grand-master of the famous military 
order of the Knights Hoepitallcra of St. John of 
Jeruaalem. Esternally it is plain and hardly at- 
tracts notice ; but the interior is goi^eous, especially 
to those first coming from the simple and unadorned 
temples of England. 

The ancient palace of the grand-master of the 
order, now the residence of hia Excellency the go- 
vernor, is well worthy of a visit ; not only on ac- 
count of iu historical interest, but for the numerous 
objects ofcuriosity it contain*. 
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The principal apartments are reached by a stair- 
cascy so broad and easy in the ascent, that a knight 
on horseback could easily have ridden up. 

The state dining-room is hung with magnificent 
tapestry, illustrative of natural history. The ani- 
mals and birds are admirably represented, and the 
colours have lost, apparently, but little of their ori- 
ginal brilliancy. 

Above the tapestry, arranged in panels just below 
the ceiling, are historical paintings of the victories 
obtained by the knights over the Ottoman fleets; 
their small, but easily-managed galleys contrasting 
with the huge, unwieldy vessels of their opponents ; 
like their little but admirably appointed island, 
defying all the power and resources of the vast 
empire. 

In a room beyond are the portraits of the three 
most illustrious grand-masters ; namely, De Lisle 
Adam, La Vallette and Vignacourt. The first is 
celebrated for the gallant defence of the island of 
Rhodes against the overwhelming forces of the 
Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent ; the se- 
cond, for having founded, and successfully defended, 
the infant settlement on this island ; the last, for 
many gallant actions in war, and for the more durable 
benefit he conferred on the city, by building an 
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aqueduct, which brings wat«r from the eastern aide 
of the island to Valetta. 

France may well he proud of having given birth 
to thcae tnily illuetrioue men, ivhose deeds in peace 
and in war will mnk them with those most worthy 
of remembrance by a grateful posterity. 

Vignacourt is represented in splendid armour, 
inlaid with gold ; and the Identical euit is preserved 
in the adjoining armoury, where enough to equip 
300 men in polished steel is arranged round the 
upper part of the room. The average size of the^e 
etiits lends some to form a lower estimate of the 
height of the men of those days than the standard 
of our army. 

Among other curiosities, are several small field- 
piecea, and some long steel tubes, which, it is said, 
would carry balls to the distance of two miles. 

The principal street runs through the city, ter- 
minating at the seaward end by the impregnable 
castle St. Elma ; and at the other by the only gate 
which gives access from the interior of the island. 
It lies, like the High-street of Edinburgh, along the 
ridge of tlie hill ; from which the steep sUreeis 
descend, on one hand to the harbour of Valetta, on 
the other to the quarantine harbour. 

In the open spaces within the walls large gra- 
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narios are excavated ; which, after having been 
empty and closed for a length of time, are dangerous 
to enter, od account of the foul air. Just before our 
visit a uinn who descended one fell dead before hia 
companiiins had time to assist him. 

The tbrtjficationa are a reproduction, on a larger 
scale, of those of Rhodes ; though the originals are 
perhape more remarkable, from the imperfect means 
thev bad Id those days. One ia much struck in both 
by the boldness of the cuttings in the solid rock for 
the moats. 

The Coltoncra lines, enclosing the suburba on the 
opposite eide of tlie harbour, have a wall remarkable 
for its graudcur and simplicity, of great height, 
cnMaiag a valley, and nnbrokeo, excepting the gate- 
way in the lowest part, which looks like the entrance 
to a beehive. 

With this wall is connected a romantic story of a 
fair lady, whose lover, a gallant knight, did not find 
favour in the eyes of her parents. As her affections 
were stronger than their remonstrances and com- 
muuU, recourse waahad to the old expedient of bolt^ 
ukI bora, which were of course duly circumvented ; 
a practice equally sanctioned by antique usages. 
The maid was confined in a room at the upper part 

I of the castle, with only the dreary prospect from 
VOL. I. c 
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this apparently inaccessible wall. However, the 
knight found means to reach his lady's lattice, by 
creeping along the cordon ledge, just a foot in 
breadth, and so varied her loiik-out. One luckless 
evening she had but just opened her window, when, 
hearing Bome one approach, she suddenly closed it 
again. As love, though he may not always be blind, 
cannot be expected to see behind him, the injudicious 
youth started hack just a hair'e-breadtli beyond a 
foot, and left his love at the top and his Ufo at the 
bottom of the wall. 

Good roads branch off in different directions from 
the gateway at the end of Strada Keale ; the Royal 
Street, The principal one is that which leads to the 
well-built Buburli called Floriana, where tliere are 
several villas belonging to English residents. There 
is also a botanical garden, wearing however, at this 
season of the year, a most melancholy appearance — 
a very hortut siccus. 

The country beyond Floriana, if such it can be 
called, is to all appearance desolate in the extreme ; 
nothing is to be aeon in any direction but the loono- 
lony of stone walla and the rubbish of quarries, 
broken here and there by the dark green of a solitai7 
carob tree, or by cubical masses of stone ; which 
on nearer inspection prove to be farm establishments; 
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or rather huts for the shelter of the husbandmen and 
cattle. 

The lines of walls, however, conceal fields, where 
the soil is of great fertility, but scarce in quantity ; 
in fact, vegetable earth can be hardly called indigenous 
to the island, for naturally the whole surface is mere 
stone ; what earth there is, industry has transported 
from Sicily. This is carefully spread on the rocks, 
and the lines of walls are to preserve it from being 
carried away by the heavy showers that fall during 
the rainy season. But of these they have less to 
complain than of the long continuance of droughts, 
when the thin covering of earth is almost calcined. 

In spite of all these adverse circumstances, the 
native industry of the Maltese, who are extremely 
attached to their poor island, enables them to pro- 
duce good vegetables, figs, carobs, and especially the 
mandarin and blood oranges, which are unequalled 
in the Mediterranean. 

The road is good and well kept ; it passes through 
numerous casals or villages, each with its church. 
Besides these, there are many scattered over the 
island, all very much alike and all remarkable for the 
beauty and highly finished decoration of the interior. 

The doors of one church, in a village called 
ESiatart, has columns and entablatures exquisitely 

c 1 
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sculptured, aa were alau those of some chapels 
within ; the lalent of the beat Italian artists haviog 
been enliHted by the pious munificence of eome 
votary, or by the death-bed repentance of soma 

There are but few trees to be seen except the 
orange, carob, and fig; tho last — our visit being ia 
December — was without leaves, while the dark foli- 
age of the others formed strong contrasts with the bril- 
liant colouring of the walls. About halfway between 
Valetta and CittA Vecchia, and a little out of the 
road on the right, are the fine plantations and gardena 
of St. Antonio ; a delightful oasis, — truly appre- 
ciated by the grateful eye in such a country and 
climate as this. The dark shadow of a cloud 
passing over them at the time produced a beautiful 
effect. 

Long before we reached the object of our walk, 
tt good-humoured-looking fellow offered his ecr^icea 
aa guide ; and though he quite agreed to our asser- 
tions, that the race of guides and ciceronos are Dcarlj 
akin to that of bores, and that we would have none 
of then), be kept witli us, talking all the while of hia 
disinterestedness and the great generosity of the 
English ; being at tho same time quite resolved on 
having an exemplification of it in his own cosei 
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and feeling inwardly persuaded that vre could not 
du without bim. 

CittA Veccliia was the ancient capital of the island ; 
but is now almost deserted for the new town Valetla, 
which, from itA situation on the ndmirable harbour, 
draws awaj most of the inhabitants Tbe principal 
bouses and palaces are unoccupied, and might be 
bad for a very trifling rent. One is very ancient, 
with beautiful gothic windows like those of the 
Palazzi) Strozzi at Florence, but are much better 
sculptured. 

A ctiloesal statue of St. Paul Has been erect«d 
on the epot where he Is suppo^d to hare preached. 

On our arrival at the door of the cathedral de- 
dicated to the great Apostle, our good-hiunourcd 
companion showed his right to join in the abuse 
of cicemoes, as tliey proved to be his cmployeni. 
Ue was a " tout«r," and handed us over to one 
of hia tnaaters, who wore a clerical habit ; but whose 
dirty (ace, grizzly beard, and greasy apjiarel did not 
exactly correspond with our English idea of the 
iBcenlutal character, or with our old proverb, tlmt 
cleanliness ia akin to godliness," which was 
evidently ignored by his Reverence. 

The cflortx he made to uphold by words the credi- 
bilitv of the miracles he related, were in ludicrous 
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contrast with the waggish espression of his counte- 
nance. 

He figured also aa Bhowman to the diSerent 
objects of veneration in the town : among them u 
the grotto where St. Paul resided three months 
when he was the guest of Publiua the chief man 
of the island. The authority for fixing on thi« 
cave HB the residence of the Apostle may fwrly be 
doubted ; for it is stated in the Acts of the Apostles 
that *' he received ua and lodged us three dayi 
courteously; who also honoured us with many 
honours, and when we departed they laded us with 
euch things as were necessary." To infer from this 
that he lived three months in a cave is rather too 
hasty a conclusion, unless indeed the inhabitants 
were all Troglodytes. Our guide asserted that the 
rock, a soft tertiary limestone, in which this cave is 
hollowed, does not dccrc^c in amount, whatever 
may be the quantity chipped away from it; that is 
to say, the cave would never become larger. There 
are abimilant marks of persons having made the 
ntlempt on a t-mall scnte; and he declared it had 
been measured, with how much accuracy he was lot 
prepared to say. When pushed hard, by our asking 
him if a masjf of stone equal to the size of the 
cavern, were to be quarried out, would the place 
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immediately fill up so as to miraculously preserve 
the proportions, he answered with a badly sup- 
pressed smile, " Ci vorrebbe tempo, — it would re- 
quire time ; " an admission sufficient for our object. 

In the chapel of a cavern is a fine statue of St. 
Paul in white marble by Gafill, the hands par- 
ticularly well sculptured : also one of the " Flagel- 
lation " in wood, brought from Khodes. The 
cathedral is a fine building, highly ornamented with 
painting, gilding, and sculpture, and monumental 
slabs in the fioor, of the richest marbles in various 
devices, with the arms of the knight whose memory 

they preserve. 

There is a Byzantine painting of St Paul, the 
badness of which is hardly concealed by silver 
drapery. 

The most curious of all the sights of Cittd 
Vecchia are undoubtedly the catacombs. Our 
guide breathed more freely here than in the mira- 
culous cavern ; and was very communicative, feeling 
tliat he had not to impose a heavier tax on our 
credulity than in common courtesy we might be 
expected to bear. He said the excavations are of 
unknown extent; reaching, he was afraid to say how 
many miles, as they had not yet been thoroughly 
explored. In addition to their extent, they are 

4 
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very intricate ; so that there is considerable danger 
of an explorer losing his way. The belief of the 
natives is, that they extend as far as Corradino, six 
or seven miles. In part confirmation of this may 
be adduced the fact, that the entrance at this end 
is called, in the language of the country, " the head 
of the pig,** and at the other " the road of the pig ; ^ 
in honour perhaps of some successful explorer, who 
has not, however, put his discoveries on record. 
The passages are hewn out of the rock, a soft 
tertiary limestone, and are roughly vaulted ; the 
places of sepulture are generally found in pairs, 
each being an oblong excavation, with the upper 
end shaped for the head ; tombs for young children 
lie indifferently side by side with those of full- 
grown people. There can be no doubt that they 
were used by the early Christians ; which the 
symbol of religion, independently of the traditions 
of the inhabitants, would go to prove. In a rude 
square chamber, which perhaps might have been 
used as a chapel, the roof is supported by a few 
columns with roughly carved capitals. Here are 
some round slabs like millstones, with a rim about 
two inches broad running round them. These are 
supposed to have been used for washing bodies 
before sepulture ; but they are too shallow and of 
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inconvenient form for such purpose. The sound 
they ghrc on being struck made the guide assert 
them to be hollow ; but this doubtless was but the 
reverberation of the cavern. 

No antiquities have been found in these cata- 
combs save a few bones. 

On emerging from our subterranean excursion^ a 
heavy and unexpected shower obliged us to take 
refuge in a small cabaret or inn, where we had the 
refection of bread, cheese and wine, and the music 
of itinerant scrapers, all equally bad. 

Over the door of a small chapel in the outskirts 
of the town was an arch of peculiar form, having 
a moulded dripstone with the comers turned 
inwards.* 

At a casale called Zeitiin, about two miles 
outside the walls of Yalctta, is a famous church, 
dedicated to San Gregorio; and once a year, on 
his fcsta day, the whole population of Malta, dressed 
in their best and gayest clothing, and riding in 
vehicles of every variety of shape, visit it to 
combine devotion and amusement So highly, in- 
deed, is this festival held in the estimation of the 
women, that in every marriage contract there is an 

^ I saw one prcciselj like it in the chief Mallam^s bouse at 
Fandab, in the interior of Africa. 
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express stipulation, binding the husband to take her 
there every year. ♦ 

Beyond Zeitdn is Marsa Scirocco, one of the 
numerous bays or coves with which the island is in- 
dented. People make villeggiature to it in the 
summer, for the amusement of fishing and feasting. 

At a distance of from seven to eight miles from 
Valetta are some extraordinary ruins, known to the 
natives by the name of Hagar Kheem, the Rock of 
Worship, situated on a height looking over the sea 
to the west. They must date from a period long 
anterior to any authentic records : some suppose 
them to have been raised by the Phoenicians, or by 
a people still more ancient. They are composed of 
huge masses of stone standing on their ends, several 
of them being not less than twenty feet long, 
accurately joined together, and arranged into several 
chambers ; the longest measuring about one hundred 
and ten feet by forty, with semicircular apses at 
each end, and nearly divided into three parts by 
walls that spring from the commencement of the 
apse on opposite sides, leaving a passage between. 
Besides this large chamber, there is a smaller one, 
also semicircular at both ends and divided in the 
same manner. Other still smaller chambers have 
only one apse. In one of these are two stone 
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tables, triangular in fonn, about three feet higfa^ 
supported by a pedestaL Near them is a stone 
altar, square at the base and circular at the top, 
where it is slightly concave. It b dotted all over 
with little holes or indentations by way of ornament. 
About the year 1837 these ruins were explored by 
Mr. Yance, when scTeral bones of men and of 
animals were discovered ; probably of victims offered 
to the gods of those times. Some other things were 
also found, such as headless figures in terra cotta, 
in grotesque attitudes, and with disproportioned 
limbs; also vessels of terra cotta and agricultural 
imjilements. The ruins somewhat resemble Druidical 
temples in their construction. There are other 
ruins not very far from these, which we did not 
visit. 

In the vaults of a Capuchin convent near Floriana 
is a collection such as is found in only two other 
places in Europe ; namely, at Kruzberg near Bonn 
on the Rhine, and at Palermo. Thb is a row of 
dried monks in niches on each side of a long vault ; 
a ghastly spectacle, and an impotent attempt to cheat 
corruption of its prey. The fatal seal b as clearly 
set upon the face of each victim, and proclaims 
victory as certainly as do the dry bones of any 
chamel house. They cannot long stave off oblivion ; 
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the oldest umong them hoa sot occupied his niche 
more than five yeara. Inevitable decay, though 
delayed for a short time, loosens the integuments ; 
and the monk, dried to a mere skeleton clothed in 
rags, fulls a. confused heap of bones on the pavement. 
They are then carefidly picked up and thrown into 
the common charnel-house of the convent. Such 
was yesterday the fate of the occupant of the only 
vacant niche. 

All individuality of feature seemed to he lost in 
the process of drying, which is very simple. The 
body is placed in a sort of sarcophagus in an adjoin- 
ing chapel, through which a strong current of dry 
lur passes. It remains there a year, when it is 
dressed and placed in the niche, to fulfil its destiny 
of decay. 

Judging from the solid figure of our guide, his 
stolid expression of countenance, and his perfect in- 
dificrencc, it was evident that he did not look for- 
ward speedily to change his condition from the 
shower to tlie shown. 

Tbc only light admitted into this chamber of 
death is ilirougb small o|H<ningB in the roof, just 
sufficient to render everything distinctly visible, 
though witii an unearthly effect, quite in keeping 
with the subjects. All tended to oppress the feel- 
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ings, 80 that it was with satisfaction that we resumed 
our stations for a time — alas^ how brief it may be I 
— among the living. Certainly^ we felt increased 
sympathy with the warmth of the bright sun and 
the cheerful hum of life, and it would have been a 
relief to us if the merry laugh of the children which 
greeted us on our return, could have reached us 
while immersed in that horrid vault. 
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GREEK ISLANDS. 



rtie French Fackcl. — The Mnunlain* of Greece at Sunrise, — 
ll^Jra. — The Focus of the Greek reTolulJonarj Spirit. — 
jEgins. — Origin of Coinngc. — The Pincus. — The GniYe« 
of Academus, — An ngreeaUo Rencontre. — A moonlight 
Wulk. -A noble Cicerone. — HJb Greek Majesty's Yacht.— 
Enibnrk for a Cruize among the Islands. — Tliu Port of Zea. 

— Refuge in aCotUge.— Three Generations. — A Zcan Maid. 
—•Porto liufTali. — The King's Pennant " h rooming;." — 
Marathon. — The Athenian Tumu Ids. — Persian Arrowhoidi, 
—The CenoUph of Mllliailes.— A Greek Shepherd. — Dolt*. 

— Desolation. — Remains of a Thentrc. — A solitary Mon- 
■rob, — Foul Winds and " Pilr-d riving." — Cope Colonna. — 
Solitude. — Ancient and modem Aultigraplis. — The RnitH 
of the Temple. — A line View. — General Knowledge rrmt 
local Experience. — Foul Winds and provoking Calms, — 
Making the Parthenon. — Herodotus itretching a little. — 
Greek Lents. — Return to Athens. 



■We sailod from Malta on Clm^tnuu day, in a stoam- 
packct belonging to the French government. Bad 
wemthcr, an uncomfortable vct»el, and, with the 
exception of the commander, a rough set of officer?, 
rendered our voyage far from agreeable. The dii 
dpUne waa " slack," and the men mode a farce of J 
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the mustering in the morning; on which occasion^ 
the surgeon examined them very carefully. 

On the morning of the 28th the weather for- 
tunately changed, and at sunrise we saw the moun- 
tains of the Peloponnesus, decked in the snow that 
had fallen during the last few days in the form of 
rain with us. Peak after peak burst into view, re- 
splendent with golden light, as each in succession 
was tinged with the first rays of the sun. We 
passed near the small island of Hydra, which at 
first appeared like a barren rock; but on sailing 
further, proofs of careful cultivation were seen, and 
the town opened out, singularly situated on a conical 
hill ; smaller eminences adjoining were crowded with 
windmills, principally for making oil, the staple 
commodity of the island. 

When disaffection towards the Turkish govern- 
ment had nearly driven the Greeks to rebellion, at 
an early period the ardent spirits in the Morea 
sought refuge in this rugged island, and, forming a 
community of bold and experienced sailors, became 
the focus of the revolutionary spirit, which, spread- 
ing to the continent, set Greece in a fiame, and 
ultimately wrought its independence, but not its 
freedom. On entering the Saronic Gulf objects 
and ideas of interest crowded upon us. The first 
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that arrested our attention was the island of ^gina. 
The t«mp!e on the summit of the mountain wa« seen 
to great advantage: twenty-two columns are still 
standing. 

This little island is entitled to respectful remem- 
brance for the maritime skill displayed by ita inha- 
bitants in the earliest times ; and for the impetus 
they gave to commerce, ita merchanta having been 
the first to substitute coined money for barter. This 
arose from the circumstance of some di shoo eat 
persons having defrauded the simple native traders 
on the shores of the Black Sea, by giving them base 
metal ; in consequence of which, the .j^ginetans 
adopted the espedient of stamping their ingola, aa a 
kind of endorsement. 

We gazed long and eagerly in the direction of 
Athens ; but the only object we could make out 
for some time was the white-waelied chapel of 
SL George, glittering in the sunshine on Mount 
Lycabcttus. At length tJie object of uuiverral 
Tcnoration rose above the horizon — the time- 
honoured Acropolis. 

As the quarantine had been lately removed, our 
vessel, on anchoring in the Pirieua, was imme- 
diately euTTounded by boats with commUtifmairtt 
from tlie hotels, «nd dragomans or interpreters. 
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^' got up " In the last style of Greek fashion^ each 
holing up the card of his master^ and expatiating 
loudly on his peculiar merits and claims over every 
other. We fortunately had been strongly recom- 
mended to the Hotel d'Orient by a friend^ which 
:>aved the trouble of discriminating where all pro- 
fessed to be the best Having signified our selection, 
the clamour ceased, the landlord quickly appeared, 
and in a trice he was seated opposite to us in a 
carriage ; and all our luggage, that had for a con- 
siderable time been running wild on the backs of as 
many porters as there were portmanteaus and carpet 
bags, was heaped about us in the crazy vehicle, and 
we set off at full gallop along a road too wide to be 
kept easily in repair, and it was as a matter of course 
totally neglected, so that, loaded as we were, every 
jolt threatened to deposit us on a softer couch in the 
mud, which thickly covered it 

So<m after leaving the Piraeus, we crossed the 
famous wall built by Cimon the son of Miltiades. 
At regular intcr^'als some of the circular towers may 
be traced on square bases, with a few courses of 
Htoues of the connecting curtain. 

Although the distance to Athens is only about 
five miles, every coachman makes a point of stopping 
at a coffee-house or wine-shop; ostensibly for the 
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benefit of the horses, for a nmn comes out of the 
shop, seizes hold of the ears of the poor hearts, pulls 
and rubs thein most unmercifully, while the driver 
dismounts from his aeat, tosses off a glass of sour red 
wine, has a little bit of gossip, and then eontinues 
his journey, flogging the poor starved creatures 
without ceasing. In approaching Athens the road 
passes through plantations of olive trees, the groves 
of Acndemus, apparently young trees, but really of 
venerable age. When Ibrahim Pacha occupied this 
plain with his army, he cut down every tree, in order 
to facilitate the movements of his cavalry, and left 
the stumps only ; but so admirably suited to the oUve 
is the soil, that they have sent forth large and 
vigorous shoots, which are now nearly as flourishing 
as the original trees. 

We had a few occasional peeps at the Acropolis, 
but from one point a fine view of it burst upon us, 
with the city and the Tonipli! of Theseus. 

The Hotel d'Orient, to wliieh we drove, had been 
the residence of King Otho during the first few years 
of his reign. He would have shown more solicitude 
for the welfare of his new kingdom if he had con- 
tented himself with lliis modest dwelling till he had 
rescued the wretched inlmbitnnta of his capital from 
dieir mud, and niieornble hovels before he built that 



A NOBLE CICERONE. 35 

Insult to good taste^ the enormous penitentiary-looking 
pile, his new palace. 

We found at the hotel the late and much lamented 
Lord Nugent, who kindly proposed to us to accom- 
pany him in a tour of some of the Greek islands, 
in a yacht that the King of Greece had lent him 
for that purpose. We gladly availed ourselves of 
his offer ; and, as he was to sail on the morrow, we 
had to make our preparations on a very short notice. 
We took a small sea stock, and engaged as our at- 
tendant a Greek named Spiro, who professed to be 
equally good as guide, cook, and sailor; the reverse 
of all of which he subsequently proved himself. 

The evening being very fine, the sky clear 
and bright, with a full moon inviting us out. 
Lord N. did us the favour to act as cicerone, and 
«how us some of the lions of the place. We first 
visited the magnificent remains of the Temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, perhaps the most glorious remains 
of ancient art It was commenced by Pericles at the 
most illustrious period in the annals of Athens ; but 
Buch was the vastness of the undertaking, that it 
remained unfinished till the reign of the Koman Em- 
peror Hadrian. From the temple to the foot of the 
Acropolis, that towered above us, walking on, we 
could see the Theatre of Bacchus, the arches and 
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porches of the Theatre of Herodes Atticus, and 
across the Agora to ihe hill of Mars, at the western 
end of the Acropolis. ^Ve returned to our hotel by 
the Temple of Theseus, charmed with our moonliglit 
ramble, and with the instructive and graphic remarks 
of our noble guide. 

The following day we embarked on board His 
Greek JInjesty's yacht the " Lion," built at )Ialta and 
named in compliment to Admiral Sir Edmund Lyons, 
the former minister. .She was of forty tons burden 
and cutter rigged ; with a captain and mate who 
wore the royal uniform, and a crew of four men. The 
accommodation below was very good, for so small a 
veseel ; but in rather a dilapidated condition, as the 
king seldom makes use of it. The wind was blowing 
90 strong right into the harbour, that wc were fain to 
make ourselves comfortable for the night by anchor- 
ing ; but it having changed early in the morning, we 
weighed about daylight and beat out as far as the 
little islind of Psyttaleia, It guards the entrance 
to the bay of Salamis, and is celebrated in history 
for the destniction of a corps of Persians by the 
Oreeks under the command of Ari«tidcB during tlut 
celebrated battle- (Crattifr.') 

Our firnt intention had been to visit tlie Temple of 
; but the wind being foul for that island, we 
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changed our course and steered along the south- 
western coast of Attica^ which seems so rugged and 
barren by nature> that one can hardly imagine it was 
otherwise even in ancient times. There is not now 
a tree to be seen fringing the mountain's side. We 
passed Cape Suniimi^the white columns of the Temple 
of Minerva brightly cutting against the dark 
mountain background^ and anchored for the night in 
a capacious port in the island of Zea^ perfectly land- 
locked. It possesses great capabilities ; but the only 
indications of commerce were to be found in a miser- 
able building called a custom-house^ a few huts^ and 
some half-dozen caiques, the boats of the country. 
We landed and set out on an excursion into the 
interior of the island. After winding along the shore 
for some time, we came to a small bay, where some 
twenty fine athletic fellows were engaged hauling in 
a seine; a bare-legged, picturesque group. Their 
chief had stationed himself on a rock, from whence he 
issued his directions. They met with small success, 
dragging to shore plenty of seaweed, but very few 
fishes. Beyond this we came to another bay, or outer 
harbour, with a small village. From it the road 
led off to the left, up the bed of a torrent, which was 
plentifully strewn with horns of rams and goats. * 

D 3 



THE DEAD SEA, ETC. 

Wbere they came from we were totally unable to 
divine, for we hardly saw a sheep in the island. 

The valley was very wild, and the road steep and 
rugged. Wc toiled up for some time, and found, as 
we advanced, that the slopea of the mountain were 
liighly cultivated in terraces, bearing orange and 
mulberry trees, interspersed with vines. The wine 
of Zea is among the best of the Greek islands A 
storm of rain coming on, forced as to look about for 
chelter ; which we found, after a lengtliened search, 
by seeing some children standing at a low door. 
They made way for us to enter, and we were hos- 
pitably received by the good woman, who oflFcred U8 
the best her house could aSbrd ; namely, some fine 
oranges, which were presented to ua by a beautiful 
black-eyed child, who, in return for the few lepttw 
(a small copper coin, twelve to a penny), kisi>ed our 
hands. There was only one room, which, however, 
was c<iually well furnished and occupie<L On one 
side were stores of provisions, culinary articles, jar8> 
gourds, amis, rude pictures of saints, with flickering 
nil lamps burning before theui, and an ample fireplace 
in the further corner. .iVlong the otlier side was m 
mattress, serving in the daytime as a divan, in the 
night as a bed, for all the three generations we saw 
collected in the hot. The woman who figured in 
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the middle term of the series was short but good- 
looking, with beautiful eyes, the mother of the child 
we noticed ; the grandfather, a picturesque, hearty, 
old Greek; grandmama could not pay us much 
attention, as she was " in the suds." This, however, 
ensured us a clean hand on taking leave ; we con- 
sequently selected her to receive a hearty shake for 
the whole family, or rather assembly, for many 
neighbours had " dropped in " to see the English 
strangers. 

One of our party made a sketch of the scene, when 
all expressed their anxiety to figure in it; but, as 
the rain had ceased, they were disappointed ; and we 
continued our road up the valley. After a toilsome 
ascent, we came in sight of the capital of the island, 
the ancient Carthoea (?), picturesquely built on the 
summit of a conical hill, so that the base of one 
house seemed to be resting on the roof of another, 
spreading out below in the valley, and covering the 
side of an adjoining hill. 

A very heavy storm of wind and rain compelled 
us to take shelter a second time, by crouching under 
a broken wall. The " Zean maids " are said to be 
very beautiful and renowned in ancient history. 
The only one we saw, displayed a back-front to the 
storm, carrying a huge bundle of sticks over her 
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shoulders, leaving only to our wlmimtioii a pair of 
sturdy naked legs and broad feet, " Ex pede," &c. 

Weighed anchor with a beautiful sunset, and tlie 
wind BtiU being unfavourable for our object of visi- 
ting the southern islands of the Aa-hipelago, we 
stood for the entrance of the Euripus, the channel 
between the island of Eubcca and the mainland. 
Anchored after sunset in the little archipelago of 
Petaltls ; a group of islands ly'^S "^^ ''^^ southern 
end of Euba>a. They afford excellent shelter, 09 we 
found during the night, in a tremendous squall. 

Above us towered the lofty mountains of Caryeto. 
These little islands, after the evacuation of the 
Turks, were bought by the Russian Consul at 
Athens from the Turkieh proprietor, who w«8 
glad to get a purchaser at any price. They 
abound in rabbits; but we saw none and were unable 
to buy provisions from the iuhabitauts. The yellow- 
cupped narcissus grows here in great quantities, and 
scented the dr with its delicious perfume. In the 
afternoon of the following day we again sailed, wish- 
ing to reach the bridge connecting Eubcca ' with the 

' Tills i,Und ia 120 niiks long, mJ 20 io its jtrcatut 

W«J,1,. ■n.e ri.,,! which ...panlM ii from Baolia b >0 

o-rrow „ ,„ ^1^ , trid^ („ ^^ j,^^^^^ ^^^^ gj^j^ 

•uppw^ to h.TB been origiiuJly e..loni»cU by PhwnicUii*. 

'•'«'•»«>•» were nniong tbc enrliwt navigaior* of Greece 
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maiDland, so important in the contests between the 
Athenians and Boeotians ; but continued bad weather 
compelled us to take refuge in the snug little harbour 
called Porto Buffali^ the existence of which could 
not be detected in running along the coast. 

It can admit only small craft ; several of which 
were moored to the shore waiting for a fair wind, 
and in the middle of them one of His Grecian 
Majesty's schooners, proudly pennantcd, though 
on the humble errand of procuring brooms for the 
palace. 

"NVe were anchored in five fathoms water. The 
port is divided by a long point or spit of sand ; evi- 
dently a landslip from the overhanging mountain, 
where the ** scar " can be seen whence came the dc- 
bris which spoiled a good harbour. 

"NVe landed, and walked a little way inland. It is 
hilly and uncultivated, though naturally fertile. The 
wild olive grows abundantly on the mountain side, 
mingled with low brushwood, and the grass affords 
excellent pasture for sheep. 

The fine outline of the distant Pentelicus formed a 
fine background to a beautiful scene. 

We found a better road on returning, though still 
requiring much toil to force a way through the tan- 
gled brushwood. 
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On the morning of the 2nd January we found 
ourselves at sunrise very near, as we thought, to the 
plains of Marathon. But the beach is very little 
above the water, and for some considerable distance 
inland it forms a marsh ; so that, viewing it from the 
sea, it was very difficult to estimate the distance.* 
The plain then rises gradually ; but it seems too 
narrow a field for so great a battle. TVe anchored 
where it may be supposed the Persian fleet was 
lying, and whence the battle which ended in the 
destruction of the land forces could be seen in all its 
fearful progress. 

The scene presented itself under the same po- 
etical aspect as that chosen by our great painter 
Turner, — a little before sunrise, when the upper 
parts of the near mountains and the more distant 
snow-clad peaks were gorgeously lighted up, while, 
beneath a strongly marked line of shadows, the 
plain, where so many brave men found their last 
narrow bed, was involved in purple gloom and mist. 
From the midst of this the tumulus erected over the 
Athenians was just visible. We made for this in- 

* The coast of Marathon was selected on account of the 
facility of landing, and the advantage of its extensive plain for 
cavalry manceuvres. — Cramer. 
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teresting point on landing ; but we had to walk a 
mile before reaching it, as the plain seemed to 
expand as we advanced. 

The tumulus is now a rugged hill about twenty- 
five feet in height ; but the rains have deeply furrowed 
its sides, and tell that originally it must have been 
considerably higher. 

A stunted thorn grows at the summit. We found 
here what the people of the country call Persian 
arrow-heads ; «. e. little pieces of flint, flat on one 
side, and sometimes bevelled on the other. As flint is 
foreign to the soil, and this is the only place where 
we noticed any, it may be, as tradition says, that these 
are fragments of the identical arrow-heads used by the 
Persians, which, after their defeat, may have been 
collected by the Greeks and heaped ovdV their own 
slain, as a fitting trophy of the victory they had 
gained, and the country they had saved.* About 
half a mile distant are the ruins of the monument 
erected by Aristides to the memory of the great 
commander; there nothing remains but a few 
squared blocks of Pentelic marble, without any 



^ *' At the battle of Marathon It is now thought that there 
was not the amazing disparity of force which some accounts 
have claimed — probably about 22,000 Greeks to 46,000 Per- 
sians.*^ — Lord Carlule<i p. 201. 
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sculpture from which the nature of the monument 
might be conjectured ; but — 

** Tanto nomini nullum par elogium." 

On walking across the plain, we found it from tluree 
to four miles broad, while in length it may be six 
miles; surrounded on the land side by lofty and 
precipitous mountains, except at the southern end 
of the plain, where there is a narrow passage be- 
tween them and the sea. This is the best road to 
Athens. Another leads over the mountains ; and here 
the brave Athenian army was drawn up, ready to 
conquer or perish in the attempt. 

The highest mountain of those that enclose the 
plain is Pentelicus. A low, near hill, named Mount 
Enoe, facS the sea. Here Pan is said to have 
stationed himself to encourage the Athenians and 
discomfit the Persians. To the right and left are 
gorges in the mountain sides. In that to the south 
is the village of Vrana. In the northern gorge, 
leading over the shoulder of Pentelicus, is the 
village Marathonisi. 

A small stream divides the plain, and forms a marsh 
at its embouchure. On the banks are groves of ole- 
anders; other parts of the plain were enamelled with 
anemones of every shade and every colour. Very 
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little was under cultivation; here and there a rough 
plough, guided by a wild-looking Greek, hardly 
turned up the earth ; but the fertility of the soil ren- 
dered labour almost superfluous. We stopped a very 
picturesque Greek shepherd boy, and made him 
stand to be sketched, to his considerable bewilder- 
ment He did not know which to admire most, the 
operation of sketching or the money and white bread 
we gave him. Apollo might have been as pictur- 
esque and as dirty when tending the flocks of King 
Admetus, and quite as simple. 

In the evening we weighed anchor, and sailed along 
the eastern coast of Attica, equally barren as the 
south-western ; and then stood across for the little 
island of Delos, the sacred isle of Apollo and Diana. 
It had formerly floated on the sea, until fixed by the 
all-powerful trident of Xeptunc, out of compassion 
to their unfortunate mother Latona, driven about by 
the persecuting jealousy of Juno. We landed, but 
nothing could exceed the desolation presented to our 
view. There is now no inhabitant, A few sheep 
and goats belonging to the adjoining island manage 
to pick up a scanty subsistence. The only remains 
of the ancient splendour of the city and its 
temples are a few shafts of fluted columns, some 
capitals and cornices, a portion of a sitting figure 



4G 



THE DEAD SEA, ETC. 



of white marble, witli parts of a foundation of some 
temple ; and on the slope of the hill the flank walls 
of a theatre of white marble, in regular couisos 
(rustic), some of the stones abutting diagonally on 
those adjoining. Besides these, a few rows of seats 
could be indistinctly traced. 

The immense heaps of ruins of small stones must 
he the remiuna of the houses of the ancient city, 
Avhich was very large and magnificent. The fragments 
are so minute, that we were at a loss to imagine wlial 
agency could have rendered the ruin so complete ; 
not only was every building thrown down, but its 
component parts were more broken up than wo have 
aeen anywhere, as if the earthquakes that have over- 
turned every tem])lc and building in this sacred spot 
had exerted some extra power to reduce them to their 
snialleet dimensions. 

Strabo says tlmt Delos became a place of great 
commercial importance after the destruction of 
Corinth, on account of the convenience of its 
port. 

The generals of Mithridates committed the great- 
est devastations here because the inhabitants would 
not espouse their cause. After this calamity it 
remained in an imjioverished ond deserted state. 
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The island has been stripped by the Russians of 
all that remained of any value. 

The prevailing rock is limestone. In it were hol- 
lowed many deep pits of a square form, now partly 
filled with water; perhaps their original desti- 
jiation. 

Mount Cynthus, from which Apollo derived his 
name of Cynthius, raises its barren head about four 
hundred feet above the plain; a bold mass of granite 
rocks, piled heap upon heap, assuming in some places 
abnost the appearance of regular courses of stone, as 
if the giants of the early Greek mythology had built it 
for a watch-tower over the surrounding islands. On 
the summit sat an eagle, the sole occupant of the 
island besides the flocks and herds. Here the soli- 
tary bird seemed to assert his sovereignty over deso- 
lation. The island was held to be so sacred, that 
the Athenians decreed that all births and deaths 
among the inhabitants should take place in the 
neighbouring island of Shenia. No dogs were al- 
lowed. {Cramer.) 

The channel that separates Dclos from the adjoin- 
ing but much larger island is very narrow, with dan- 
gerous rocks ; which render it an unsafe anchorage 
in bad weather. We therefore shifted our berth to 
the opposite shore. This probably was the spot 
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where Poiycrates, the Prince of SaraoSj stretched the 
chain across thut faatencd Deloa to Hhema ; thtoking 
perhaps that old Neptune had not rendered the iitlanil 
thoroughly immoveable by tlie blow of his trident, 
and waa tlierefore determined on removing any 
doubt upon the subject. Rhenia la also uninhabited [ 
but there are a few de.scrted houaea on the shore, 
that were used as a quarantine establishment before 
Syra was adopted. The neighbouring aod larger 
island of Alyconc has an active ]H>pulation, who 
carry on a brisk trade. 

We weighed anchor at one a.m. with a foul wind, 
which made ua paas a very uncomfortable night, ai 
tlie little '• Cultero " was a " regular pile-driver." 
Our viitct Spiru, who had made many protestationt 
on starting of his excellent cooking, and lua goud 
seamanship, was completely prostrated, both men- 
tally and jibysically ; making many a vow to bit 
patron saint, St. Spiridion never to go to sea again. 

He was thoroughly wretched, lying all day oa 
deck, unable to do anything, and every few winuteft 
drenched by the breaking of a wave over tlie bow» 
of the " Lion."" If it liad not been for Lord Xugcnt's 
excellent servant .Too, wlm could turn hia luind to 
anything, we should have fHrcil badly. 

As hja Lordship wished to reach Athens in 1 
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for the next steamer^ we were obliged to return 
sooner than we should otherwise have desired, and to 
abandon the intention of visiting the Grotto of Anti- 
paros. The wind being dead against us, we had to 
beat all day to windward, fortunately with fine ' 
weather. We did not reach the harbour of Zea 
before dark. It was well that so good shelter was 
at hand, as a heavy squall with torrents of rain came 
on as we anchored, and the wind blew in frequent 
gusts from every }K)int of the compass. The next 
day we crossed over to the mainland to visit the 
Temple of ]VDnerva at Cape Sunium. 

AVe had a stiff pull up a steep and rugged hill ere 
we reached the summit, on which stand the twelve 
remaining columns of pure white marble. They 
form an impressive landmark for the navigators of 
the^e seas ; but tlie great name of Minerva is lost in 
the undignified appellation of Cape Colonna, as if no 
interest were attached to those elegant white lines 
of marble, cutting sharp on the dark mountain 
background, beyond their value as a landmark to 
the mariner. In this way they continue to serve 
their original purpose : — 

" Where marble columns, long by time defaced, 
Mo8s-cover*d, on the lofty cape are placed." 
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In tlik land of imagination, liowever, eupersti- 
tioue associationa are handed down. The temple of 
the patroness of the ancient Greeks is the prototype 
of all the chapels, etirines, &c., of the patron sainta 
of the modern Greek and Italian sailor. 

The ground about the temple b strown with frag- 
ments of columns, large blocks of marble, all very 
much weather-worn, owing to tlie exiwsetl eituation ; 
but they want that rich mellow-brown tint, the 
general eign of (p-eat antiquity, wliich throws such 
beautiful eifecta of colour upon the ruins of build- 
inga ID leaa airy and elevated positions ; as the 
t«mplea of Theseus, Jupiter Olympius, and the 
Acropolis at Athene. 

The cyclamen, with ita pretty variegated leaf, 
grows most luxuriantly among the ruina, with the 
juniper, mastic tree, and many aromatic shrubs. 

Tlie English are reproached aa the people who 
moat aspire to that kind of immortality which 
cutting or writing tlieJr names on wood or stone 
can give. It ia an unjuat accu^tation ; the ancient 
Greeks act an example which liaa been scrupulously 
followed by their representatives, as in other ignoble 
things, and names in large and amall characters, long 
and straggling, or short and fat, according to the 
taste or skill of the engraver, arc found in abundance 
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on the marble blocks and columns; some, more 
adTcnturous, have even perilled their lives so far 
as to have climbed up to the very cornice, that at 
this height their names might have some chance 
of surviving a few years, to be read by a more 
enlightened and inquiring generation than the 
present. 

The view of the temple, from a twin eminence, 
is extremely beautiful, embracing many points of 
interest. You see the western shore of Attica in 
its entire length ; the Piraeus, the rugged outlines of 
the island of .Xgina, the more distant Salamis, and 
the mountains of the Isthmus on the opposite side 
of the bay, are all interesting features in the land- 
scape. An oppressive sense of loneliness creeps ovei- 
the mind when gazing on a noble object of the vene- 
ration of a highly civilised people, now no more ; no 
human dwellings near, not even the drowsy tinkling 
of a sheep-bell, nor the pipe of the shepherd, nor the 
song of a bird, to disturb the solemnity of the scene. 

Looking seaward, the white sail of some mistico 
may be seen beating with difficulty against adverse 
winds. Imagination may contrast with these little 
vessels the sweeping galleys of the proud Athenian 
fleets, returning in triumph to their native shores. 

On returning to the "Lion," the wind, which 
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gcemeil i>er\'ersely determined not to let us get back 
to Athens, had changed, as we thought ; and we 
began urging the gallant captain to weigh anchor. 
But he, from local knowledge of the tricks wliich 
the wind sometimes plays in these parts, old ^oIub 
perhaps not liking to give up his former wide- 
spread dominion, advisetl us to wait a little longer. 
Three Englishmen, however, deeming their collec- 
tive wisdom and opinions to be greater than the 
experience of one Greek, albeit a captain in Hia 
Hellenic Majesty's service, at lost prev^led, and the 
anchor was weighed ; but no sooner had we doubled 
the cape, or rather sneaked between it and the little 
island of Suntum, anciently called Patroclus, than 
we found the wind so dead against us, that we were 
fain to return to our old station, and wait a more 
favourable time. So the captain proved right ; but 
he enjoyed hia triumph with great modesty; very 
different to the generality of hia countrymen, who 
as a nation are cerbunly not deficient in amour 
propre. 

Unfavourable winds do not last for ever, although 
longer than our poor patience would have them ; 
and the next morning, with a. breeze leas adverse 
and a brighter sunshine, we left our anchorage ; but 
calms arc even more provoking than foul winds ; wc 
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mide Tery dow progiese, and it was not nntfl we 
had left Cape Sonnim a oonadeiable distance behind 
that we came in aght of the Acn^iolis ; so that our 
old friend Herwfetos must have taken a little license 
when he sud that the Athenian sailors, on lonnd- 
ing Cape Sonium, saw the golden hdmet and point 
of the spear of the statue of Minerra towering 
above the Parthenon. We did not aniTe in the 
harbour of the Iannis until an hour after midnight ; 
a sad disappointment to our gallant sailors, who 
missed their ^eilki on shore, this being Christmas 
day, old style. There is no nation, except perhaps 
the French, that enjoys holiday-making, dancing, 
&c., more than the Greeks. Our condolences with 
the captain for the disappointment of his wife ap- 
peared to be ill-timed. 

The crew certainly deserred a holiday, for they 
had fasted through one of their four lents m'>st 
rigidly, as we could testily ; for they ate nothing but 
bUcuit durincr all the time thev were with us. 
Without being actuated by similar motives^ we alio 
had been on short allowance the last two davs : as. 
according to Spiro's notions, we had persbted in 
poking into desolate and ugly places, instead of fre- 
quenting those where better things than old stones 
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ire to be found, and where he might have found 
ter opportnnily of marketing for our benefit 
On taking leave of the excellent old captun, we 
i some dollars for hinuelf and lus crew, to make 
for their Ulsfljipoiiitincnt, and in reoompenee for 
! cheerfulness with which they had ctnnplied with 
wishee during our little cnuHe. 
leave the description of Athens, how great it 
i, and hciw little it is, to more daeaical travellers. 
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CHAP. IV. 

MARMORICS BAT. 

Promenades at Smyrna. ~ Unhealtlij Swamps. — Tint to die 
Goremor. — Promises of Reform. ^ The Barracks. — Ban- 
ditti caught in a Trap. — Engaging a Dragoman. — Familj 
Quarrds.— Difficult Negociation. — A happy ReooDcilia&ion. 

— Embark for Rhodes. — Scio beautiful in Appearance, 
but desolate. — The late Frost. — Oranges all destroyed. 

— The GoTemment of the Island. — The Harbour. — A 
Russian Spy. — PHgrim Passengers. — Samos. — Rhodes. 

— Our kind Consul. — Visit to the Governor- GeneraL — His 

Sherbet, Pipes, and Zafs The Turkish Admiral Oanan 

Pacha. — Invited to go to Mamorice Harbour. — The Com- 
pass in the Admiral*s Iron Steamer. — Intelligence of the 
Turkish Soldiers. — The Entrance of the Harbour. — Turk- 
ish Dinner. — The Cook. — Hellenic Fortress. — The Town 
picturesque outside, wretched within. — Farmhouse. — 

— Fertile Country, but unhealthy. — Exorbitant Prices. — 
An honest Turkish OfficiaL — A Governor of the old School. 

— Lions and Tigers said to be in the Mountains. — Singers 
on Board serenaded the Fair Ones of the Town. — Returned 
to Rhodes. — The Pachas as Guests at the ConsuTs. 

To the lover of promenades Smyrna is the most 
(li.sagreeable of towns, unless he will balance the 
absence of other appliances by the advantage of 
getting a sufficient amount of fatigue in a short 
sjmce; for he will find that the rugged, broken- 
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up pavements of the streets and the roads in the 
neighbourhood contribute to this way of econo- 
miaing time. The only place where the inha- 
bitants delight to walk is to Windmill Point; a 
strip of land but little above the level of the sea, 
with the noxious swamps of the mouths of the Meles 
and the Henius in its vicinity, breeding no inconsider- 
able amount of malaria, if I may trust to some ex- 
perience in the smell of miliaria In such localities. 

To the curious traveller however, walks about 
the town and through the bazaars will compensate 
the fatigue and annoyance, by the great variety of 
costume and manners he will meet with, especially 
if he be newly from Europe. 

The brother-in-law of the sultan, Khalil Pacha, 
had recently arrived here from Aidin, the principal 
seat of government in Asm Jlinor, where His 
Highness was in a sort of honourable exile. On the 
plea of ill health, he was allowed to cliange his re- 
sidence to this city. Half the inhabitants went out 
to meet him on the occasion of his entry. 

The Britieh consul Mr, Brant having proposed to 
us to accompany him on a visit of congratulation, we 
went in full uuifoi-ni in his boat, and three dnigonians 
of the consulate in another. On landing near the 
palnC' "u fi>uiKl ei^'bt liorBCS magni6contly cajwri- 
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soned^ waiting to convey us about two hundred yards. 
We, however, declined the honour which involved 
the trouble of mounting and dismounting in so short 
a time, and preferred going on foot. John, the 
principal dragoman, with his two subordinates, led 
the way, preceded, however, by about twenty of the 
Pacha's cavasses as guard. On the staircase we were 
met by the chief aide-de-camp, and at the door of 
the reception room His Highness came forward 
and shook the consul very cordially by the hand ; 
but only vouchsafed to us a very affable bow, on 
being presented to him. 

Having pointed to a long divan, the governor 
took his seat alone on a short one at right angles 
to it, which was much more convenient for con- 
versation, he having us at his right hand. 

He did not sit ^ la Turque, but with his feet to 
the ground. In dress also there was considerable 
conformity to European manners, as his nether 
extremities were encased in a pair of light-grey 
kerseymere pantaloons and patent leather boots. 
Beneath a loose cloth pelisse of navy-blue, richly 
braided, was a tunic of fawn-coloured silk lined with 
fur. A tarbush only partially covered his head, 
and he pushed it about as if not accustomed to it. 
A magnificent order set in diamonds suspended from 
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the neck completed iiis parvre. After the usual 
inquiries about our health, &c., be apologised 
for not being able to smoke, and hoped we would 
accept the Turkish compliment of a pipe. Imme- 
diately four servants advanced at measured pace, 
with t^-hibuks, and placing the bowls on the floor at 
the projier distance, with a bend of the knee and ft 
sweep of the arm, each attendant brought the other 
end of the long cherry-stiek to the exact level of 
the mouth ; the bowls were then placed in round 
silver or plated trays. The mouth-pieces were very 
large, of fine amber set with diamonds. 

The same ceremony was performed to the drago- 
mans seated lower down, only the mouth-pieces wer« 
inferior, and they had brass trays. 

Coffee was brought by a servant to each in the 
same ceremonious way, in small porcelain cups, very 
beautifully enamelled, and placed in silver filigree 
tous-toupes. The coffee was very good, but thick 
and without sugar. Servants took away the cupa 
by placing one hand over and the other under, and 
retired backwards. 

It seemed to be reversing the order of things to 
see a non-smoking Pacha, and his European gucsta 
with pipes in their hands. However, we took no 
more whifiii than did Admiral Sir William Parker 
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when he visited the Pacha of the Dardanelles. His 
Highness accounted for not having the habit of 
smoking, by saying he was a Circassian of ^^ pure 
race ; ^ and took occasion to expatiate on the merits 
of his countrymen, rather at the expense of the 
Turks. He said they were all brave men ; to which 
I replied by saying they had given the Russians 
good reasons for being convinced of that. Where- 
upon he threw himself back on the divan, and in- 
dulged in a hearty fit of laughter. His countenance 
was good, with a fair complexion, blue eyes, and 
brown hair worn long, contrary to the Turkish custom 
of shaving the head, as we had frequent occasion to 
observe, by his fidgeting with the tarbush* His 
manner was remarkably affable, and the conversation 
was totally devoid of the inflated compliments and 
set phrases which usually figure in books as the 
staple of such interviews ; indeed, if it had not been 
for the occasional intervention of the dragoman, 
who rendered his remarks in English, French, or 
Italian indifferently, it was precisely what one might 
have expected in conversing with a well-bred man. 
His Highness understands a little of both the latter 
languages ; and when he could make out the purport 
of our observations, he usually answered himself. 
He said he had suffered much from fevers, caused 
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by the great heat of the climate of Aidin, tlie tem- 
perature of which was sometimea m high aa 112° 
Fahrenheit in the shade. 

He took great interest in naval affairs, especially 
in slcam-vesacls, having been formerly Capidan 
Pacha. The regret he felt at the death of Captain 
Glasscock, E.N., was expressed very feelingly. 

The late governor had suffered things to take 
their course in the town, without interfering for 
good or for evil. His Highness imitated him in 
one thing, namely, in the great improvements he 
promised, and particularly he declared his determina- 
tion to have the city thoroughly cleansed. " The 
Turks," he said, " did not understand the merit 
of cleanliness." But in the case of Smyrna the 
Frank and Greek quarters are the most dirty ; 
for the Turkish being in the upper part of the town, 
all their filth is washed down to tlie level parts, 
where it stagnates ; and it is surpriaing that the city 
is not more unhealthy. 

A boon that is always expected from the new 
governor, and is duly promised, is that the extortion 
of the butchers should at least be kept within mode- 
rate bounds. They have, it is said, collected a large 
sum of money to present to the Pacha ; if he refuse 
it. tlie meat will be lowered by one-half as he 



TISIT TO THE BABBACK9. 61 

promised ; but if the temptation should prove too 
great, then the people must suffer. 

The apartments were very simply furnished with 
divans and two tables, on one of which was a hand- 
some writing-desk ; and a thermometer was hanging 
on the wall. There was nothing else that I re- 
member. 

On our retiring, he accompanied us to the door, 
and shook us all cordially by the hand. 

We next visited the Pacha in command of the 
garrison, who lives in apartments of the barracks 
adjoining the government house. 

His Excellency received us in a small room, but 
well furnished in the European fashion. 

We had the same compliment of pipes, &c., but 
in less state, and presented by only one attendant. 
The coffee, however, was sweetened. 

The medical officer of the establishment accom- 
panied us round the barracks. They are very airy, 
with spacious corridors running the whole length 
of the building, into which the sleeping-rooms of the 
soldiers all open. They are intended to accom- 
modate one company each ; but in cold weather the 
beds were put close together, so as to have more 
men in the room, to keep one another warm. Every 
man has a locker at the head of his bed, to stow 
away his kit An iron brazier was in every room. 
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The soldiers seemed M be a very inferior specimen 
of the genui. Two lai^e exercising grounds are 
attached to the barracks. There are now only six 
hundred men, though four thousand could be accom- 
modated. The general promiaed me a. review of the 
troopa ; which, however, did not come off. The 
medical officer assured me that, neither in the town 
nor in the barrack, were there many fatal cases of 
cholera when it was pre\'alent. 

Few towns are cursed with so many bad 
characters as Smyrna. They are principally Greeks 
and lonians, who perform the moat atrocious act* 
with impunity ; as, even when committed iu the 
open day, people are so afraid of them, that they 
■will not give evidence ; or the miscreants purchase 
the protection of a foreign flag, principally Greek 
and Russian, and the consuls rescue them from 
the hands of justice. Thus, recognised murderers 
walk about the streets without fear of the law, and 
make the outskirts dangerous.' Two instances 

' " However plcuant the environs of Smyrna ma; be, tliejr 
are Rt present practicaJljr denitHl to tbe enjnruicnt of it* in- 
tubitants ; a population of liS0,000 is now coopeil up within itt 
wall* bj some six robbers, who occupj nnil command th« 
couDtr; iriibonL The chief of this band is Yini Kntcrgi, or 
Joho the Postman. The reiidents are frequenily carried up 
into the mountains for ransom. Mr. Whittle has been threat- 
ened, and is obliged to keep four or fiva Turkish guards in 
Iiit hon*e at Bonmahkt." — X«n/ CarluU, p. 129. 
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occurred during my stay. In the first, a child was 
carried to the mountains, and a large ransom 
demanded from the father, who could only collect 
half, which was refused. The unhappy parent then 
applied to the govemment, and a party of soldiers 
was sent in pursuit; but they were so slow, and 
took their measures so badly, that the rascals had 
time to escape, leaving, however, the poor boy, with 
his throat cut, lying across the path his father would 
have to traverse. 

The other was on a grander and bolder scale. 
A band of robbers having ascertained that the 
Austrian consul had a large smn of money in his 
house, induced a servant, by threats or bribes, 
to let them in on a preconcerted signal. The 
young man being seized with remorse, acquainted 
his master with the plot, who told him to keep 
his engagement, but enjoined secrecy. In the 
meantime he introduced some resolute cavasses, 
or policemen, into his house. The fellows suc- 
ceeded in scaling the walls, and when the door was 
opened, as they thought, to admit them, the 
cavasses fired. Two made their escape, and cut 
off the retreat of their four companions by drawing 
the ladder after them. The others defended them- 
selves desperately, especially one, who, being a 
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French fencing master, mnde good use of hia sword. 
They were, however, all killed, and the cavasses 
escaped with only slight wounds. 

March. As the favourable Hcasou approached for 
commencing a long projected tour in I^ycla, it 
become necessary, nniong other preparations, to 
look out for a good dragoman. ' I had frequently 
epoken to one who waited on us at the hotel, 
but he always seemed to evade the suliject. At 
lo^t he, Jdnnaka, frankly confessed, that as he had 
never been in the country, he did not like to 
undertake the responsibility of guiding us ; but the 
principal reason was, that he would then he standing 
in the way of the only dragoman who knew Lycia 
well, having been there frequently. At the some 
time lie thought it his duly to apprise me, that 
the person alluded to was now " under a cloud," 
having unfortunately lost his character, then his 
work, and, to sum up all, with the fabe logic that 
too often misleads the miserable, had sought con- 
solation in inebriety. lie was, however, sent for, and 
proved to be Panagliioiti, the faithful servant who had 
accompanied Sir Charles Fellows in all his explora- 
tions in Lycia, and of whom Sir Charles spoke to me in 

' Tnrgtnan ii pcrhnpi ibc correct word. 
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England in the highest terms. He was now in a 
pitiable state, the very picture of wretchedness and 
shame. To his pretty wife and children, of whom 
he was very fond, he had behaved as most drunkards 
do, and thus had drawn upon himself the severe 
punishment of separation from them, by the bishop's 
order. The power of the Greek bishops over their 
flocks is very great. 

I made great inquiry about the circumstances 
relating to the poor fellow's downfal; and found 
that the plausible story which he told me was 
confiniied, in the main points, by Mr. Van Laneps, 
the Dutch consul and banker, who said he thought 
his last master had been too hard in taxing him, 
not with dishonest V exactlv, but with overreachinjr 
him in the matter of purchasing ancient coins of 
Lycia. He pitied the poor man, who was suffi- 
ciently punished, for after the charges his late 
master had made against him, and which could not 
be recalled, as he was dead, he could procure no 
employment. He thought that if I would trj^ him 
I should have no reason to repent it ; in which all 
the dragomans joined. They indeed implored me 
to take him with me ; which I thought very 
creditable and disinterested on their parts. M. 
Mille, the excellent landlonl of the hotel where we 
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had been comfortable eo long, was willing to be 
Borety for him. Hie first thing to be done was to 
get the bishop's ban taken ofi* him^ so that he might 
be reconciled to his wife. This was done through 
the intervention of mutual friends, and they both 
came to thank me» radiant with joy. The poor 
fellow's whole appearance was so changed^ that I 
augured well of his heart, and took it as a guarantee. 
I engaged him at a dollar a day. He had the 
canteen which Sir C. Fellows had given him. In 
all his distress he had clung to this as a talisman 
which should bring him employment. There was no 
tent to be purchased in all Smyrna, but the 
governor, Khalil Pasha, kindly offereil to lend one ; 
which proved to be a Pacha's marquee; a magni- 
ficent affiur, that would have required half a dozen 
mules to carry it, besides entailing no end of 
bakshish for the ostentation. One of humbler 
api)eamnce and dimensions was chosen ; a simple 
bell tent, painted green outside, as are all the 
government tents. It was a very comfortable size 
for two cariHJts to be spread inside. These, with a 
little fold-up board to serve as a table on the 
canteen, was all our furniture. We set about 
laying in our stock of provisions ; which was soon 
done, as we proposed to make our chief luxu- 
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ries to consist in being independent of factitious 
wants. 

March 25. We embarked in the afternoon in an 
Austrian steamer, but with a furious sirocco wind, 
which did not permit us to go further than the 
outer castle ; a low structure, with some enormous 
guns peeping out from great holes in the walls, 
and apparently lying on the groimd. 

At seven o'clock the next morning we were 
lying off the town and suburb Vrondado, in the 
beautiful island of Scio. The view from on board 
fully justified the glowing descriptions we had heard 
of it. Like all towns in warm climates, its exterior 
appearance was most brilliant and imposing. But 
a more careful examination with a telescope revealed 
the ruinous condition of houses which looked so 
brightly at a distance ; ail caused by the rebellions 
in 1822-26, when the Turks committed the greatest 
ravages. Many of the houses had nothing left but 
the bare walls, while others were in heaps of ruins. 
On that fatal occasion the male part of the popu- 
lation who could not make a timely escape were 
all butchered. The women and children were sold 
as slaves. Some of the last were purchased or re- 
deemed by humane Americans or Englishmen, and 
educated by them. Pangalaki, whom we knew at 
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Smyrna, was one of these. He was brought up 
in America by his kind protector, and remained 
there twelve years. He then returned to Smyrna, 
to take care of his widowed mother and sisters, 
whom he partly supported by teaching the modem 
Greek langoage' to English Philhellenes. The 
Bev. Mr. Lewis, the chaplain at Smyrna, like- 
wise rescued two little unfortunates. Mr. Barker 
also purchased one, who afterwards became his 
daughter-in-law. 

The island was just beginning to recover from 
its disasters; but the last severe winter caused 
immense damage to the orange, lemon, and mastic 
trees. 

The ordinary export of oranges and lemons 
was about 3,000,000 of piastres annually ; but it 
will require many years before they can recover 
from the cflTects of the frost, if even the trees have 
any vitality left in them. The greater part had 
been cut down nearly to the roots, in the hope that 
they would shoot out in the spring. 

The southern part of the island exclusively pro- 
duces mastic. It has been tried at the north end 
without success. This is the appanage of the 
Validc'h Sultana, or the sultan's mother ; who for- 
merly used to receive half the produce in kind, but 
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it has been commuted for a tax of five piastres the oka, 
which fetches a price of sixty or seventy piastres. 
Other produce pays a tax of twelve per cent., and it 
is rumoured that tliis will include that of mastic. 

The government is vested in a Turkish governor 
and three Greek councillors, who are named by 
the Porte ; but the latter have so much influence 
at Constantinople, that they can obtain the dis- 
missal of an obnoxious governor, if he will not 
be subservient to them. The " Council of Three '* 
rule with despotic power, and with a strong hand, 
though with very small means in police force. 
The jxiople are all obliged to be in their houses at 
eight o'clock, in order to prevent the frequent brawls, 
to which the Sciotcs are addicted when in their cups ; 
but there is generally more noise than mischief in 
these little affairs ; for although the knife is frequently 
drawn, the quarrel seldom occasions loss of life. 

The men are enteri)rising, and are to be found all 
over the East, seeking tlieir fortunes, but are mostly 
engaged as marmers. 

The little harbour has been good, and might be 
again made so, if a little expense were laid out in 
clearing and repairing it. The mole is so dilapi- 
dated, that it is now reduced to the level of the 
water, which breaks over it in bad weather. 
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The Greeks throw all the blame on the Turkish 
governor for the negleet, which is, in ray oiiinion, 
fnirly chargeable on themaelvee, aa they are so little 
oppressed. The town, with (he adjacent village or 
suburb, Vrondado, and the numerous villas, cover 
a great extent of country, being much interspersed 
with gardens crowning all the secondary hills, 
brilliant when I saw it with the full green of the 
spring, and backed by a steep and lofty range of 
mountains. A passenger, who proved to be a 
Russian general, though we did not find out his 
rank till afterwards, gave me some account of the 
statistics of the island, about wliieh it appears he 
had been making inqiiir}' ; it differed in some 
rcapecta from that of my first informant, the son of 
the Austrian consul. He said the fixed tribute 
paid to the Valldch Sullana was 800,000 piastres 
from the mastic districts, and that other parts juiitl 
little. He confirmed the account of the almost 
independent state of the isknd. There are only 
about 500 Turks, and the governor is a cypher. 

There were about 200 pilgrim passengere in the 
steamer, all on deck. The quarter-deck was divided, 
fore and aft, by a railing, the starboard side being 
reaen-ed as a promenade for the first-dasa pas- 
sengers. It was, however, frequently invaded by 
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otliers, who could not be made to understand the 
necessity for this distinction. The port side was 
covered with an awning, or rather a canvas roof; 
and the deck there was strewed with mattresses 
and cusluons, crowded with the second or deck 
passengers, men, women, and children, surrounded 
by their provisions, cooking utensils, &c. Their 
wardrobes appeared to be principally on their backs, 
a motley costume, though the greater number of 
the women wore a tunic and loose Turkish trowsers, 
both of very fine brown woollen cloth, neatly braided; 
man's attire, assimacd for the occasion. They were 
nearly all Armenian pilgrims from the interior of 
Anatolia going to Jerusalem, but they used the 
Turkish language. All other parts of the vessel were 
strewn with these pious people of inferior grades ; 
and, considering the immense discomfort of their 
novel position, every one seemed cheerful. I ob- 
served that the men were remarkably attentive to 
the women and children. 

A young Armenian was on his second pilgrimage. 
He wore the European costume, and displayed a gay 
waistcoat in rags. He was communicative, having 
the advantage of speaking a little French ; and, in 
spite of the waistcoat, he gave me to understand 
that he was a personage of consequence in his own 
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oonntiy, his brother being minister for foreign 
affiurs in Persia. Tfaile Armenians generally, and 
especially the women, who wore no veils, were 
Tery ugly, with the exception of two young girls. 

There were also a few Turks on board. The after- 
part of the port-side of the deck was partitioned off 
for their ladies and their attendants. One, the oldest 
among them, had a grandson in office at Beriit, and 
she went annually in this vessel to receive her share 
of its emoluments. I could not ascertain on what 
plea she made her clainL % 

The youngest of these ladies had a remarkably 
brilliant pair of piercing eyes, beaming above her 
yashmak or veil ; but when she &y accident removed 
it, a perfect antidote to their effect was revealed in 
a shockingly ugly mouth. I laid, neverthclca^s, great 
siege to her, hoping to persuade her to give me one 
of two beautiful Angora cats ; but all the eloquence I 
could exert in an unknown tongue was of no avail. 
I was surprised at the affability of these Turki!»li 
women, and at their trusting themselves in an 
infidel ship. But it api>ear8 the captain is well 
known at Constantinople, and has inspired such 
confidence, that the harem of the Pacha of Tripolis 
was once placed under his charge, and he was very 
liberally rcwai-ded for his attentions and care. I 
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observed, indeed, that he showed great kindness and 
forbearance to his poor passengers in general, who, 
from ignorance, and sometimes from the misery of 
their position, would commit trespasses* I cannot 
say that I saw the same humanity practised on board 
of English vessels, where they were sometimes 
pushed about rudely, and always harshly spoken to; 
yet they were docile and uncomplaining, sitting 
night and day in the same places, and often in the 
same position, as sometimes the vessels are so 
crowded as to afford them scarcely room to lie down. 
The men amused themselves with a sort of tam- 
bourine, and by singing a song which is widely 
popular. 

On passing the island of Samos the noble moun- 
tain was partially shrouded in thick clouds, wliich 
added grandeur to its rugged outline. This fine 
island is nearly in a state of revolt, notwithstanding 
the inliabitants arc almost self-governed. 

AVe were surrounded by islands and rocks of 
various forms and dimensions, most of which are 
provided by nature with excellent harbours, fre- 
quently the resort of pirates. 

We passed in sixty fathoms water very close to 
Cape Krio; a bold and ]>crpendicular rock, the 
ancient Triopian promontory, with an artificial 



74 



THE I>E.\D SEA, ETC. 



harbour on each side of the lathmua within It, nud 
the neighbouring mi^ificent city of CdiJus. 

March 27. In the middle of the night we 
anchored in the great harbour of Rhodes, the 
Buyuk Liman ; but had to wait till eight o'clock 
before wc could obtain pratique and permission to 
land. On our way up from the port we met Mr. 
Nivcn Kerr, the British consul, who had arrived with 
liis family only a fortnight before from Cyprus, his 
pre^-ious post. I had several letters of introduction 
to him, especially by the kindness o9Mr. Hanson at 
Smyrna! but the cordiality of hia reception proved 
that such were not necessary as passports to his good 
offices. He apologised for not being able to lodge 
ua in his small and temporary house; but secured 
very comfortable apartments for ua in a kind of 
casino, wishing us to consider ourselves as his guests 
during our sl»y on the island. He introduced ua 
to his channing wife and sweet little children. 

Mr, Kerr took this opportunity of paying a visit 
i>r ceremony with us to Regib Pacha, of vizicral 
rank, and governor-general of the islands ; an 
office but recently established, which wa» the cause 
of tlie removal of the consulate from Cyprus to , 
this island ; the vice-consuls of all the iflands ] 
being placed under it, instead of that of Smyrna, J 
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with the exception of some islands far to the north, 
and Samoa ; which last, being under a Greek prince, 
is not dependent on this government. 

The vizier, who is very short, and so fat that 
the least exercise exhausts him, nevertheless received 
OS with great politeness in the antechamber, and con- 
ducted us to the seats of honour on the divan^ where 
we were presented with splendid pipes, the amber 
mouth-pieces of which were mounted with diamonds, 
sweetmeats, coffee out of cups beautifully enamelled, 
their zafs, or saus^coupes of gold filigree, and with 
delicious sherbet ; the last, of his own making. The 
whole was in better style even than in the konak 
of Khalil Pacha at Smyrna. 

We al^ called on Rear-admiral Osman Pacha, 
the commander-in-chief in the Archipelago. A fine, 
simple-hearted, old sailor. His command in this port, 
at present, does not extend beyond one small iron ' 
bteamer; in which he invited us to accompany him, 

* He complained that the compass in the binnacle deviated 
three or four points from the truth, so I volunteered to re- 
adjust the magnets ; in which I succeeded beyond my expecta- 
tions, as the only assistance I had was a Turkish non-commis- 
sione I officer, and a party of soldiers, to swing the vcpsjoI, with 
whom I couM communicate oidy by signs. I was, however, 
surprised at the intelligence and alacrity with which they un- 
derstoml and carried my wishes into effect. The Pacha was 
much gratified. 
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in an official visit he was about to make to Marrao- 
ricc Harbour, on the coast of Asia Minor, opposite 
to Rhodes, and distant from the nearest part of the 
island only twenty miles. 

His Excellency was attended by eeveral Turkish 
gentlemen, members of the governor-general's coun- 
cil. Before entering the harbour of Mannorice, 
there is a beautiful valley watered by a rivulet, which, 
after winding among thickets of myrtle, laurel, 
willow, &c, looses itself in the bay. Near the mid- 
dle of the valley, on the banks of the rivulet, are 
some rude cottages, built with sun-<lried bricks or 
stones loosely put together, and the roofs formed by 
pieces of wuod laid across the walls and covered 
with sods or straw. 

On the east side of this valley the appearance 
of the ground, rising from near the sea to the foot 
of Some rocks about fifty or eixty feet high, is such 
as to lead to the belief that it was formerly a 
theatre. It is a small segment of a wide circle, 
facing the sea towards Rhodes ; just such a situation 
as the ancient loniaiis and Greeks would choose for a 
theatre. It rises by regular terraces about ten feet In 
bremlih, and each terrace is three feet above the one , 
below it. Neither marble nor inscriptions, nor even | 
^^bblsl^ ore to bo seen ; but the seats or temwea an J 
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covered by a smooth green turf. In the rocks before 
noticed a prodigious excavation in one part of them 
maj be noticed from the terraces^ but a deep ravine 
prevents access to it. 

About half a mile higher up the valley is a water- 
fall, where the river seems to have forced its way 
through a narrow opening in the mountain. The 
thickets are here impenetrable.* 

The entrance to Marmorice Bay, or harbour, is 
by a narrow strait; still more contracted by a 
rugged, rocky, and wooded island lying in the 
middle. The principal channel is between the island 
and the peninsula, wliich forms one side of the 
harbour. It is not wide enough for a line-of-battle 
ship to beat through, but a good frigate might do it. 
The other passage, between the island and the 
western continent, is seldom used; being shallow 
and tortuous, but having many little bays or coves 
where small vessels could find shelter. Within, the 
harbour is perfectly land-locked, about five miles in 
length, and surrounded by bold mountain scenery, 
with much wood. There is anchorage here for all 
the navies of Europe. But in very strong easterly 



* A description by the late Major Johnii, K. M., a good 
officer, and most amiable and gifted man. 
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or aoatheriy winds the motion of the open sea is 
eommanicated to the interior of the harbour, and 
causes a connderable swelL The wind sometimes 
also blows in heavy squalls from the highlands. 

Our Pacha*s suite went on shore, to find the best 
aceommodation they could in the town, leaving to us 
the cabin ; where we had a tolerable night's rest, in 
sjHte of the personal retinue each had left behind. 
But the good dinner must not be forgotten ; chiefly 
in the Turkish style, except that we sat at table and 
used good ** Brummagem " knives and forks. The 
artiste to whose skill we were indebted for the 
rejiast came down to receive the compliments of the 
guests; and proved to be no less a person than the 
commander of the steamer, holding the rank of 
capitaine de /rrffate, in full uniform. The Paeha 
lot us into the secret by exclaiming in Englijih, 
*• Vera gixnla cook de captan«** "We afterwards 
loarninl that the gallant officer was verj* proud of the 
onoominms j^assod on his culinary achievements. 

Kirly the next morning we went on shore to look at 
some sjvur* cut for masts of a ship of war that had 
Ikvu struck bv lightning. Having been lying here 
s ^ Un^ij, thoy wore found to be rotten; but the Pacha 
XX .n\Ul take ihom away, to prove his report of their 
*Kv;i\ ;uul uuscr\ iooablencss. 
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We had a difficult walk up the mountainous 
peninsula forming the south side of the harbour ; 
but the labour was amply repaid by magnificent 
views from every point at which we stopped to rest, 
especially at a fountain, and at the summit, com- 
manding not only the harbour at its foot, with the 
little town at the extremity, and the surrounding 
mountains of Caria, but the coast both ways, and a 
distant view of Rhodes. 

"We found the remains of an ancient Hellenic 
fortress, and in several places walls formed of very 
large blocks of stone. This bold peninsula is 
joined to the mainland by a low isthmus of sand ; 
which, if cut through, would give two entrances to 
the harbour. 

The guide led us a better way down the moun- 
tain, passing some huts of the rudest description, 
though, as Sir Charles Fellows observes, they show 
the prototypes of Ionic architecture, and rock-tombs 
of ancient Lycia. The interior of these cabins was 
far better than could have been expected from their 
wretched outward appearance. Good mattresses 
were piled in one corner of the only room, and 
plenty of culinary utensils of various kinds hung 
about. A very pretty young woman was crouched 
in one comer, doing her utmost to avoid being dis- 
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ooyered ; ihougli when the danger of being seen by 
the Qiaour was past, or passing, she seemed to be 
equally solicitoas of courting it> by showing herself. 
miere were also some lovely half»naked children, 
who were made qmte happy by a present of half a 
piastre. 

The Tessel was afterwards moored nearer to the 
town» which has an imposing omtward appearance. 
It is built round the steep sides of an eminence, 
and crowned by a middle-age fortress, an iminte- 
resting ruin. The town also belied its external 
aspect; but in inyerse ratio to the cottage. It is 
in a wretched state ; the streets. If such they can 
be called, are narrow, tortuoup, and very dirty. It 
was with some difficulty and scrambling over rock?, 
and almost over the roofs of the houses, that we 
reached the highest point. Girls ran away in all 
directions at our approach, but returned immediately, 
to stare at the Giaours. 

There Is a very beautiful spot a short distance 
from the town, where the fountain that abundantly 
supplies the inhabitants with excellent water 
springs from the base of some picturesque rocks. 

A fine view of the town and harbour is obtained 
from a dilapidated kuUa, or farmhouse ; having at a 
distance a respectable aspect, but within bearing all 



bK 



EXOflBITANT PRICES. 81 

the marks of Turkish neglect. One room in it is 
dedicate to a celebrated Santon. 

Behind the town is a very extensive plain^ 
stretching from the foot of the mountains to the 
head of the harbour, and joining to the low isthmus ; 
so low indeed, that a captain of a ship, in coming to 
the harbour in his gig, mistook it for the entrance ; 
and he also found it so narrow, that his men dragged 
the boat over it, in preference to going all the dis- 
tance round the point, in his way to the flag-ship. 

Before the arrival of Sir Sidney Smith on this 
coast, and subsequently to Bonaparte's attack upon 
Acre, the harbour of Marmorice and Makri were 
hardly known, or at all events not Iwd down on any 
chart. As there was much sickness in the fleet at 
that time, the gallant admiral established a hos- 
pital on the island of Rhodes, which is remarkable 
for its salubrity. The little house where he resided 
is still in existence on the hill. 

One object the pacha had in view was to procure 
some live-stock for the island, which he expected 
to find plentiful and cheap here. The reverse, how- 
ever, was asserted, whether true or not it is im- 
possible to say. But the natives asked exorbitant 
prices, and were deaf to any reasonable offer. Ac- 
cording to the general opinion of the olden time 
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bi« recpecU to tlie goremor-genenl, with his soite 
follawiiig; among them was the (dd admiialy but 
jonior officer, Osnum, walldng bdiind Mustafa 
Pacha, who was in tolitarj dignity. 

Thej both dined with Mr. Kerr, and conducted 
themselres with great propriety, as if they had 
always been accustomed to tidies' society, which 
could only have been in the harem. They were 
quite delighted with ^Irs. Kerr's performance on the 
pianoforte. 
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CHAP. V. 

UAKBI. 

We embark in the ^* Blackboard." — Two Captains and one 
Man. — Murder of Sir L. Jones. — The retired Bandit. — 
The gory Head. — A second Instalment. — Engage a Mukri. 

— He consults his '* Better-half." — The Aga's Divan. — 
Present our Credentials. — Silent Interview, at which neither 
Party is the wiser. — Nicolo*s Wife and Hospitality. — The 
family Bedroom. — Rock-tombs. — Too late for the Festa. 

— Magnificent Scenery. — The Conference at the Aga*8 
town Residence. — Grave Speeches, Smoking, and Beard- 
stroking. — The Roads are pronounced to be safe, with 
a strong Escort. — Discovery of a Conspiracy. — Our 
Friends prove to be on a diplomatic Mission from the Chief 
of the Banditti. — Nicolo is terror-stricken, and even Pa- 
naghiotti is dismayed. — We consult. — Felt a Penchant for 
the '• better Part of Valour." — The " Blackboard " again. 

— Our Cabin in the Hold, and Beds on the Ballast. — The 
Ruins of Telmessus. — Ancient Prosperity. — Some Causes 
of Decay. — The Theatre, Rock- tombs, and Sarcophagi. — 
Further Information about the Banditti. — Their Movements 
directed by the Chief at his mountain Villa. 

Thursday y 4th April. We took leave of our very kind 
friends, and embarked in a tchemik of about fifteen 
tons, called the Karakus or " Blackboard," hired to 
carry us to Makri on the coast of Asia Minor, for fifty 

piastres a daj, with a bakshish at the end of the 
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voyage. On our way down to the harbour we left 
cards for the govemor^eneral, who had been kind 
enough to give ua letters to the governors of Makri 
and Adalia. 

Our crew consUted of two captains and one man, 
who nllernately smoked and slept. The wind waa 
fair on starting, but it fell calm during the afternoon. 
Ab we approached the continent, the noble mountain 
Anticrague, and the more lofty Maesicytiis, ^hone out 
with resplendent golden tints, on their numberless 
]>eaks and cr.igs, fading gradually into t]ie coldest 
blue of the snow on the latter, which is about 
10,000 feet high, while Anticngus can aspire only 
to 6,550 foct. The night was calm and cold, and 
the dew very heavy. AVc slept on the deck, pro- 
tected only by our carpet and cap«ite8. 

Anchored at live o'clock in the morning in Makri 
harbour, or rather our light tchemik was made 
fast to the shore in a little inner port. The har- 
Wxir ilwlf ia very large, and perfectly land-locked. 
IlirtHl a remarkably small room, to which Paua(^hiolti 
\tiy *oon gave »oincthing of an air of comfort. The 
Hrili«h vice-consul, Signor Biliotti, called on us, 
and offered hi« •crvices in any way that could be 
KvaiUhk', The prim'i|uil object at present was to 
inqiiin- whether iho rv^uls were sufficiently free 
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from systematic io1>ber8 to enable us to trayel 
with a fair chance of safety. He had not heard re- 
eentlj of any being in the neighbourhood, though 
he knew that there were many in the country ; and 
he entertained us with numerous accounts of their 
caqdrnts mnce the first occasion of his making ac- 
qnaintance with them, when Sir Lawrence Jones 
was robbed and murdered at a distance of six hours' 
joamey itom this place, on the road to Cadyanda. 
Signer Biliotti, an Italian gentleman, at that time 
a merdiant of Makri \ was very active in bringing 
die idlhdns to justice. Six of them are now said to 
be at the galleys at Constantinople ; but the chief who 
actually shot Jones was pardoned, though It was the 
ninth murder he confessed to have committed. This 
is one of the cases in which Turkish law is in such 
antagonism with that of all other civilised countries, 

^ The friends of Sir Lawrence Jones presented Signer Biliotti 
with a handsome piece of plate for the disinterested and coura- 
geous exertions he made on that occasion ; and Lord Palmerston 
gave him the post of y ice-consul, with a salary of 100/. per 
annum. I am happy to give my testimony to the high feeling 
and honourable character of that gentleman. The consular 
dignity has been a great protection to him ; though, on the occa- 
sion of the robbers coming into the town, he was obliged to have 
fourteen men to guard his house. Madame Biliotti had such 
fears for her young family, that she wished to place them on 
board of a vessel ; but the vice-consul nobly refused, saying, 
that it would be the signal to the whole town for flight. 

G 4 
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that it ought no longer to be tolerated. The villain 
escaired, principallj- because Christian evidence could 
not be taken against a Turk. As some extenuation, 
it is alleged in his favour, that he would not suffer 
the finishing stroke to be given to Captain Two- 
penny, Sir Lawrence's companion, who lay on the 
ground desperately wounded. Whether the act of 
clemency arising out of this deficiency in the law 
has hiid the effect of reforming the criminal remains 
to be seen ; at any rate, he lias assumed the character 
of an honest man, lias taken a wife, and is now cul- 
tivating a farm cum dig. between Jlakr! and Levisi, 
and has been apparently quiet ever eiuce that trngio 
event. Sigoor Biliotti was a long while in great 
fear of him, on account of the part he had taken in 
hunting the robbers up, but has recently had some 
confidence in his reformation. 

Six months ago the bandits of the interior were 
very troublesome in tlie neighbourhood of Makri. 
The government was powerless ; but a rival band 
offered, if a pardon were granted to them, to capture 
or disperse the band in activity. It is probable that 
they were also influenced by a spirit of enmity or 
revenge. They succeeded; and with the view of 
instigating the gratitude of the villagers and people 
of Makri to an adetiuatc reword for their rxccutioa 
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rfLjndk biTy Hk&y eduhited ^ goiy head of the 
fcijatad dbuf fioni liaiue to honae ; ud wlien tiM 
•fg^ wM not soflkMut to prodnoe tiie ]»qiiir^ 
k was throwBy aU bleeding, in the faces of those 
who wfbaed to ccnne np to the mark. This they 
soMSdered to be only recdying an honest reward for 
Acir servioesL Bnt it appears ih^ thought it too 
good a barrest to be anlj once reaped; so they re- 
tvmedy not yery long afterwards, took down the 
seslp, whidi had been nailed against a tree, as a 
trophy or testimonial, or perhaps acoTcnant between 
them and the town, and, parading it through the 
streets, they gave significant hints that the second 
instalment of the voluntary recompense for their 
Talonr, ought to be forthcoming. Yery recently 
some of the band, actuated, however, in this case^ by 
private enmity or envy against one of the richest men 
of the place, attacked his house. He fortunately 
escaped ; but the villains seized upon his only child^ 
a very fine boy of fifteen years of age, the pet of the 
town, and carried him up to the mountain, where 
they coolly murdered him in sight of the agonised 
parents, waving their swords in defiance of the in- 
habitants of the town who witnessed it. 

All these horrible stories seemed sufficient to 
deter a prudent man from prosecuting a journey in 
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euch a country. But the atrocities they related 
were not of very recent occurrence, and therefore 
Signer Biliotti undertook to make inquiries as to 
the present state of the roads from native travellers 
and traders. In the meantime we were fortunate 
in falling in with Nicolo Baharri, ivho had been 
with Sir Charles Fellows on some of his journeys, 
and especially had accompanied Messrs. Spratt and 
Forbes on the survey of Lycia ; he was therefore 
well acquainted with the country. Panaghiotti waa 
very glad to meet with his former associate. 

Nicolo is usually occupied as agent for merchants 
here, who collect for exportation the acorns of the 
Valnnia oak, now so extensively used in dyeing. 
He demurred at first to making any engagement 
with us, as he had transactions of this kind, which 
would require him to go to Smyrna ; but when he 
found that was to be our ultimate object, after visit- 
ing Lycia and Adalia, he agreed to furnish us with 
horses, at the rate of 300 piastres per month each. 
Spratt and Forbes had paid 240 only ; but he of 
course declared that things were now dearer. We 
required five horses, and he intended to Uke an 
additional one for a servant or groom, it being now 
beneatli him lo perform that office. He could not 
W ready to start before three days, as he had to 
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return to LeTisi, no doubt to consult and take 
leave of his "better half." We resolved to ac- 
company him, as the scenery was said to be very 
fine, and a great annual festa was to be celebrated 
in that neighbourhood. I should also take this 
opportunity of delivering Regib Pacha's letter to 
the aga, or governor of Makri, who was now at his 
country house on the road. 

We started at three p.m. with very fine weather, 
riding Nicolo's horses while he walked. 

The road commenced the ascent at the back of 
an isolated craggy hill, where the ancient acropoli§ 
of Telmessus stood ; now crowned by the pictur- 
esque remains of a middle-age fortress. It after- 
wards winds through a beautiful valley, with steep 
mountains on either hand, clothed with brushwood, 
where nmncrous camels, with huge though light 
saddles on their backs, were feeding with flocks of 
slieop and goats. There is a paved way up tliis 
valley, except where broken by the torrents ; and of 
course no attempt is made to repair it. We had 
some beautiful views of the Gulf of Makri, with the 
lofty mountain of Dallaman in Caria, covered a long 
way down its sides with snow, in the background. 

We rested at a fountain to eat our luncheon of 
biscuit and figs. On arriving at the summit of the 
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ridge, we had on the other side scenery of a different 
character, — the broad and fertile plain of Leriu 
stretched beneath us, evidently a drained lake. All 
around were picturesque mountains and woods. To 
the left was the majestic Anticr^us, called by the 
Turks Baba Dagh, Father or Master mountain ; 
which 13 their general designation for the higheat 
point of a range. On the elope of the ridge on the 
opposite side of the valley is situated the large 
village of Levisi, an immense assemblage of white 
cubes built en amphithe&tre. Descending to the 
plain, we soon came to the little \-illage of Aida, 
where the Aga of ]Slakri residee. We found him 
seated on a rock by the wayside, and were at liberty 
to accommodate our^lves anywhere on the same 
broad divan. In addition to the Pacha's letter, we 
handed him one from the vice-consul, asking him 
officially to slate whether the roads were safe for 
Ktii'ti[>cnns to travel ou or not. lie [mssed my cre- 
dentials to another person seated by his side, without 
vouchsafing tn look at them. Perhaps he could not 
rcwL The other did not seem to be more gifted than 
Ilia Mipcrior, fur he merely glanced at them, and 
rotiirncd them to me : — 

II tift (lit mat, )e ne rvpoikili* rien, 
Aliiii *(> UTiiiini. cs pcnible cnireticn 
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Leaving this little potentate, we rode across the 
yalley, and dismounted at Nicolo's house, in a room 
minus the front wall, which served for a portico ; his 
wife assisted us from the saddles. 

Carpets were quickly spread in the next, or prin- 
cipal room, and we were refreshed with pipes and 
coffee ; while she, with her sister, prepared the sup- 
per of greasy soup, fish, which we had brought up in 
our saddle-bags, and eggs ; both the latter were float- 
ing in abundance of strong olive oil. No surprise was 
apparent on the sudden arrival of unexpected guests. 
But before the supper was well over the room was 
filled with gossips, anxious to know who we were 
and the purport of our coming. Nicolo's engage- 
ment was of course amply discussed ; in which we 
were unable to take part, owing to our not " having 
too-much Greek." The women stood in the back- 
ground, neatly dressed, with a white chemise worn 
outside loose trowsers a la Turque^ bound round the 
waist with a coloured sash, and fastened up to the 
throat with many silver clasps. The room was well 
furnished with shining tin or pewter dishes and 
plates, as well as crockery-ware in abundance, 
ranged on shelves in numerous closets, and on the 
jower shelves were amphome, or jars containing wine 
or oil. The ample hearth with its chimney was in 
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ODG corner, with a mclie beside it, like a piscina la 
a Roman Catholic church. High on one etde of 
the room, with a lamp burning before it, was a print 
of St. Nicolo, with a grim lion resting his fore-paw« 
on hia ahouldera ; but whether in familiar converse 
or with cruel intent, the perfect indifference of the 
saint, aa well aa the indefinable nature of the whole 
performance, left no room for conjecture. 

The houaea of Leviai are all alike in their con- 
struction ; cubic masses in external appearance, 
stuck against the steep side of the hill, each roof 
forming a terrace to the house above. They are 
very irregularly placed, ao that one could not posi- 
tively designate the arrangement aa streets, cres- 
cents, or squares. Within also they are all alike, 
being composed of three "pieces" or rooms, the 
" butt, the ben, and the middle piece," as they say of 
the Scotch cottages ; only the butt (be out) is open 
on the outside, and is the general receptacle or 
landing-place of everything. In the slope of the 
foundation the waste space is made into a stable and 
B hen-roost. The " middle piece " is the common 
room to all intents and purposes, serving for kitchen, 
sitting-room, dining-room, reception-room, and bed- 
room. For the custom, which is justly considered 
tu. indelicate and demoralising when it wkea pUca 




THB VAMILY BBDBOOIC 85 

MOBg our poorert daases firom want of space^ is 
wuffxmSlj pnctiaed here; old and joung^of both 
sleep in the same roonij and I am told no 
■riaee finom it. The inner room* the '^ ben," 
ii mailer; and generally nsed as a store-room and 
fgr pifing the mattresses, which are spread on the 
loor in the other room for deeping. This was done 
for ns after supper; and the hurge common room 
was» with great hospitality, given up entirely to us, 
limAmawt^ Baharri sleeping in the ^'ben^ or store- 
doaety while Nicolo, and any others that might have 
pompoaed the fiunily, sought a lodging among 
friends. 

The only window in our room was in the corner 
opposite to the door, so that, not being glazed, there 
is at all times great deficiency of light and of air 
during summer, and too much cold draught in 
winter. We passed a tolerable night, on good bcdo 
and clean coverlets, notwithstanding the lamp 
before the saint, which Nicolo had carefully re- 
{denished with oil, and it shone directly in our eyes 
when open. However, the oil did not last till 
morning, therefore the sacrilegious feeling which 
tempted me to hasten its extinction was not called 
into action.. 

At daylight, after coffee and pipes, we mounted. 
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and at seven o'clock, accompanied by Nicolo, we set 
out to visit the spot where the festa is held. We 
rode to the westward, across the beautiful plain of 
Levisi. In half an hour we were attracted by a 
couple of tombs, hewn out in the rock, where innu- 
merable fragmenta covered the side of a low hill. 

Soon after the road led up to a beautiful pass ; 
the mountains on either side not high, covered with 
small fir trees, principally on one spot, and looking 
something like a plantation. But such a thing 19 
too rare to be believed. From the top of the pass 
we hioked down a fine gorge, rapidly descending to 
the sea, about one thousand feet below, with a view 
of the capes and niountoine of Caria, and Rho<lea in 
the distance. A chorus of voices swelled up from 
the ravine with fine effect. It appeared, however, 
we were too late for the festa of Afkoli ; for, on de- 
scending by the very steep zigzag path in the gorge, 
we met with numerous groups of pilgrims returning 
from the shrines ; men driving the horses before 
them, and all walking up the difficult ascent. The 
women were dressed in their best and very pic- 
turesque attire, with abundance of gold and silver 
ornaments; children of all ages; infants bestriding 
one shoulder, and holding on by the head of (b« 1 
mother. 
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When we teadied the holy places all were gone 
eieept a woman and two young girls. The eldest^ 
about eleren yean old, was extremely pretty, and 
jerj gafly dressed, carrying about the head and 
neek a great weight of gold and silver chains, and 
■trings of gold coins ; all of which was to be the 
fior (me's dowry. We had also met the Papa or 
priest at the head of his congregation, returning 
from the festa ; so that Nicolo was as unfortunate as 
onnelYes. However, he did not fail to perform the 
prescribed number of crossings and genuflexions, 
and to bum tapers at the proper places. 

The chapels of the Panaghia, or Virgin, are 
walled-up cavities in the perpendicular rock. At- 
tached to the shrine are tlie ruins of a monastery, 
bnilt on a small ledge of ground in the precipice. 
The scenery at this point is indescribably beautiful 
and wild. The cavernous face of the cliff, for many 
hundred feet perpendicular, is tinged with a tliou- 
mnd dyes ; the upper part of the talus descending, 
fnnged and clothed with beautiful wood, to the sea 
far below, incessantly dashing and sending up a 
white spray ; the cliff, overhung with trees and 
pendent shrubs; others also had root in all the 
crevices of the rock. A path along the head of the 
talus leads to some large caverns, or rather one 
VOL. I. n 
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might say cavernous indications, for they have 
very little depth ; but in ooe were some stalactites, 
a covered spring of pure water, and of course some 
oratories. 

On returning to Levisi we passed two other rock- 
toiohs without inscriptions. 

Nicolo'a wife had prepared something for our 
mid-day repast. All the women wore their best 
dresses and omainents in honour of the festa. 

The whole end and aim of the men, in their 
unwearied toil after wealtli, seems to be to adorn 
their wives with it. Very many carry strings of 
gold coin and chains to the value of 30,000 piastres, 
or nearly 300/., which, however, the huslmnd some- 
times uses aa trading capital ; but when be borrows 
from the fair bank, he is obliged to return it with 
interest. It is considered disgraceful to squander or 
lose any of the money when it has once been placed 
on the neck of his wife, where it is safe, even in the 
lawless sUite of the country ; an anomalous con- 
dition, where the weaker vessel is the stronger safe- 
guard ; doing honour, however, to the best feelings 
of humanity, and realising the golden witliin the 
iron age. But it is sometimes pledged as security 
to those who lend money; frequently at very high 
rates of interest. 
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The festa of the Panaghia at Easter lasts three 
dajs, vfhen the whole population resorts to the 
placed appointed. One day is spent at the ehrines 
in the gorge of Afkoli, one on a mountain, and the 
third in the valley or plain of Levlai. This last is 
the most joyous affair. They eat and drink to 
excess, and have dances, which one might suppose 
to be anything but amusing, the performers merely 
joining hands and shuffling round in a ring in the 
elowest measure, to the sound of lugubrious music. 

On great family occasions also, the women dis- 
play their wealth, such as at births and marriages, 
when open house is kept and all comers welcomed. 

The woman brings a dowry to the husband, and 
the parties arc generally betrothed in infancy. If, 
however, on growing up, they have a determined 
repugnance to the match, and cannot get the 
parents to break it off by mutual consent, the 
first of the betrothed that gets married has to 
pay a fine of 4000 piastres (nearly forty pounds,) 
to the archbishop of Adalia. 

The woman's dowry, in the event of there being 
no children, goes back to her relations at her death. 

A man may leave his property by will to 
whomaoevcr he pleases. In the event of doubtful 
succession, the case is taken before the cadi, who 
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awariJs jiulgment accortling to his abilities, orcaprii 
and steps in as a half-brother. 

When a debtor cannot or will not pay, he is 
brought before a cadi, who advances the money 
for six months, if the debtor still pleads inability : 
but then he charges very high interest ; 80 that it is 
generally found to be better to put up with the 
first lopa rather than make appeals to such even- 
handed justice, where the judge keeps the oyster. 
At three P. M. we mounted our nags, taking leave of 
our hostess, who did not refuse another gold piece 
to add to her decorative wealth. Returned to 
Makri, where we dined with the vice-consul and 
hie wife, and afterwards went to sec our unfortunate 
countryman's tomb. 

Nicole brought the liorses, already saddled, fi>r 
inspection, accortling to agreement ; hut he was very 
uneasy, and wished to be off the bargain, having 
been frightened by fresh accounts of robbers in the 
cuuntr)-, which Biliolti also had heard of. It was 
this morning currently reported that a trader had 
been stopped within a very short distance of Makri. 
The vice-consul was much surprised at no notice 
having been taken by the Aga of his official 
demand for information respecting the roads ; and as 
be had been told that that grave personage had 
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■Rived in tlie town fioai his etrntOry seai^ he pio- 
po0ed we ahonld paj him a Tisit for oonsahndon. 

The agft leoeiTed us more grmdoadj than on 
Ida lock on the hilL I wms informed, that his 
eoontij randenoe is in aodi a dikfHdated condition, 
that he was anhamfd that foreigners should see 
how faadlj a person of his dignity was lodged, and 
therefote he did not invite us to it. 

The aga was seated, with some appearance of 
state, in the middle part of a divan, on a raised 
part of the room, the lower end being occupied 
bynnmerous attendants. He gave us places next 
to him, and began the business of the day with the 
usual compliments, inquiries after our health, &c. 
Then came the pipes and coffee. Several re8i)ect- 
ably-dressed men came in, making the usual salutes 
in the oriental style, which, with the complimentary 
answers, according to the respective rank of the 
persons, were all uttered in a low tone, so as to be 
almost inaudible ; but being in set forms, they were 
understood and appreciated by the parties as a matter 
of course. 

The vice-consul having introduced us as English 
travellers, I opened the discussion by saying we 
desired to visit the interior of the country, to see 
the extraordinary stones and remains of cities 

H 3 
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which had been described by former travellers, our 
countrymen. They had gone through the land 
with the most friendly intentions towards the in- 
habitants, and had everywhere been received with 
hospitality and kindness; proving that it was in a 
very orderly and tranquil state. I said also, we 
had the same kindly feelings as our predecessors ; 
but on arriving at this town, whence all previous 
travellers had commenced their journeys, we were 
surprised and concerned to find that the country 
was not in the same peaceable condition as when 
our countrymen had spoken of it in such praise, and 
that it now was represented as being dangerous to 
travel through, in consequence of the roads being in 
possession of evil-disposed persons, who waylay and 
rob native travellers. They had even the audacity 
not very long ago to murder and rob an English 
gentlemen, who had relied on the hitherto good 
chttraeter of the people. We had come here know- 
ing, it is true, that this last melancholy occurrence 
had happened in this neighbourhood ; but supposed 
it to have been committed by a few bad men, who had 
fallen into the hands of justice, and that the roads 
would be the more safe, since the country had been 
relieved of them. But we were sorry to hear, that 
tJiey had left a bad ejcample, and that many in the 
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mountunoua parts, in the neighbourliood of Makri, 
bad taken to their evil courses. We wished there- 
fore to know from the Aga, as the chief of this 
district, whether we could travel in it without fear 
of molestation. 

Wc paused for a reply. 

A general stroking of beards ensued, with a 
running accompaniment of smoking, rather more 
Tehemently than is usual among Turks. 

Then arose an animated discussion, iu which the 
new comers had the chief eliare, and even the at- 
tendants put in their word occasionally. The 
Aga was almost as taciturn as when coated on 
the rocky divan iu the mountains; and the vice- 
consul could take little or no pait in the proceed- 
ings, as they were mostly carried on in a patois of 
the country. 

At length the Aga, holding on by his beard, as if 
be feared that that respectable sponsor for his honour 
and veracity might rise up in judgment against 
llie falsehood he was about to utter, siioke thus, 
" God is great I Tliia country has always been ruled 
in wisdom and justice by the padishah, whom may 
God preserve 1 " (A general munniu* of " Amin," and 
bands carrie<l to the turban and the heart.) "It is 
true, that there have been some bad people, who have 
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commuted wicked actioDs, but God is great! He 
haa overtiiken them, and I, hie humble slave, have 
driven them out of the land. The foreign gentlemen 
can tiavel in all safety, requiring no other protection 
than the ehadow of the wing of our great padishoh, 
whom may God have in his only keeping ! " (JSIurmur 
" Amin ! ") " Ingliallah ! tliere ia nothing to fear ; but 
tlic Aga of Hoozoomli " (Cadyanda, the firat ancient 
town we proposed to ^-isit), " who la present, will 
escort tlie foreign gentlemen as far as his village, 
and will give them five or six of liie armed men to 
conduct tliem to the next village, Douver" (or Ilos, 
an ancient site of great interest). "In this way the 
foreign gentlemen may see all the country and the 
ancient stones without danger." 

We thanked the Aga, nnd him of Hoozoomli, and 
said how proud we should he to travel under hia 
protection, and would soon let him know our de- 
termination ; and eo we took our leave. 

On our way home, Fanaghiotti, wliohad previously 
scouted the i<lea of danger, in a country tliat be had 
traversed in all directions with English tnivelleni, 
without escort, almost without anus, and not only 
unmolested, but without even thinking of robbers, 
now said, that he had just heard some very sinister 
reports from a cavass, a sort of constable, and from 
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•n old Turk; but, on going to question them 
fiirtlier, they would only give mysterious hints that 
the rottds were very dangerous, and that the robbers 
were near; but they would give neither particu- 
lars, nor the sources of their information or conjee- 
tores; being in fear that, if the robbers became 
acquainted with their having cautioned us, they 
would be revenged on them. It did not ese-ape my 
observation, that the aga's manner at the conference 
was constrained, and that the offer of protection, 
and the necessity of escort from village to village, 
were inconsistent with the declared safety of the 
roads. I had come to the country in the hope of 
being able to explore and examine its interesting 
remains at my leisure, which would be perfectly 
impossible, if I were to be liampered with half-a- 
dozen men wherever I went, to say nothing of the 
expense that their society would have entailed ; 
which expense, if there were actually danger, would 
have been purchasing safety from the robbers, of 
whom our escorts would have been the legal repre- 
sentatives and recipients ; so that it were better to 
treat at once with the chief of the band, and dispense 
with the company of his subordinates. It is very 
possible that we might thus have travelled un- 
harmed. 
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But as my object was gratification, I had no 
desire to seek it under " disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances," if not of bodily fear, or of loss of 
pelf to an unknown amount, with at all events 
the certainty of a lightened purse by the com- 
promise. 

Nicolo now threw a ponderous weight into the 
already -descending scale. He also liad heard tales, 
or dreamed dreams, and positively refused to fulfil 
hia agreement with us, although so advantageous 
for him, as filling up his time, and em]iloying his 
horses, till the other engagement should come on. 
He said, that he had wept like a child with the 
amount of hie fears ; not for himself, because he had 
no children (he said nothing about his wife), hut on 
our account, lest he should be the conductor of 
exich lambs to slaughter. 

It was very evident that there was a general 
feeling that the country, to say the least of it, was 
in a disturbed state ; whether from absolute robbers, 
from fuuds among themselves, or from a rebellioua 
•spirit against the nizam, or conscription for the 
Rrmy, which is very obnoxious. In the Utter 
ca«c we should, i„ all prvbabiUty, have passed 
-»frly, t^pccially if unarmed, which I think U al- 
^3* Ihe be« way ; b.-causc, if you carry arma, it 




is eure to be inown to the rogues, and they would 
then feel the painful necessity of shooting you from 
behind a rock ; and the only consolation would be, 
that you might ride on in happy unconsciousness 
of danger till you hear the fatal click. 

But, if unarmed, you will lose your money ; and, 
if tliey have not an inexcusable covetousneas with 
regard to your life, they will let you go on your 
way rejoicing in the possession of it alone. Unless, 
by the way, as you have paid your suridji in ad- 
vance all your ready cash, if they should find none 
in your wallet to lighten you of, then tliey may 
request the pleasure of your company among the 
secret recesses of the mountidns, where they will 
amuse you until your ransom comes. Mine would 
be a long while forthcoming. In such ease, if you 
do not rub your precious life away upon the rocks, 
you may, if you have a taste for the arts, become a 
second Salvator Rosa. I confess that, with all my 
ardent afTection for the picturesque, I would rather 
stick to the lamer walks of it. The fact is, and 
I do not care who knows it, I have had adventures 
enough in my day. " Glory in the cannon's mouth " 
may be palatable enough ; but in the muzzle of a vile 
escopeta of a bandit ! I have no taste for it. My 
younger companion lliought he would like to make 
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his coup (Tessai ; but, as we were only two, I look 
care U) secure the casting vote. 

Besides, there was not an adequate inducement. 
The great charm to mo in exploring is to go where 
nobody has been before. Now, Lycia liad been done 
by Fellows, Spratt, and Forbes better ihan I could 
hope to do it, and my only chance was to find some 
city which they had failed to discover. 

As the Vicar of Wakefield's son when travelling 
was obliged to be content with the gratification of 
seeing the " outrides of the best houses," so I re- 
solved to see tlie outside of the country tJiat was 
thus cIoiKtd ogainat me; to view, at all event*, the 
beautiful mounrain scenery of the coast, and to 
take advantage of every favourable apportunlty that 
might present itself to me for landing. 

The tchemik was still in the port ; and an arran^- 
ment was soon made with the heo eaplaiiu and one 
tailor Ui place the Karakus — the " Blackboard " — 
at our disposal for sixty piastres a day — about ten 
shillings and sixpence, —to take us to any i>art of 
Uie coast of Lj-cia we might choose, and to Adalia. 
Aa wc freighted the whole vessel, the crcic imme- 
dmtoly sot to work to prepare fur our reception. 
The shingle bnlln^i was levelled a» well as could l>e 
"» the hold, there being no cabin, to serve aa our 
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''downy couch/* and our carpets spread thereon. 
I prefer the mattress on top of the feather bed. 

At this period of the drama there was an episode 
in a quarrel between Signer Biliotti and Nicolo; 
the former being very angry with the latter^ which 
all the tears which Nicolo had shed on our account 
could not mollify. Moreover, he had '^ sauced " 
tlie vice-consul, who frightened poor Nicolo more, 
I believe, than the robbers had in reality, by 
threatening to send him to Moulah, the chief town 
of the district. After some trouble, I restored 
peace by making Nicolo beg pardon; which, when 
the vice-consul had granted, transported the poor 
fellow into such a fit of gratitude, that he hugged 
and kissed my hand with considerable emotion. 
The last I saw of Nicolo was hurrying to the stable 
to carry off his steeds to Levisi. When he saw me, 
he drew his hand across his throat, crying out 
"klepte! klepte! robbers," pointing significantly 
to the mountains. 

The ruins of ancient Telmessus have been so 
well described by those who were better ac- 
quainted with them than I could be, that I shall 
content myself by doing little more than referring 
the reader to the works of those travellers. But 
I may have a word to say on some of the causes 
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which liave brought bo important a place to decay, 
and to point out how, if tliey were remedied, aa 
they easily might be, the advantages of position and 
reaourcea might, with favourable contingencies, 
restore Makri to some of the prosperity of ita pre- 
decessor Telmeesus. 

Of conrae the primary cause of decadence, which 
brought on others, is to be found in the depopu- 
lating wars of many centuries, whose natural results 
have been the neglect that has converted some of 
its local advantages or blessings into curses. 

Although Makri lies near the base of lofty moun- 
tains, BO that it has not in its immediate neighbour- 
hood much low alluvial ground, tt is near the em- 
bouchure of a small stream, which flows through 
a broad valley of excessive fertility ; and as the rise 
and fall of the tide la the bay is very small, tbia 
stream, in seasons of great rain, or during the melt- 
ing of the snows of the very lofty mountains by 
which it is fed, overflows all its low gnmnds. To 
this the locality must ever have been liable; but the 
ancient inhabitants, to whom, from their numbers, 
every s|>ot of land available for cultivation was of 
imix-rtau,.,., ^o^ij have regulated this by proper 
end>„nkme„u. «. „, i„ .^^.^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ .^^^ f^^_ , 
1>*|«.« .rrigation. The neglect of these means, owing J 



CAUSES OF DECAY. Ill 

to the decrease of the population^ haa been a react- 
ing cause in accelerating that decrease^ by allowing 
the low grounds to become swamps^ which in 
liufl warm climate generate malaria of the most 
deadly description. This has been the blessing 
and the bane of the whole of the west and south 
coasts of Asia Minor. At the embouchures of all 
the rivers which water that extensive and highly 
&vonred countiy^ there were the same elements of 
great prosperity and wealthy as is proved by the 
rains of magnificent cities^ when taken advantage 
of; and of desolation and deaths as evinced by the 
squalor, poverty^ and misery of the paltry villages 
which are in the place of those cities^ when such 
elements have been perverted or neglected. 

In the case of Makri^ however, it is not entirely 
by the neglect of embankments and proper drainage 
that the fertile country has become a noisome swamp ; 
but it appears that the originally low lands have been 
made lower by some subsidence, owing to volcanic 
agency, as is shown by the frequent earthquakes 
to which Lycia is liable. 

This is proved by an ancient monument, a fine 
tomb in the vicinity of the modem village, which 
has perhaps as much as two feet of its base covered 
by water ; a mixture I believe, of the sea and the 



112 



THE DEAD 6EA, ETC. 



water of a. fount^n, by which a large extent of 
low ground is converted into the worst of swamps, 
according to Professor Daniel. The consequence 
is, that during six months of the year Makri 
is perfectly uninhabitable, and is deserted. The 
greater part of the population go to the mountains, 
to the yailahs', or elevated valleys, in the spring, 
and do not return until late in the autumn. Those 
who can, cross over to the healthy island of Rhodes ; 
among these is the vice-consul's family, for wliich he 
has express pemu:«ion from the Foreign Office. 

In so far as this cause of unhealthiuess is con- 
cerned, I think it might be very easily remedied- 
The fountains I hare alluded to gush out from the 
base of some perpendicular rocks, very little clcvat«d 
above the level of the sea, that is to say, at the {>oints 
whence tbey issue. Now, it would require no more 
than a strong wall to be built around those fountains, 
against the rock, so as to include them all, and to 
be raised to such a height as would ensure a good 
fall to the sea; to which the water should be con- 
veyed by a raised conduit. The wall should also 



' Tliii is tlie iiiiirenal prKlive of the iobabiUnti of tho 
ctuut u( Lj'cik. Tlie; kll rc*ort Ui llie yailftli*, or uplonda, 
during ibe hot moaitu. 
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be sufficiently high to give a supply to all parts 
of the town, and for the purpose of irrigating the 
low ground, now swamped, but which would then 
become very fertile gardens. This idea I have 
taken from the reservoira near Tyre, on the coast 
of SjTia, called Eaa el Ain, the chief or " Head of 
the Fountain," supposed to have been built by Solo- 
mon ; where some fountains which issued originally 
00 the beach near the margin of the sea were lost 
for useful purposes, and perhaps may have wrought 
a aimilitr effect upon the low lands as at Makri. The 
wiee king, however, or some other sagacious person, 
eodoeed these springs by building around them 
Tery massive reseiroirs, carried to such a height, 

at the fall of water from the brim turns mills and 

ipplied Tyre. 

If any revival of commerce should cause great de-- 
mandfl on the produce of the rich countries of the 
iBtcrior, Makri must become one of its most import- 
ant outlets; for which it b peculiarly suited by its 
munificent land-locked harbour. It would then be 
of ]>iLramount importance to do something of the 
Mature I have described for the salubrity of the 

tnetghbourhoo<l 
There are even now symptoms of advance, owing 
to the great demand for the Valonia, which is to be 
TOL. I. I 
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had in great abundance in the interior ; several new 
houses have been built, and t)ie foundations of many 
more, but these are laid in marshy places. Signor 
Biliotti ha« set a good example, by building some 
warehouses on better ground. 

Similar elements of insalubrity must have been 
counteracted by the industry of the ancients ; or the 
population could not have been so large aa the extent 
of the ruins, the beauty of the tombs, and the size of 
tlie theatre, would lead us to attribute to Telmesaus. 
The latter ia in a state of considerable preservation. 
The rows of seats are all traceable, and many of 
them undisturbed, except by earthquakes, which 
appear to have merely canted the walls a little 
inwards on either side. The noble portals are still 
standing, with part of the proscenium. As the cir- 
cuit of the seats was mostly excavated in the side 
of the mountain, as was usual with Greek theatres, 
the spectators had a magnificent view of tiie Gulf 
of Makri, the Glaucus Sinus, with the mountains of 
Caria in the Stance. There are numerous vaulted 
chambers along the shore, near the theatre, which 
Dr. Chirke conjectures might have been "places 
of divination." On what ground he formed his 
opinion I do not know ; but ihey appear lo me 
to be more like magaaines. Many beautilul sarco- 
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phSigi, are to be found; but the moat infereBting 
tombs are those cut in the rock. The prccipUoiia 
base of one mountain is quite honeycombed with 
them. Two especially are fine specimens of the 
grandeur of the ideas of tlie ancient Lycians, and of 
the honour in which they held the remains of their 
anceetore. They resemble fine Ionic porticos, scnlp- 
tared in the solid rock ; and though, on close exami- 
nation, they ai'e rather rude in execution, they have 
an impressive effect at a dletance. Others, differ- 
ent in style, have some fine bas-reliefs. The scenery 
around Makri is of remarkable beauty. 

When all was ready for embarkation, I had occasion 
to send Panaghiotti to Signor Biliotti, with whom 
ho found assembled all the primatl, or head men of 
the place, who were consulting with that gentleman 
on the steps proper to be taken to meet a demand 
of 12,000 piastres, as a voluntary contribution to the 
banditti, who were waiting outside the town, while 
two of their number had come in to signify their 
pleasure. These very men were present at the 
conference of the morning in the Aga's house, bear- 
ing all our proposed plana, and making their own 
accordingly. The unfortunate towns-people will 
have to yield, as they have no means of reaistance. 
Tlie whole band ia now said to amount to about 
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l.'iO men. Tlicy are principally m the valley of the 
Xanthus, and their head- quarters at the first village 
on the road, called Kara-chufulu. The jtardoned 
murderer of Sir L. Jones ia said to be secretly 
directing their movements, and of course eliaring 
their profits. Ilia former impunity has made him 
audacious. He boasts of hie restoration to hberty, 
and declares that neither Sir Stratford Canning, nor 
all the powers of Europe, can hurt him ; so that now 
it appears the country is in the hands of a regularly 
organised band of robbers, though the facta may be 
exaggerated. If true, however, it is so contrary to 
the former state of the country, that one cannot help 
fancying that the very abnormal state of things, 
existing during the time of the temporary occupation 
of Xanthus by the party of English for the removal 
of the marbles from the ruins of that city, may have 
had something to do with it ; money was then at all 
eventji so plentiful by comparison, among these poor 
and simple [reople, that it was very likely to excite 
tlieir cupidity, and render them dissatisfied with 
their former slow method of procuring it; and so 
it may have induced them to resort to unlawful 
means. 

I certainly was deceived with respect to the state 
of the country. Although aware of the roarder of 
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Jones at the place where I was to disembark to 
commeiice my Lydan journey, it was reasonable to 
sappose that the commotion that was ndsed in 
pursuit of the murderers^ their apprehension^ and 
pomsfament, being a novel things would have had the 
effect of destroying any sympathy with the criminals, 
or tendency to follow so bad an example^ and that 
in consequence the roads wbuld be safe till the affiur 
should be forgotten. 
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CHAP. VI. 

LTCIA. 

Embark in the ^Blackboard** again. — The Harbour of Do- 
niajik. — A deserted Town. — Ruins of Churches and Con- 
vents. — Ship-building. ^- Anticragus. — Exertions of the 
Captains and their Man. — The Seven Capes. — Mouth of the 
Xanthus. — Ruins of Patara. ^The gloomy Bay of Kala- 
maki. — Gypsies and Shepherds. — Antiphellus. — A re- 
markable Rock-tomb. — Rock- tombs at Point Savedo. — 
Island of Castelorizo. — The Bandits again. — We cling to 
the discreet Principle formerly avowed. — A barren Island 
and large Popiilation. — Romance of their Occupation. — A 
wholesome Law defeated by its Provisions. — Embark for 
Rhodes. — Experience of the Boatmen. — An ancient Greek 
Aqueduct. — Pyramidal Monument. — Squalls, and a narrow 
Escape. — Arrive safely at Rhodes. — Report the State of 
the Country to the Crovemor. — His Indecision. — A signifi- 
cant Hint. 

April Sth. We made sail on the " Blackboard " at 
three p.m. The weather was very fine, but the wind 
foul ; 80 that we had to beat out of Makri Harbour, 
tacking close to an island called Old Makri, where 
there are some ruins. After doubling Cape An- 
gestro, we anchored after midnight. 

The next morning at daylight found that we 
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were in a beautiful port, formed by the island St. 
Nicolo, about two-tMrds of a mile in lengtli, and 
nmniiig parallel to the coast at the back of Leviai, 
eurrounded by high land, and completely land- 
locked. This excellent harbour is called in Turkish 
Doniajik; by the Greeks St, Nicole. 

The island ie nearly covered with the ruins of a 
lai^e town, seated principally on the steep northern 
slope, towards the harbour, occupying about two- 
thirds of the length, in the middle, or saddle, of the 
island, where there is a little level ground. It has 
the appearance of having been suddenly deserted. 
Possibly it was destroyed by an earthquake. Many 
of the houses have the four walls standing, but the 
roofs liave all fallen in. It was difficult to get 
through the narrow streets, encumbered by ruins, 
and overgrown with shrubs. In none of the houses 
could we find any objects of peculiar interest. On 
the margin of the sea, towards the harbour, are the 
remains of magazines, cisterns, and stone stairs; 
[Mirtly under water, proving the subsidence which I 
had suspected at Mokri. 

On the summit of the hill are the remains of a 
chapel ; but nothing to indicate that there had been an 
acropolis, thougli from the precipitous nature of this 
cuhninating point it would have been chosen for one. 
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if the ondent Greeks liad occupied the island. AH 
the buildings show it to have been a modem Greek 
town of perhaps recent date. 

A little below the summit of the hill are the ruins 
of a large church, with an apsidal end, and a vaulted 
passage running round it outside, a part of the way 
only. A still larger church was lower down, with a 
coved avenue or covered way, having square domed 
enlargements at intervals. Arched doors on either 
Bide opened to vaulted tombs. This covered way 
leails down along the " backbone," or highest ridge of 
the island, and communicates with another church 
or convent. It looks at a distance like the wall of a 
fortification with towers ; but there was no appear- 
ance of any part of the Island having been fortified. 

The east end of the island is very precipitous and 
rocky, with nothing remarkable but a very long 
vaulted building. 

The highest part is near the west end; which, 
however, terminates in a very low, rocky tongue of 
land, where there was a Greek vessel on the stocks ; 
and another was at anchor in the harbour, loading 
with firewood for Alexandria. The excellence of the 
buildings proves that this was formerly a flourishing 
place ; tliough, from the mountainous nature of tlie 
contiguous country, it would hardly have been 
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chosen as a commercial mart It might liave been a 
place for ehip-building, of which we saw some indi- 
cations, and this would have been favoured by the 
abundance of timber on the neighbouring liills. Or 
it might have been one of tlie nests of pimtcs who 
formerly infested these eeas, for wliich purpose, the 
very retired position of the harbour, with its double 
entrance, would have been very convenient. But 
it may be supposed that a population having such 
pursuits would have fortified their retreat; of this 
there ore no appearances. 

At eleven o'clock we weighed and proceeded along 
the coast towards the Yedi Borun, or Seven Capes, 
paseing the magnificent ravines which cut into the 
very heart of Anticragua, a mountain which from the 
sea at tliis part rises precipitously to the height of 
f>,550 feet. 

From the summit there is a sheer precipice of 
some thoOBBuds of feet. As we rounded the moun- 
t^n so as to come to its southern aspect, the snow, 
which covered a very large portion of its northern 
side, was very much decreased. On a beautiful slope, 
high up one of the crags, arc a ruined house and 
garden, formerly the residence of a very rich Greek, 
named B^tigi. Fifteen years ago it was the head- 
quarters of a band nf robbers. 
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Xnntliue, we caught a glimpse of tlic ruioB uf Patam ; 
which we resolved to visit, in spite of the rcraon- 
Btrances and objections of oiir Turks, who wished 
us to go round to tlie Bay of Kalamaki, from whence 
we must have taken horses, if any were to be found. 

We found a convenient spot for landing, with fine 
weather and the wind off shore, on a ledge of rock« 
projecting into the sea ; eo, promising to return 
immediately, if the wlud should shift, we left the 
" Knrakus." 

In going to the ruins we had a heavy walk over 
a hill covered by sand thrown up by the sea. 

On the side of this hill is a theatre in a very 
perfect state, witJi great part of the proscenium 
standing; through a gap in this we scrambled 
with some difficulty, in making our entrance to the 
building. The circular part was scooped out of the 
side of the hill ; not facing the sea, but the specta- 
tors had the beautiful view of the valley and moun- 
tains before them. 

There were some massive walls and arches of a 
structure conjectured to have been for baths; with, 
near tliem, a beautiful group of palm trees growing 
in a swamp. 

One of the gates of the city, with three arches, is 
in nearly a perfect state. There arc numerous aor- 
eophogl scattered around. The port is completely 
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filled with sand. It is now a swamp, pestiferous ui 
Buimner, auA possibly owes its ruin to the upheaving 
of the land. It ie now some distance from the sea ; 
this would show that the Buhetdencc observed at 
Makri and Doniajik had not afi'ectcd this part. 

Some YuriikB were encamped near the theatre, on 
Uie fine pasture, surrounded by their flocks of sheep, 
their black tents guarded by fierce dogs. Some 
women brought a few coins, which we bought; but 
they were not curious. 

A atrong breeze springing up shortened our visit, 
and prevented our seeing the pit with the square 
column described by Admiral Beaufort. We made 
the beat of our way to the beach, and got away before 
the waves had time to get up and split the " Black- 
board " on the rocks. 

The Sirocco was very strong against us ; and after 
beating about for some hours we were obliged to take 
shelter at the east side of Kalamaki Bay. The cap- 
tun of a Greek brig lying here loading with fire- 
wood for Alexandria, told us that the country is 
infested by robbers, who are combined to lay the 
peaceable inhabitants under contribution. 

The " gloomy bay " of Kalamaki is very uilios- 
pitable, and is nearly uninhabited, although there 
eeem to be some recent additions to the few houses 
at the head of the bay. 
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Gloomy aa it undoubtedly appears, tins great 
has Bome natural capabilities. There are two 
three fine valleys at the north-west comer. On 
steep elope of the mountain some brilliant Unts and 
tender tones of green contrasted witli the rich reda 
and browns of the rocky soil. 

The water in the bay Is excessively deep, and there 
ia no anchorage, except near the eastern and weatem 
shores, where snug little coves give shelter to small 
vessels, according to the winds. 

TiVe made our way with difficulty, by a faintly in- 
dicated path, through prickly shrubs, to a conunand- 
ing eminence, where wc found some tenia of gypsies 
and shepherd boys and girls. They immediately 
shouted for bakshish I especially one bold and sturdy 
boy, of no more than twelve years of age, who 
seemed resolutely prepared to cover the retreat of the 
frightened girla. On our advancing to the crest of 
the hill to obtain the best view, he made a flank 
movement, which enabled him on our return to sa- 
lute ua with stones. 

Putting again Ui sea, with light land brecies, the 
inbat, or sea-breeze, set in soon after, and we reached 
the little harbour of Antlphcllus', the ancient pier 
of which still aflorda shelter to small vesseU. The 
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port is partly filled up ; and, like all others, contaius 
a swamp injurious to health in the hot season, Thia 

' IB caused by the water of a little stream being 
dammed up by a new sea-wall, the purpoae of which 
I could not ascertain. 

On Sir C. Pellows' first visit he found only three 
houses beside the custom-house. Messrs. Spratt and 

I Forbes found eight. There are now at least four 
times that number ; and, we were told, three hundred 
inhabitants. This increase proves that it only re- 
quires slight encouragement, or even bare pro- 
tection, to restore tliia fine country to commercial 

I importanoe. 

The ancient town was on the neck of the lonf;, 
narrow promontory, which, running out nearly pa- 
rallel to the coast, forms the long and deep inlet uf 
Ae sea called Port Vathy ; very like our Highland 
ealt-water lochs in miniature — 

" A narrow inlet, still and deep ; " 

wanting, however, the rich wood, heather, and fern 
which adorn the Scotch lakes. 

The surrounding mnuntains have a stern grandeur, 
very barren, except where fringed with underwood. 
On tlie base above the modem town are some fine 
BBTCophagi; especially one with bas-reliefs and linn's 
heads nt one end, bearing a long inscription, which 
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liaa been copied by preceding travellers. Among 
the tombs at the neck of the promontory is one 
which I do not find noticed by them. It difiers 
from all otlier rock-tombs I \m\e seen, and comes 




nearer to the " pit and square column " spoken of by 
Admiral Beaufort at Patara. Tliis tomb is iwlated 
by cutting vertically into the rock, which U left as 
an outer wall on tluree sides, so as to make a deep 
fosse, or trench, lietween the solid rock and the 
eqitve monument, except in front, where there is a 
doorway of good pro)x>rtions, formerly closed by a 
larjjf ."lab filling into grooves on the inside. The 
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interior of the square rock is excavated, so as to form 
a chamber with a flat roof. Around the sides are 
places for tombs ; and it is highly ornamented with 
sculpture of female dancing-figures, flowers, &c« 
The exterior has Doric pilasters, sculptured Vit the 
comers.^ Those at the front have capitals and a 
frieze with triglyphs, which were lying on the 
ground at a short distance, not being a part of the 
solid rock, but fixed on it. There are two cuts of 
unequal depth in the facade ; most likely they were 
imperfections in the rock, which had been cut away 
and the space filled by squared stones which have 
fallen out. A magnificent myrtle grows by the side 
of this interesting monument, which I do not think 
has been described. 

The theatre is small, but in remarkably good 
preservation. It faces the sea, was partly cut into 
the hill, and partly built, and differs from all that 
I have seen, in having no proscenium ; which was 
possibly made for the occasion of special repre- 
sentations, or it might have been of wood, and so 
have perished. The extremities of the walls are 
finished, so as to have no appearance of anything 
having been attached to them. 

On a sarcophagus below this monument is a 

* Appendix, A. 4. 
VOL. 1. K 
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Lycian inscription, wliich we copied, but found it 
had also been done by our predeceesora. Having 
eeen all that was interesting at AntiphelluB, we 
crossed in the vessel to Point Savedo; a beautiful 
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out in the middle of a little bay, which is so nearly a 
parallelogram, that> but for the great depth of water, 
one might almost imagine it to have been so formed 
by the labour and ingenuity of the ancient inha- 
bitants* We climbed to some sarcophagi and rock- 
tombs cut in the face of the limestone diff, men- 
tioned by Admiral Beaufort On one of the former 
Deacon copied an inscription with great labour. It 
took him an hour and a half.^ One of the rock- 
tombs was inaccessible. The other is large, and of 
the panelled or Elizabethan form, as Sir C. F. calls 
it. I sketched it while D. copied the Lycian in- 
scription; which he could not have done, but with 
the assistance of one of our Turkish captains, Mah- 
moud, an active, intelligent fellow, who climbed up 
like a cat, and traced with a sharp stone the cha- 
racters which D. could not make out.^ 

We afterwards ran over to the island of Castel' 
Rosso, or Castelorizo, as the Greeks call it. W. called 
on Signer Biliotti, brother of the vice-consul at 
Makri, who is consular agent on this island for se- 
veral nations. He confirmed the report we had heard 
of robbers being at Myra, an ancient city where 
there are some fine tombs. He suggested that, if we 
were determined to go there, we should first send on 

* Appendix, A. 1. ' Appendix, A. 2. 
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shore, W gain information from tte priest at the 
monastery of St. Nicolo.' I thought this advice did 
not evince great sagacity, inasmuch aa if robbers 
were there, the priest would not be more disposed to 
be a martyr in our cause than was the Aga of Makri. 
If they thought we were English milordi, worth 
carrying up to tlie mountains for a ransom, they 
might make him give a false report, to induce us to 
land. Biliotti said that one of his own men had 
recently been detmncd at that very place; hut Had 
been released on finding that no ransom could be 
forthcoming. Another band had done a similar 
thing with one of the crew of a vessel that put into 
a little port in Dallaman, and they threatened to kill 
him if he was not redeemed. 

The people in some boats lying near ours, 
along the quay, hearing our conversation, said that 
they had just been obliged to return from Myra, 
because the captaio, of a baud of fifteen or sixteen 
bandits, was in the village with three of his men, and 
the rest were in the neighbourhood. Some more 
were at Phincka, a little further on the coast. 
Moreover, the bishop of Adalia had been obUged 
to take giuirds to escort him to Smyrna. Under the 

' The Emperor of Russia sent a picture of the suint to tliii 
church. It b not unlikely that the dlitur)>e4l slate nf ihe 
conatry b owing to bu roachinatinna. 
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circumstances, I decided that it was not worth 
while to risk my slender wallet, or precious skin, to 
gwD so little. If the reader, being young and 
thoughtless, differ from me, and be inclined to agree 
with my young companion) who was disposed to 
doubt all, or to brave all, I must refer him to page 
69., where he may read, if he will take the trouble, 
my reasons for such prudent decision, or the sum- 
ming up thereof, to save me from the trouble of a 
recapitulation. 

It was very mortifying to come so far, and have 
to return without accomplishing our object. How- 
ever, some idea has been gained of the nature of 
Lycia, about which so much interest had been ex- 
cited. We have visited three of its towns, and seen 
sarcophagi, rock-tombs, and theatres; all its cha- 
racteristics, in fact, tlirough which we shall find our- 
selves more an fait when examining the best of tlic 
luonuraente, no longer in the country, but triuie- 
fcrrcd to the British Museum. 

We have also seen some of the magnificent scenery 
and great natural resources of this glorious country, 
that still offer the same inducements to industry 
which crowned the ancient possessors with such 
signal prosperity, as to have raised them to the 
foremost ranks in tlie civilisation of their day. 

Wc turned from these interesting subjecU of con- 
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tetnplation with the mehinclioly feeling that they 
court in vain the exertions of apathetic poBsessors 
of a cornucopia, who Btarve while ita contents are 
Bcattered around them. 

I coaBoled myself with the reflection tliat, had we 
gone further, wc should hut have seen more of what 
had already shown good apecimeua ; unless, indeed, 
good fortune might have enahled us to make disco- 
veries ; which, perliaps, was too much to hope for, 
ae better travellers had left us but little chance. 

After another conference with Signor Billotti, I 
resolved on returning to Ehodca. Our Turks were 
thunderstruck at what appeared to them to be a 
sudden change of purpose, which should only have 
been reached after a long deliberation, assisted by 
the fiimcs of many tchibuks; and, as it appeared 
they would have to smoke an indefinite number be- 
fore they could make up their minds to return vrith 
us, I astonished them still more by discharging 
them, and the *' Blackboanl," which, by our agree- 
ment, wc had the power of doing at any time. 

Biliotti engaged for us another smaller, but fast- 
pulling boat, of about seven tons, half-decked and 
manned by four Greek sailors, usually employed in 
the sponge-fishery. Wc were to pay 150 piastres 
for the voyagei which tlieee active fellows hoped to 
Rocomplish in one day, by sailing and pulling. They 
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immediately set to work to prepare for departure. 
When tlie Turks found tliie, they regretted not 
having exerted a little more activity in coming to a 
decision to accept our terms ; but consoled themselves 
easily with the pipe and the nap. Mahmoud, how- 
ever, who was very energetic for a Turk, was not so 
easily reconciled. Poor fellow I not long ago he 
hud commanded a fine scliooncr of his own, in which 
he had made prosperous voys^es, and was on his 
way, with all the money he liad gained, to purchase 
a cargo on his own account ; but hts schooner was 
capsized in a heavy squall off Yedi Boriin, and sank, 
leaving him on the wide waters with no other 
worldly goocis than the scanty garments in which he 
swam on shore to an inhospitable coast, along wliich 
be made his way, suffering incredible hardships, and 
arrived in a state of starvation at LevitsL He is now 
obliged to serve iia second with a very inferior 
person to himself; a dieagrceahlc fellow, of whom 
we were glad to be quit. He looked ten shades 
more yellow with rage when I shook hands with 
poor Mahmoud. 

The method in practice with these little coasters, 
is for the owner to receive half the profits for the 
use of the vessel, which he keeps in repair ; the re- 
mainder is divided among the crew. 

The sirocco was still blowing fiercely, wluch wc 
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couKl not get the Turks to face when wialiing to 
go to Myra; we therefore had to wait ita pleasure 
to exhaust itself. 

The island of Castel Robho is without cultivation, 
being utterly harren, though containing a population 
in the town of 8,000 souls. These arc supported 
entirely by tlie proBts from sliip-building, and the 
sponge-fisherica on the coast of Syria and among 
the Greek inlands, in which all the young men are 
engaged. There is, or was, a degree of romance at- 
tached to the occupation. By an ancient law, passed 
in the legislative asaembly of this nearly independent 
republic, it was enacted, that no young man ehould 
be allowed to marry until he had shown certificates 
of being able to dive to a certain depth. The " wis- 
dom of their ancestors" has been defeated, if this 
was intended ae a wholesome check on populatjon in 
so unpromising a land ; for the law seems to have 
operated as an encouragement to early marriages, 
because such a restriction acted as an inducement, 
and was sufficient to stimiUate the gallant youths of 
Caetcl Rosso to the early accomplishment of tho 
feat ; 80 that there ought to be a deeper test given, 
or, at all events, a sliding-scale, according to the 
condition of the community. 

The town is situated on the harlmur. The houses 
arc very badly built, and hud<llcd together. One 
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long and irregular street follows the curve of tlie 
port; other steep and tortuous lanes ascend the hill 
to the middle-age castle of reddish etone, which gave 
the name to the island, Caatel Robso, or Red Castle. 
It is now in mine. These lanes are steep, and very 
rugged, from the undisturbed rock ; which, how- 
ever, is worn BO smooth and slippery by the feet of 
80 many thousands, that the ascent and descent are 
alike difficult, and even dangerous, to the stranger ; 
but the children skip up and down lUte goats. 

The town is, I think, without exception, the 
filthiest I ever saw ; nothing is done for ita ame- 
lioration in any way. The inhabitants are left by 
the Turks to manage their own affairs ; and, as the 
men arc ahnost always away from home, tliey remain 
utterly unmannged, except by the women. 

The harbour ia very fine, affording shelter from 
every wind. 

We searched for the inscription which Mr. Daniel 
tried to find ; but were led to that which he copied 
from a boat. It is on the face of a rock at tlie en- 
trance of the port, and is so much defaced, that only 
a very small part of it could bo made out- 

A little to the right was another.' These inscrip- 
tions correspond in position, and were, no doubt, for 

' Appendix, A. S. 
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the same object aa the shrines of the Virgin at the 
entrance of Italian harbours at this day, where the 
euperatitious Italian sailors invoke the protection of 
the Madonna, or tlielr favourite saint, for a propi- 
tious voyage, as in the following Italian verse, so 
nearly Latin : — 

" Id mare irato, in subils procello, 
Idvoco te, nostra benigna stclla." 

A little beyond this, our guide led ua to & email 4 
tomb cut in the rock just below the castle, to which 
we scrambled with some difficulty. 

April \4th. At ten o'clock we embarked in our 
sponge boat, which had scarcely room for ourcarpeta 
to be spread under the half-deck j above, tlic space 
was occupied by the steersman and a long tiller. 
The rest of the boat was required for the stretch of 
the oars ; so that, when rowing, we had to slow our- 
eelves away as compactly as possible, being only able 
to put our heads up when under sail. 

The wind was favourable at first, but became foul 
in the afternoon. At five o'clock, not being able to 
make licad against it, we were obliged to anchor at 
the scak or landing-place of Fomile, on the west 
side of the " gloomy bay " of Kalama^. Our former 
anehorage was on the cast side. 

Having beanl fmin our boRimcn of some ruins 
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and an Inscription on the hiU^ we went in search of it ; 
but it was too near sunset when we started^ and we 
were obliged to return^ having time enough only to 
take a look at an aqueduct of Cyclopean construction^ 
more like a wall of defence^ with three rude early 
Greek arches ox gateways. 

The yalley of the Xanthus was stretched out 
in wide extent before us^ but enveloped in mist 

After dark the wood-cutters and crew of a brig 
freighting with the great desideratum for Alexan* 
dria^ were assembled in a cavern ; and the strong 
glare of light from a blazing fire falling on their 
wild faces and dark figures flitting about with 
flaming pine torches^ contrasting with the extreme 
darkness of the night and the grandeur of the rock- 
scenery^ had a fine Salvator-like pictorial effect. 

The next day we weighed at daylight, but could 
proceed no further than the rocks near Patara, where 
we had before landed ; the boatmen having declared 
that the weather was very threatening, we were ob- 
liged to go back to Kalamaki Bay ; and anchored in 
a most extraordinary little inlet, behind some huge 
rocks. I confess I did not see any reason to appre- 
hend bad weather ; and if our crew were not paid by 
the voyage, so that it was their interest as much as 
ours to make it as short as possible, I should have at- 
tributed to idleness the wish to anchor agdn so soon. 
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They said that in this neighbourhood also there 
were eome nuns; bo we scrambled over rocks, hoping 
in this very out-of-the-way comer to find something 
which had escaped those lynx-eyed explorera, Spratt 
and Forbes, but withoutsuccess. Theyhaveleft no 
corner unexplored. We only found a vaulted biuld- 
ing of recent date, like tlioee on the island of St. 
Nicolo or Doniajik, and encountered some Yurilk 
tenia, guarded by very fierce dogs. The short walk 
was, however, very pretty. We crossed several 
abundant sources of delicious water, gushing from 
the rocks, with myrtles, oleanders, &c., growing 
around in great profusion. 

The apprehensions of the boatmen proved to be 
correct, and we had to seek better shelter from the 
increasing wind at the scala of Forniis, further in 
the bay. An Arab vessel had anchored, but too 
far out for shelter ; and our men liailed tliem, point- 
ing out a belter berth. 

We took advantage of the detention to make 
another visit to the aqueduct, which crosses a 
narrow pass between two steep liilla, conveying the 
water from one to the other, and to some place 
beyond ; most likely from the moimlains at the head 
of the bay to Patara, thuugli wc saw no vestiges of 
it Uierc. 

The wall id about thirty-five or forty feet high 
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clmC9 inwards, and is covered by a long Etonc as an 
architrave ; a large block above thin, at the middle 
aperture, has on it a long inscription ', extremely im- 
perfect, fio that a email part only could be copied. 
The wall is Cyclopean, or built with stones of irre- 
gidar forms and sizes, characteristic of a certain 
period of Greek architecture. 

On the amnnut is the watercourse, which is not 
" covered in," aa Spratt and Forbes, who are usually 
80 correct, say ; but may be called a stone pipe, 
being a conduit formed of perforated cubical stones 
about two feet six inches in length, countersunk 
to fit one in the other, and fastened originally by 
clamps, aa would appear irom the contiguous holes 
in each stone. These fastenings have been removed ; 
but such ia the accuracy with which the stones were 
fitted one into another, that in a part where the wall 
over one of the apertures has been destroyed, ten of 
the stones farming the conduit still retain, unsup- 
ported, their original position with a very little 
drooping. The perforation is about ten and a half 
inches in diameter. "Where the conduit reaches ihe 
hill the perforated stones are no longer used ; but 
the waterooursc, lying on the ground, i> " covere<l 
U)>** being a mere channel cut in the rock or built in 

' Appandis, K. 6. 




A TUBNEBESQDE BCN8ET. 



143 



I 



some places witli etoneB. We followed it a coneider- 
able way round the crest of the first hill, in the hope 
of being able to find its source ; doubtless it ia in the 
mountains at some miles distance. 

We looked down over the plain of Xanthu9, the 
winding river, and the Fomfis Gule ; a marshy, un- 
inviting land, though it contains such objects of 
interest ; and is forbidden ground to ue. A shower 
of run prevented our taking more than a hasty 
sketch of the aqueduct, which is an important speci- 
men of ancient art ; as showing that in those days 
it was known that water rises again to its level 
in tubes. On descending the very rugged path, a 
stratum was observed very like " fullers' earth." 

jlpril 16th. Weighed at four A.M. with a fair 
wind. On passing the mouth of the River Xanthus 
the plain was still in mist. The turbid water dis- 
coloured the sea to a distance of two miles, and the 
sailors were afraid of the current. The propitious, 
but faithless wind, only carried us round the Yedi 
Borikn ; and left us time to admire its nigged 
scenery, backed by the highest peak of Anticragus, 
still wearing a small cap of snow. The middle 
regions, skirted by dense clouds, marked out, in bold 
relief, the craggy spurs in bright sunlight from the 
deep ravines lost in deepest shade. Towards sunset 
the precipices were bathed in a flood of yellow light. 
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varying in intensity with every inBtant, and pursued 
upwards by the cold ehroud of evening as the 
source of light dipped helow the horizon. The 
snowy mantle of the upper peaks for awliile retained 
the tendereet rose tint, then faded to a cold blue ; 
while the clouds behind, previously cold by contrast, 
became again liglited up, till the sun, already far 
below our horizon, had set to them. Then, for a 
moment, there was another magical change; the 
contrast again of their intensely cold hues gave an 
evanescent brilliancy to the snowy peaks, which 
borrowed a faint warm light by reflexion from il- 
lumined vapoiirs invisible to us in the highest re- 
gions. Then night, which had already enveloped 
us, wrapped the whole in gloom and darkness. 

Towering clouds of cumulus stratus led our boat- 
men to apprehend bad weather; so we anchored in 
the pretty harbour of Doniajik, where we had shel- 
ter a week ago. Glad enough we were, for it was 
nine o'clock before we could get any dinner. 

We here learned from the master of n little brig, 
tlint the " long man " who came to Afokri to demand 
the contribution, and whoeo acquaintance wc had 
made on the Aga'a dtvan, had been killed in a tumult 
in tljc market-place, while endeavouring to enforce 
his claims on the reluctant population. They were 
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now in a greater state of alarm than ever, expecting 
a viait from the whole band, to take signal vengeance 
on them for this exercise of Lynch law, which they 
practice, but are not disposed to submit to, 

There will, it ia said, be a general desertion from 
the town after Easter. Thus the supineness of the 
government will be the cause of ruin of this pince, 
which, with a little encouragement and protection, 
would soon rise to commercial importance.' 

Wednfgday, \7tb. Weighed anchor very easily, 
with R favourable wind from the land ; which, however, 
eoon came round to the westward, and freshened so 
much, that we had again to take shelter in a small 
cove in a rocky islet on the coast of Caria called Papa, 

' Some oflheae reports of the doing* ot bandilli mnj have 
been false, man; of tliem may have been grossly esag- 
gerited; tut ihej exciteil ihe atienlion of our vigilaot nmbas- 
mlor, who made man; inquiries of me relntin^ to them when 
1 went to Conatantinople. I do nut know whether it was the 
result of His Excellence's energy ; but I was told at Rhodes, 
by a Greek vice-consul, that the Turkish goremmenl had, 
•t length, taken actirc measures to remedy these things. 

The obstinate and bigoted old governor of Aloiilab had been 
diaplaf^ed, and an aetive jroung man of the new ichool ap- 
pointed, who immediately set to work to clear the country of 
robbera. He gave espetiiil orders that Chemi Oglii, the miir- 
dMvr of Jones, should be taken alive or dead. Forty of the 
thieves were, in conseiiuenee, caught, and the chief was shnt 
while trying to make bis escape. The country became traiii]iiil 
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r a trrer, wliicli we could we to the norih-wcft, 

\i a bar at its eotrance. This may be tbe Maad 

«paea or Rhodti^^, and ibe nT«r Calbts, Bul ly 

ibo to be Dar^able near tbe tea. Hk t^tattd w 

inhabited; bui m covered witk moA luxnriiuii pa^- 

■^eiaoyeJbyaCTgCTiho nM — ddoakey*. 0»e«f 

I laUcE wM ovojo^ ed st our uiiiu, |>netaig ■• 

Ilk own n imm iri l mj, aad emmt toottMg don 

ibiDto be noticed, a|ipaKBtlj glad toieaew &• 

■D^nuntance with maa. He arcwnpaMBed ■■ u o«r 

lamUe. He bad eridentlT nejtx aened an Ei^;Geli 

donkev boy '. 

There were no appearances of recent Tisitors : bot 
at tbe lower end of the Uiet we tuond ruin^ of 
vaults, and hooves with gardeof, where the vine and 
fig-tree yearfv bring forth tbeir on^thered truit. 
At the highest part, on the outer end of this rocW 
i^let of »ddle-back form, there ar« the retnains of a 
monument, which in ita day moft hare been of 
great importance : though now even the parpi.<i*« of 
it l» buried in oblirioo. Conjecture, of coarse, will 
reg-Ard it a# commemoratiTe of mme ancient h«n>. 
Th^n? li no inacriptioa or token of any kind to 
den.ittf whether it was raised by pciTate affection or 
natii'mil gratitude. 

Ii ij a truncated pyramid on a ^uare base, th« 
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side of whict measures fifty feet, built of Roman 
bricks. It is very much broken away at tlie base, 
on one side especially, revealing the vaulted interior, 
about sixteen feet in diameter, and the same in 
height, with indications of four places or niches 
where sarcophagi may have been deposited. The 
wails are about sixteen feet iu thickness at the base. 
It was no ordinary force which broke into it. The 
mass is so solid and the cement so strong, that tlie 
lower part of one angle of the pyramid is completely 
removed beneath, so that it projects many feet un- 
supported. 

The truncated summit very likely was intended 
for a statue ; of which we could see no indications, 
and we had no time for careful examination. Night 
soon overtook us. 

The next day a favourable land wind enabled us to 
leave our little refuge and shape our course towards 
Rhodes ; from which the islet is distant only about 
twenty-five miles. But when we hod got out to sea 
the wind freshened and headed us, so that we could 
barely look up towards to our point. A fine frigate 
passed very close to us, under double-reefed topsails 
and courses, but without colours. We found after- 
wards ehe was Turkish. The wind increased very 
much with a spray dashing over the boat which nearly 
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waalied poor Panaghiotti overboard. We ouly just 
fetched to windward to WindniUl Point, and bad to 
make a couple of tacks to get into tbe arsenal 
harbour. A squaU came on half an hour after our 
arrival, which would in all probability have termi- 
nated our voyage before reaching the port. Our 
little sponge boat could not have lived through it. 
The welcome of our kind friends Mr. and Mrs. Kerr 
was doubly gratifying. On relating to hira our 
adventures, and pointing out the danger in which I 
considered the vice-consul and the population of 
Makri to be, he asked me to write to him officially 
on the subject ; copies of which letters he forwarded 
to the ambassador at Constantinople, and to the com- 
mander-in-chief of the fleet, I also accompanied 
the consul to the governor-general, Regib Paclm, to 
Btatc to him our opinion, that it would be of great 
advantage if he would send over to Makri the 
armed schooner then lying in the harbour of Hhodca, 
to keep the robbers in check, and afford protection 
to the population of that town. His Excellency 
demurred for a long while, on the plea lliat he 
doubted whether this schooner could reach the 
robbers in the mountains. While admitting the 
force of this objection, we urged that the guns of the 
vcaael could deter them from coming into the 
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town ; and also prevent the niinous consequences 
of its desertion by the iuliabitant^. Tliis he did 
not venture to denyj but said he could not keep 
the schooner there more thaii three or four days; 
and that after her departure there would be more 
danger than ever, from the vengeance of the rob- 
bers, increased hy an abortive attempt to control 
them. To tliia we replied, that the promptness of 
the vizier In affording protection to the people 
would have a great moral efiect, and would lead to 
the supposition that stronger measures would follow. 
"Whereupon he shifted his ground, and bethought 
him that Makri was not under his government, but 
that of the Pacha of Moulah; eo that he had no 
right to interfere. He evidently wished things to 
take a course which would leave him undisturbed. 
His only jianacea being " Bnkallam!— We shall see," 
and asAuniDccs of the greatness of God. " Allah 
kerim I " In which liis dragcman Altini, an Annc- 
nian, seemed to encourage him. One magic word, 
however, decided the wavering and supine go- 
vernor, — Mr. Kerr told him he had written on the 
eabject to Sir Stratford Canning. At that well known 
and respected name he said bo would give orders 
for the schooner to go over to Makri the following 
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CHAP. VII. 

« 

HYTILENE. 

The Population chiefly Greek. — The Government is in their 
own Hands. — Unjust Complaints against the Turks. — Anti- 
quities. — A fine marble Throne. — A good School-house 
and intelligent Master. — Byzantine Buins. — Great Mor- 
tality. — The Saints are the principal Practitioners. — A 
Child under Treatment. — Picturesque Aqueduct. — A long 
Walk. — Ride to Mount Olympus. — Porto Jero. — Hot 
Baths. — Olive- trees " burnt '* by the Frost. — Malaria and 
its Causes. — A Storm in the Mountains. — Ajasso. — Shops 
made of Calico. — The Church of Santa Therapia. — Pious 
Indignation of an old Woman. — Expiatory Tapers. — Dinner 
on Horseflesh. — Excellent Melons. — The Cavassi-Bashi. — 
The bald Head of Olympus. — Charming Kef. — Pretty 
Negress. — Embark for Smyrna. — Run over a Boat. — The 
great Turkish Frigate. — Admiral Slade. — Fig-picking and 
packing. 

September 2nd. On the way from Constantinople, in 
the " Germania,'* the best of the Austrian Lloyd's 
steamers, we landed at Mytilene at a very unseason- 
able hour, four o'clock in the morning. With much 
compunction, the landlord of the only inn, or rather 
small cabaret, recently established, was knocked up 
from his bed. The inconvenience, however, was 
probably less to him, as much dressing was not 
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required, while we ahould have been compelled to 
reniiiin in the streets till daylight, skirmishiiig with 
the doga. Mine host put eolid consolation for himself 
in the bill. 

The interior gave iia better quarters than we had 
anticipated, especially conslderiDg tlie expectations 
we Iind entertained of not finding any. I was, how- 
ever, glad not to be obliged to seek hospitality with 
the British vice-consul, Mr. Werry, who, as I had 
previously been informed by the French vice-consul 
I met at Pera, lays claim to all travellers as guests. 
This is all very well when such are scarce ; but when, 
as at present, they swarin, it is laying a heavy tax 
on the kindness of an ofHcial, and I hud not the 
pleasure of his acquaintance. 

On exchanging calb, he kindly gave us an in- 
vitation, and accepted our excuses; but placed liia 
very intelligent servant Basilio at our disposal, as lie 
knows both town and country welL 

The population of the island is between 60,000 
and 70,000, chiefly Greeks; of whom 12,000 are iu 
tlic town. The government is actually in the hands 
of the Greek inhabitants, as the Turkish governor is 
nearly nominal, and very easily reduced to that con- 
dition if he shows any diitpositiou to be obnoxious. 
For this purpose double the amount of taxes required 
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by the governinent at Stamboul is usually collected, 
and one-lialf is reserved for a fund to bribe the 
Sublime (virtue of the) Porte. 

While they do not scruple to overtax themselves 
for tbia unworthy object, they will not raiee a 
piastre for the repairs of the town, or for clearing 
out tbeir bnrbotir ; which is capable of great im- 
provement, inasmuch as it was formerly good, and 
now it is useless. It only requires the exercise 
of a little industry, and a small outlay of capital. 
I will not venture to affirm that this would re- 
store it to the condition in which it was under 
ancient Hellenic enterprise, but it might be made 
available for small coasting vessels. 

Still, with all the sngacity and aptness for trade 
evinced by the Greeks of the present day, blind 
hatred for the Turks paralyses their exertions when 
there is any prospect of their participating in the 
advantages. As in the present case, the restora- 
tion of the harbour, altliougli it would bo of im- 
wcnec benefit to tJiemselvcs, would give increased 
revenue to the sultan ; which is quite sufficient to 
make them forego iLe far greater advantages they 
would derive. Their complaint of oppression from 
the Turks is unjust,— at this time at all events; 
eince they are all but independent They only give 
uttemnce to comphunts of traditional rapacities. 
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There is but little of interest to be found in the 
town. In the court-yard of the church of Saint 
Theodoro is an ancient marble throne or chair^ with 
this inscription : — 

nOTAMONOS 

TOAEZBQNAKTOZ 

KAeEAPIA. 

(The chair of Potamon, the Chief of the Lesbians.) 

It is richly carved in white marble, and is in very 
good preservation.' This Potamon, as it appears, 
was a great friend of Tiberius Ciesar, whose benevo- 
lence he commends. He was furnished with a pass- 
port from him to this e^ect : ^' If any one dare to 
ill-treat Potamon, the son of Lebonax, let him 
beware ; except he is able to wage war with him.'' 
The chair was used as the throne of the chief-priest 
in important ceremonies. 

In the suburbs we saw a very neat and well-built 
school-house, where 600 children receive instruction 
in the primary, and 300 in the superior branches of 
education. The director appeared to be a very 
intelligent man. Strange to say, the only modem 
language he knows is German, which he speaks 

> See Title page. 
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fluently. Greeks most frequently speak French 
and Italian. 

In the suburbs we found some extensive ruins, 
arches, and vaults of Byzantine architecture, with a 
subterranean church, apparently in great repute, 
near which were fragments of large Doric columns 
and entablatures ; tending to prove that the celebrity 
of the spot is not attributable to the saint to whom 
in Christian times it has been dedicated, but rather 
usurped by him. A vaulted chamber in the precinct 
contained a vast number of human bones, thrown in 
promiscuously. It is the charnel-house of Lesbians, 
to which there is a great accession daily, as the town 
is suffering from an annually repeated indiscretion ; 
namely, the consumption of unripe fruit, that has 
caused gastric fever, of which fifty people have died 
during the last twenty days. The inhabitants arc all 
in dismay, as there is no hospital, and they do not 
appear to have much faith in the talents of the 
Faculty here. The saints have much more practice. 
Which is the more successful my experience did 
not teach me, though I saw one patient under treat- 
ment of the latter. In a church a sick child was 
in process of curing, by being passed by a priest 
under a bier supporting a wooden coffin or sarco- 
phagus, in which reposed a saint whose mouldering 
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bones had the reputation of working cures on the 
suffering humanity he h.is left behind. The squall- 
ing child hfld little confidence in the efficacy of 
the operation, which evidently caused much dis- 
comfort to its poor debilitated frame; and had 
still less in the mumbled prayers of the priest, 
which were drowned by its criea. The pale, ema- 
ciated, and cruelly exhausted infant was then 
seated on a stool, and small pieces of cotton-wool 
were placed in a mystic manner about its person. 
It was taken from the inside of the coffin ; where 
it doubtleita had derived virtue from contact with 
the holy bones. The poor, infatuated mother, after 
having burned a proper number of tapers and paid 
the priest, carried off her sick dailing in full con- 
fidence and joy at being provided with an infallible 



The hottest time here is said to be generally from 
the 15th of August to the 15th of September, 
when the air ia stagnant and oppressive. We were 
fortunate in having found this unbearable period 
curtailed by a few days ; for the weather is now 
delightful, though warm. 

In the afternoon we took a very beautiful walk, 
recommended by Mr. Worry, and were accomp.-uiied 
by his man Bosilio. The first object of attraction was 
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a ruined aqueduct with pointed arches, which, with 
the mountain, of very picturesque outline, in the 
back-ground, formed a Gccne of great beauty. We 
ascended a ridge above the town, which well "re- 
paid the toil." The view commands the channel 
between the inland and the mainland of Asia 
Minor, as far as the gulf of Smyrna on one side, 
while turning round you look upon the magni&cent, 
tliough useless, harbour of Port Olivicro, or Porto 
Jcro, — like a lake eurrounded by steep mountains, 
above which Olympus towers in the back-ground { 
the sides of the nearest are clothed with treee, prin- 
cipally olives. 

Basilio, on the faith of our boast of being good 
pedestrians, took us across the country, where there 
were no roads, but abundance of loose stones on 
the steep acclivities, and a " rare crop " of thistles, 
through which we were obliged to dash, in spite of 
our very thin nether protectors. Busilio assured u» 
it wa» all "mroTt — nothing," and promised us ever 
and anon a splendid road, which however wc did not 
find. After dark we came upon the magni6cent re- 
mains of an ancient aqueduct, formerly crossing a wide 
valley. Four lofty arches are standing, with sup- 
plementarj' ones to strengthen them, on account of 
their height I regretted it was to<> kte to make any 
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f xaminAtion of it. We pushed on paat a villnge, 
where there was still much sickness, and a great 
ranny had died. The dead bodies were buried so 
near the surface, as to cause an excessive stench, 
likely to propagate a fever of more dangerous clia- 
racter. Upon this being represented to the go- 
vernor, he caused the graves to be vaulted over. If 
it had depended on his care, the island would have 
been depopulated, and the result of his neglect would 
have been ascribed, as usual, to " Kismet — Fatei" 

The road which Basilio had promised, instead of 
being good, as he constantly aseerted to keep up 
our spirits, varied from bad to worse at every step. 
Where unpaved it was heavy with sand and very 
prickly with thistles, which grow here as in their 
uiOBt favourite soil. When paved, the stones, set 
in great variety of positions, had most perversely 
always the sharpest edges upi>crmost, to the great 
diecomrort of our jaded soles. The last part of the 
walk was a relief in one respect, being along the 
sca-ihore ; hut equally fatiguing, from not being firm. 
We arrived at the locanda, or hotel, at half-past eight 
o'clock, very much repenting our vain boasting. 

The next day horses were at the door at six o'clock 
in the morning, for a little tour we had arranged in 
the interior. The saddles promised very little com- 
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fort. They were of this country, merely a pack- 
Baddte made of wood, with a high peak before and 
beliind, and no etirrupe. However, by loading them 
with carpets, they proved better than they ioukcd. 
We excited eome amusement by our eflFeminate way 
of riding with our legs across the horse ; a practice 
which is only adopted here by women, 

Ba^ilio was our guide. The suridji generally ran 
on before us, except when fortunate enough to get a 
lift on a donkey or mule going part of our way. 
Our road lay up a fine, rocky, little valley bordered 
with oleanders in blossom in great profusion. We 
reached the ridge, or col, where we were yesterday 
evening, looking over Port OHviero ; but this time 
we were more to the eastward. The change of po- 
sition of course varied the view, and the grandeur 
was much heightened by the dark gloom of deep 
purple which enveloped the mountains. The effect 
wua very fine, but not encouraging, as it had very 
much the appearance of a coming storm. The 
Greeks, however, who ought to have been more 
weather-wise, said it was all "TtTrore."' So we pushed 
on, through extensive oHve groves, nearly all de- 
stroyed or burnt, " bruciati," aa they call it, by the 
frost of last winter. Only those in sheltered posi- 
tions have esca[ied. 
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At the upper eDd of the harbour, or Luke Jero, 
are some fine cliffs, and behind them the highest 
peak of Oljtnpus, resembling old Ben An, " his 
forehead bare," at Loch Katrine. At the foot of 
the hill where it reaches the shore we found hot 
springs and good hatha, and partook of coffee and 
very fine fige, frcah from the tree, offered by the 
vil Turk who keeps the baths. Further on, at 
the bade of the cliffs before mentioned, are abundant 
springs of fresh water gushing out from the rock 
for a long space. The road is carried above the 
over- flowing from these, by a paved causeway. 
Rank grass and shrubs, in great variety and luxuri- 
ance, show what nature would do to reward the 
industry which would turn this copious supply of 
water to the purposes of irrigation. Now, by neglect, 
it stagnates on the rich plain, converting it into a 
pestilential nsarsh; a fertile source of malaria in 
summer, to the crews of vessels coming here to load 
■with the produce of the extensive olive groves, or 
rather forests. A very little exertion in draining 
would remedy this.' 

It took us more than an hour to cross this plain ; 

' Lord Ciirlble (Diary in Turkiih and Greet Wulert) thinks 
it poMible that our fleet way come here to wintor. If ao, it 
would be of importance to get rid of this cause of sickness, so 
ibat our gkilsnt fellows tatj not bive another insidious cnem]' 
to cope with. 
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wbicli might be the moat fertile in the world, but 
is now very littfe cultivatcJ. We, however, pnsseJ 
some neat-looking Turkish farm-houflea. 

At the extremity of this commences the ascent 
of Mount Olympus, lu a fine valley, wJlh ateep 
rocky hills on either side, and a well-paved rood. 
Wc bad nut proceeded far when the storm we had 
apprehended, contrary to the assurances of our 
Greeks and secontlary appearances, — for it had 
shown a strong disposition to disperse, — threw off 
its fair mask, and suddenly collecled its forces, as if 
preparing to fall on us in all its fury now that it 
had U5 within it j domain, where — 



" The mighiieit of Ihe a 



:t hub ta'en his lUnd." 



We bad but just time to dismount, and take shelter 
under a fine plane-tree ; and, covering ourselves with 
the carpets that had served as saddles, wc were able 
to defy it and enjoy the mngntfiecnt spectacle of a 
tempest among the mountains. 

" Fit "long. 
From pcnk to peak, the rnltling crtgs among, 
Lctpc the lire ihuniler ! Not from one Ion? vioud, 
But ever; mountaio now halh found u tangue." 



The roads were almost instantaneouely flooded ; 
but in half an hour tlie wind and nun ceased, and 
wc proceeded under the dripping branches 




Careni is a pretty spot for "doing kef;" with 
fountains, tAnks, and seats under the delicious shade 
of wide-spreading plane-trees. If we were oppressed 
by sun and fatigue, inetead of being cramped and half 
wet, we might have been tempted to a long rest ; as 
it was, we rejoiced in the aJvantage of a good paved 
road to travel over ; where, on either aide, the tor- 
rent was rushing past us tearing the unpaved parts 
intfl ugly gullies. 

Every available spot on the steep mountain side 
is terraced for olive plantations; which, however, 
were all destroyed by the frost last winter. The 
sultan, to relieve and encourage liis ungrateful 
Rayah subjects, has remitted the taxes for a certain 
number of years to all who will plant young trees. 

At noon we arrived at Ajasso, a large village 
built en amphithcdlre in a recess of the mountain 
valley. The entrance is by an arch of an aqueduct. 
We alighted at the principal coffee-shop, where we 
found the Cavassi-hnshi, or chief of the police, seated 
M a magistrate in his office to hear cases. He was 
enrrounded by his subordinate cavasaes ; a act of wild- 
looking Amilts. 

We had fortunately aj-rived on the eve of a great 
festa, which had collected a large coacourec of 
people, for the diligent exercise of pleasure, bueineee, 

VOL. I. M 
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or devotion; or all three. The firet geetnei] lo be 
Btcadily progressing, in spite of tlie weather j whidi 
had disconcerted thoae on 'chnnjre, especially the 
yenders of Manchester cottons, which seemed to be 
the principal merchandise. Tljey had made little 
booths or shops with the material they had to sell; 
an ingenious expedient, as it served several pur- 
poses, though unfortunately not for shelter in bail 
weather, They vrerc consequently deserted by 
buyers, sellers, and goods ; and stood dripping, duTcr- 
ing, fluttering, very nnhappy-looking ghosts of dhn|is. 
Devotion and enjoyment, as is the case wilti 
extremes, met under the portico of tJic ehurch of 
Saint Therapia. The edifice, dedicated to n health- 
giving saint, as we may suppose from the name, 
is doubtless on the site of a fane in honour of a 
corresponding deity of an older mythology. ^Vithi 
it was more like an hoapit.d than a church. Patiei 
in every stage of suffering were lying < 
ranged on both sides of the nave, and in the ai^lM 
£ach had his or her tittle stock of provi^oiM 
comforts, or restoratives, by the side of the bed ; i 
if they were resolved not to quit the sacred prectnctol 
till Santtl Tlicrnpia herself should step out from her 
gilt frame, and lead them out tniirn rt tnuft. On 
the Kreen> richly ornamented with ovcrcliarged 
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carving and gilding, were several pictures of saints; 
among which the Panaghia, or Virgin Mary, had all 
the honours of the day. Offerings of all kindi< were 
\ brought to it ; some of handsomely embroidered 
' haadkercliie& A beautiiul child waa held up by its 
father to kiss the picture ; but, as if conscious of the 
exuberant healtli mantling in its rosy cheeks, it pre- 
ferred sacrilegiously to play with the gorgeous silver 
and gilt ornaments and draiiery, which encased all 
the figure of tlie Virgin, except the liice. 

The priest invited us to go inside the iconostasis or 
ficrccD ; and coaxed us with his blandest smilca and 
importunities to confirm our assertions of being 
Christians by imitating his outward and visible signs, 
of croesings and genuflexions, not a few. An old 
woman seemed quite exasperated at what slie doubt- 
less considered to be stiff-necked contumacy. Baj^ilio, 
however, appeased priest, old woman, and picture 
by offering a large taper ; which he lighted and 
placed before it (the picture of the Panaghia) with 
bowings and crossings enough fur all, to expiate the 
sin of having brought heretics into the church. 

Our dinner was ready at the caffinet ou our 
return. It required all the appetite bestowed by a 
long ride, and the blessing which Santa Therapia is 
expected to give, to enable us to digest the first 
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course, n boiled shin of beef — or horse, — very dry, 
and so tough, aa to be Etill wrlth'mg in contortions 
after the operation of catting it into junks; which I 
ahnoat expected to see leap from the platter, like & 
piece ortwist4Hl caoutchouc. We made ample amends, 
however, with the second course, consisting of 
delicious melon, almost equal to those of Cassaba near 
Smyrna, or of Gumlik near Ismid (Nicomedia), of 
moat fragrant and luscious memory, — figs, tolerable 
wine, coffee, and narguilehs, with all of which we 
were able to return a compliment to the Cavassi- 
bashi, and his Amilte. We hod a jolly sitting with 
tiie fine, gentlemanly old man, laughing very heartily 
at one another's unintelligible jokes. The enters 
toinmeiit cost five and a half piastres ; about A 
shilling. 

Olympus showed his bald head above the clouds 
before we departed, as if in mockery of the double 
di^ppointment at our not having been able to ecalo 
him, or his namesake near Brussa, 

We returned to the town without incident ; or, at 
all events, our fatigue did not allow us to bo cogoi- 
eont of any, biit the discomfort of the hard saddle 
wlicreby we were so much damaged, as to modify 
our intentions of making another equestrian tour the 
next day. In fact, we preferred walking, though 




unable to reach the strait leading 
viero, which is eaid lo have some 
Bcenery. We contented oureelvca ' 
etroll along the sear-shore, nnd 
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into Port Oli- 
:ery fine rocky 
rith a charming 
gentle hills 
covered with oll^e-trees, imforttinately much in- 
jured. 

A long path, paved, as is ueual in the East, with 
■mall pebbles, shaded by a pergola with delicious 
grapes hanging under it, led us to Acroterio, a 
country-house of the Pacha, about four miles from 
the town. Here, on peeping in, we found all the 
appliances for kef; — shade, lovely prospect, tanks, 
and tlie music of frogs ; moreover, the grass was 
tempting. But, before we conld resign ourselves to 
their soft influences, out came a little negre^s, who 
evidently was sent from the harem to Inquire our 
business. I expected torrents of abuse in the sweet 
Turkish language: but Dinah was very young, pretty, 
and smiling ; so we exhibited somnolescent tendencies 
and languid smiles. ^\'hereat the dark houri disap- 
peared ; but soon returned, with attendants bearing 
carpets, which they spread under the most shady 
bower, and close to the most croaking frogs; and 
baving placed within our reach large bunches of 
cteliciuus grai^^s, she i^ain retired, smiling more 
■weetly than ever. It was very nice, tlintkef! We 
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';'-*J "f t/j Stuvrna fir^i, we fared «m?>derabl v ; 
-..■'I tc: ^aJuH hi' c'jinmisiion. 
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In approaching Smyrna we ran OTCr a small 
Turkish kaik. The steamer was stopped immedi- 
ately, and a boat lowered, with small chance of 
saving the crew, as a couple of stokera only, who 
had just come up for fresh air from the engine-room, 
volunteered for the attempt. So, seeing they could 
neither pull nor steer, I felt tlie disagreeable ncces- 
aity of going in aid, — the poor fellows' cries were 
becoming fainter. By my keeping the boat's head 
in the right direction, after much bungling and sho- 
velling with the oars, the stokers managed to reatli 
them ; and tha poor "Turks found the benefit of wear- 
ing a lock of hair on the crown of their heads. I 
will not say positively, that we pulled them into the 
boat by means of it ; but we might have done so, if 
we had thought of such a convenience. The infidels 
did not eccm to believe they were saved, but conti- 
nued yelling and screaming long after they were 
seated in the boat ; and after they had been hauled 
op the side of the vessel, the new world which broke 
upon ihcm, the noise of the engine, and the fires, 
led them to imagine, possibly, that they had passed 
the narrow bridge into a different place to that which 
they hail calculated on going to. 

We found the Turkish fleet lying at Smyrna. 
Mr. Brant, the hospitable and zealous BrJtieh con- 
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sul, received us with his usual kindness. Admiral 
Slade was there : we accompanied him on board the 
Turkish frigate of seventy-four guns, with a mag- 
nificent gun-deck^ in very fine order. The store- 
rooms are fitted very like those in our ships of war^ 
but the sick bay was far superior. Each patient had 
a comfortable standing bed-place, with mosquito- 
curtains, and a little table by his side for medicines^ 
cordials, &c. 

Mustapha Pacha, whom we knew at Rhodes, had 
his flag in this vessel. His cabin was handsomely 
fitted up. 

Among the things worth seeing in Smyrna, the 
bustling operation of fig-picking is very amusing. 
Four hundred men, women, and children were em- 
ployed at Mr. Paterson^s establishment. The super- 
intendent went continually round with ferocious 
looks, flourishing a stick to urge them to diligence ; 
but it was evident, from the giggling of the girls, 
that his zeal was excited by the presence of his 
master, whose kind manner showed that he also was 
not fitted for a slave-driver, and it had its natural 
efiTect of inducing his people to work well and cheer- 
fuUy. 

The operation consisted in selecting the best figs, 
and in packing them in drums, for exportation. It 
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B considered to be so disgusting a process, that no 
Smjrniote will eat packed figs, without well wash- 
ing them ; thereby destroying much of tha flavour 
I in getting rid of a little, perhaps imaginaiy, dirt. 
I "We were delighted ngain to see our very kind and 
I boepitable friends, Mr. and Mrs. Hanson^ sod their 
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We embark for Rbodu's. — News about the " Genlleiuen' 
Makri. — A Greek Merohitiit. — A great DisappointincDt. — 
A Toiir of the Island. — Pan^ — Trianda. — Tlie Drirun 
City JnljEUf. — A simple Breakraat. — Uncullivated Land. 

— Ancient and medieval Ruins — A Caalle of the KuigfaU. 

— Enibonn. — Hospitable and jolly P«p«.— Ascent of A* J 
Mount«in. — Extensive View. — Grand Scenery and raj^ged I 
Roads. — Great Water-shed. — Rnck-lombs. — Reported! 
Ruin*. — The Dorian City of Cainirus. — Shrines. — Pine 
Foreati. — The Dorian City Lindus. — The AcmpKlii, and 
th« Ca»tle of the Knights. — Reniaina of a Theatre — A 
mi;tiiific«nt Rock-tomb. — A mi*ehievoii« Turk — Promiitt^ J 
ttlda of the Vi»icr. — Cnpabililies of ihe Island. — Th« T 
ancient Rhoillans. — The Colossus. — Its probable Site. — ] 
Bitimation of its Si«e. — Rhodes under the Knights. — 
Iires«nt State, — Capabilities of Improvement. — The present I 
Inhabitants. — Pun aghiotli is wrecked. — Sequel of hb IIi» 
lory. — A inyilcrious Arrival. — Wu embark for Syria.— 
Derilt. — Diln[iidated Harbour. 



Having been defeated in our attempts to traverse I 
Lyeia in tlic eprinjf, we reeolved on making a j 
dcHent upon Cilieia, a country lesa known to I 
modern exiilorerf, wltli tLe exeeption of Colond I 
Leako. In ancient times it coutained many pro- | 
■perous cities and files of interest, of which few lutv«. J 
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been discovered. We therefore hoped for some 
success in this journey, to repay the former dis- 
appointment. 

Our arrangement was to take the Austrian 
steamer to Rhodes, and wait there a fortnight for 
the *^ Grand Turk " coasting steamer, which touches 
at Tarsus. This would afford a little time for stay-* 
ing with our kind and estimable friends, IVIr. and 
Mrs. Kerr, as we had promised. 

Fortunately Panaghiotti, our former dragoman, 
was disengaged; and though he had not travelled 
in Cilicia, his general experience would be valuable, 
and we were glad to find that his conduct had been 
good during our absence. 

Before our departure we paid our respects to the 
governor of Smyrna, His Highness Khnlil Pacha, 
who expressed gratification at seeing us again, and 
conversed freely in French, which he had not done 
before. He was very energetic in his denunciation 
of Russian encroachments and aggressions, hoping 
that the time would soon arrive when they would 
be checked by the interference of the other powers 
of Europe. 

September 9th. We embarked in the " Italia," one 
of the best of the Austrian Lloyd's steamers. Our 
acquaintance. Signer Biliotti, British vice-consul of 
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Maki'i, waa among the paeaengers. He ^aid lltat 
the laet account, of the murder of the bandit' in the 
luwkct-pliice, waa not true ; but the country was 
Htill in such a disturbed state, that he bad applied 
to Khalil Paclia for assistance. His Higbne^ Itad 
frequently written to the Porte for instructions 
ivithout effect ; so he gave Biliotti an order for the 
governor of A[oulah to supply bini with thirty c»- 
rajiscs for the protection of the town. " But he ex- 
I>ected that bigoted official of the old school would 
evade the order. Thus the chances are much la 
favour of impunity in Turkey. 

Among many Greek p.isaengers waa one of the 
richest traders of Scio. From what he ^d, which is 
also the general opinion, his astute countrymen are 
bidding fair to drive the English merchants out of 
the Levant. He accounts for It plausibly by saying, 
that in his own caae he had devoted twenty-four 
years tu visiting every country with which he ha* 
commercial relations, residing in each for a time, 
in order to become acquainted with the ninnnere, 
language, &c. He ha^ a house of business at Glas- 
gow nnd one at Manchester, nrngazincs at Constan- 
tinople and all the principal places in the Levant. 
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He goes continually from one to another, looking 
narrowly after hhfiie agente, so that any negligence 
or dishonest practices are sure to be detected. 

He insinuated that English merchants are above 
their work ; but tlie true difference seems to be, that 
ours are " merchant prlncee," or gentlemen, of which 
the Hanaona at Constantinople and the Whiltles 
at Smyrna are good examples ; also Mr. Heald of 
Berilt; and the Greeks will never be anything but 
pedlars. If they beat us out of the field, it will be 
the honourable retreat of high-minded, fair deiJiug 
from chicanery. This he proved by his own testi- 
mony ; for he inveighed against the Taozimat, saying, 
he preferred the former system in Turkey, when 
Christian Rayahs apparently laboured under diffi- 
culties and oppression, for then, he said, they could 
make facilities; showing thereby the morbid ap- 
petite that could only be excited by illicit gain. 

Sephmber lOM. We landed at Rhodes, and found 
that Mr. Kerr was in the act of removing to his 
new house, of which we had assisted in laying the 
first stone Inst spring. He received us with the 
same frank welcome. We were much disconcerted 
at learning that as the " Grand Turk " steamer re- 
quired repairs, one trip would be missed. We took 
advantage of the delay to make a little tour of the 
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iil'inrl, the season of the year being delightful. 
We started on the 13th of September, with four 
miilci^ and a donkey, accompanied, as guide and 
fiuriji, by Panga, one of the moat good-humoured 
Grcekfl I ever saw. He professed to know every 
part of the island, to be an excellent ehot, and 
undertfKjk to keep us well supplied with game. 
Panga was well known over the island, and seemed 
to have a sort of wondering conviction that nothing 
could be done without him, especially by the ladies^ 
who could not be prevailed to venture on a picnic 
except under his guidance ; " Panga qui, Panga 
la ! " Every one was calling for Panga. He cer- 
tainly did justify his good opinion of himself, except 
in the case of the partridges and the venison which 
he i)r()niised. lie failed in this part of his contract, 
though under a strong protest that the blame was 
more to be attached to the birds ; who, to do them 
juj*ticc, exercised singular patience till they were 
almost in danger of being trodden on, when they 
flew away, leaving Panga aghast 

The first part of our road lay along the north-west 
coast of the island, among immense fragments of 
brescia, a very hard agglomeration of pebbles. These 
had fallen from a high cliif, which had all the appear- 
ance of being a raised beach, already described by 
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Admiral Sir Francln Beaufort hore and in Kara- 
mania, We found a stratum of the same on the actual 
beach, forming a wide and level pavement under the 
sand. At the angle of the bay the cliffa have receded, 
leaving an amphitheatre of rugged sand-hills, par- 
tially clothed with vegetation, and enclosing a small 
plain. Here we came upon a settlement of about 
thirty lepers ; most pitiable objects, dragging on a 
miserable exiatence on the precai-ious supplies of 
their friends. They seemed, in addition to the 
loathsome effect of the disease, to be half-starved, and 
aome were nearly in a state of nudity. We arrived 
in two hours at the foot of the almost isolated hill 
of Trianda ; formerly a favourite country residence 
of the Knights of St. John, as the village at the 
base is now of the Levantine inhabitants of the city. 
Kear the summit is an excellent spring of water, 
with a cottage in a very picturesque situation, com- 
manding a view of the bay with the distant moun- 
tains of CarJa. The immediate access to the plateau 
on the surface of the cliff, by which the hill is 
nearly surrounded, is by a gateway of one ruined 
ftrch, flanked by a tower on the cliff. 

The level plateau seems to have been encompassed 
by walls where it is not precipitous. The position 
is admirable for a fortress. Captain Graves, B.N., 
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linit fixtit] (111 it n« Uie Nte of OdtjrroaUL, &ni] the 
villiige tif Kremaste in the neighbourliood for ihtt 
of the aDcicnt city Jalysus, which U one of the 
thrvo founded by the Dorian colonists. The othrr 
two, namely, Lindua and Caiuirus, being known, it 
would be ilexirabic to fix the position of the thinL 

The locHlitiuH ehuecn by Captain Gr.tvea preseot 
ttonie very plausible features ; but the dbtaacc does 
not agree with that given by Strabo, who e».y», 

Ixiiii to Apollo, — then MnaByiium, then Atabyris, 
— then Camirun, then the burgh Jalyaus; above 
irhiih in a citalcl named Oclit/roma, and situated 
ahiitit lii/hti/ ntadri from the city of Rhodes. The 
intiTiiK'dialG space," that is, I presume, between 
CuminiM anil Ochyroma, "is the seaboard Thoan- 
tiuui." ' The distnnec of the hill of Trianda is, 
howevtT, cciircely five miles from Rhodes. 

Alhciiiciis' (ijiciiks of a very strong city called 
Achaiu in the territory of Jalysus, held by Pha- 
laiitcn and hiit Plxenician eolonist^^ against Iphiclu^, 
wlio eventually took it by fraudulently aeeoniplishing 
a ridiculoUH unicle. 

I I.ili. xiv. p.nSI. (Fc /nin».) Dr. Cramer'; nnlioc oF tli*^»i? 
jilitivi is r[uiti> iiiiiNivUijjibU' ; though, in other rospett.% bis 
ur.rk i» iuv,iliiii1,lt.-. 

" Diuui-bida-, oji. Athpn. (Fr. Irani.) 
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We found only two fragments of columns which 
by their style seemed to have been of the Dorian 
period ; but the summit of the hill was strewn with 
numerous remains of the time of the Knights of 
St. John. The principal ruin was a large building, 
combining apparently the purposes of a church and 
a palace. It was composed of many chambers, all 
vaulted and groined, the corbel-heads having a 
shield bearing a cross. There were also several 
stones with armorial bearings. One of the walls 
retained the coating, of a very fine stucco, resem- 
bling white marble. The exterior walls were of 
a coarser kind of red stucco. 

Other buildings in ruins were of inferior grades ; 
one was vaulted and had the remains of rude fresco 
painting. 

Descending the hill by another road, wc observed 
proofs of the wearing away of its sides, in large rents 
in the marly stratum caused by the dry weather; 
during the rains the soil will be washed down to the 
valley, and in course of time must effect a consider- 
able reduction of the hill. 

A good road led us to the west, over a fine plane 
country crossed by many torrents ; the beds of which 
are now dry, except in the larger ones, which have 
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more in some plae< 
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Tliougb in this fine tract lere i« ikot much proof 
of recent cultivatioD, ext lear the Tillages, tntoc« 

tif Hiii'iout liimions of (he land are found. 

Thu iirst village we came to, at a distance of nboul 
two miles from the bill, b called Krimasti, supposed 
\}y ('[ipttiiii Graves, H.N., to be the site of Jalysus, 
roiitjiiniii^ about forty houses, aud commanded by a 
NiDiill Ictitp-bolcd fortress seated on a little eminence 
i>r tilt! time of the knights, as shown by the annorial 
Iti'iirin^H built into the walL We eould not obtain 
((('(■f"M, an ihc keys were not to be found. 

It in ill tolerable preservation, and still used for 
miiin: piirjitiHc or other. 

W'v. wrre boBpitably received, in a house contain- 
iti(( titit iinr Irnne rimm ; a well-turned arch marking, 
litil tint dividing it in two portions. A raised place 
in ibr uiirtbcii floor was reserved for strangers ; an 
nrcbtH) firepliicc in one corner, and store bins ranged 
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along the walls^ with a pile of pumpkins, some of 
which were four feet in lengthy completed the 
arrangement of the apartment. 

Our simple breakfast was of bread, delicious 
grapes, peaches, figs, pomegranates, and melons. A 
pretty, little, picturesque girl, Maritza, sat looking 
at us all the while, perfectly unconscious how worthy 
she was of admiration and of a sketch. 

The villagers sow corn, and make a little oil and 
wine for their own use. 

At half an hour's ride from Krimasti we came to 
YillanuoTa, an important castle of the knights, which 
was considered in 1470 to be so strong, as to be 
able to defy the Turks. The village adjoining has 
forty or fifty houses, and some well stocked and ir- 
rigated gardens ; with a fountain shaded by a noble 
plane-tree, and having all the convenience of raised 
platforms to invite the weary traveller to repose. 
On the left we afterwards passed the village of 
Tholos, of thirty houses, seated among rugged sand- 
hills. 

At 6*30 P.M. we pitched our tent in a field at the 
village of Sorone ; our first encampment. 

14 /A September. As this was to be a sort of 
experimental tour, preparatory to a longer journey 
in Cilicia and Syria, we rejoiced to find in the 
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morning that we had passed an excellent night 
under canvas, though the weather was very windy 
and cold. 

We started early, and proceeded over the same 
plain, sloping to the sea ; thistles its only produce. 
On the left we passed the village Fahniz, of thirty 
houses, very prettily situated among the hills. 

After another hour's ride the plain was terminated 
by the hills jutting out in a rocky cape or pro- 
montory. The only antiquities we had passed on 
the road were some apertures of wells, or excavations 
for storing com, and a pedestal with the words 
XPH2T02 XAIPE. 

We crossed the neck of the promontory amidst 
plantations of cotton, tobacco, &c., showing more 
symptoms of industry in gardening than we had yet 
seen, belonging to a little village called Katavarda. 
On the other side we came to a ruin seated on a 
low, rocky point. It is called Agio Minar, and 
consists of a small tower or the apse of a church. 
It had been vaulted. In the wall were a loophole and 
traces of a window. A fountain of excellent water 
is near it ; and numerous fragments of pottery strewn 
around would show that the locality had been 
formerly inhabited. There are, however, now no 
remains of houses or of cultivation. 
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The sea here is veiy shallow, with many sunken 
rocks where the hills approach it. We stopped at 
Mendrisio to take our breakfast in a fine garden 
with fruit trees of all kinds ; the branches of one 
lemon tree spread to the circumference of nearly 
sixty feet. 

After riding round a pretty little bay, we came to 
a narrow torrent, the banks of which had been lined 
with good masonry, of which some traces are still re- 
maining. A few hundred yards beyond, the side of 
a rock projecting into the sea. Cape Krias, showed 
vestiges of the earliest antiquity. It had been cut 
to a perpendicular face, on which were engraved 
deeply the outlines of a pediment, about thirty feet 
from the ground. On either side of this is a niche 
roughly cut in the rock. It is not improbable that 
thb was the commencement of a rock-tomb of grand 
proportions, the entrance to which was to have been 
by a Doric portico sculptured in the rock, like those 
of Tclmessus of the Ionic order, and as we after- 
wards saw of Doric, at Lindus. Tlic usual " want 
of funds," which must have been occasionally felt 
in all ages and communities, caused the magnificent 
idea to be abandoned, and the sketch of the intention 
only remains. Beneath, among some thick bushes, 
are remains of masonry, with nothing to indicate 
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form or the i3at« of the building ; but 

m its appearance I imiigined it to be compon- 

ely modern. There are remains of a sea-wall 

or nine feet high, extending from the promon- 

7 lowarde the river, and it no doubt formerly 

communicated with the masonry of the banks and 

may have formed a quay. In the sea tdso we coold 

trace some foundations. 

Parsing up the neck of the steep promootorj-, we 
•aw on the right-hand a rock-tomb ; a simple, square 
apertiu-c, without ornament or inscription of any kind. 
Within is a cell about ten feet by seven ; grooves at 
each end eeeroed intended to receive slabs or sup- 
ports for sarcophagi. A low door led to another 
chamber of the same tomb ; grooves in the side 
showed that both of tliese entrances bad been closed 
by slabs of stone. 

A little distance above the rock in which this is 
cut is n vaulted building, with remains of painting 
xiniihir to the one on the hill at Trianda, probably 
Byzantine. On the summit of the rocky promontory 
arc nunuToua tombs, built with low walls of small 
stones. Some had been closed with slabs laid on the 
top, others were vaulted, and several were nearly 
entire. Advantage had been taken of a small na- 
tural cavern to form a more imposing sepulchre ; the 
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descent to which was vaulted. Some tombs were 
destined to receive a family^ as three or four were 
together in a group. A little to the westward of 
these was one of a different description ; simply a 
tomb hollowed in the surface of the rock^ which had 
been covered hj a slab placed horizontally. No 
inscriptions were found on any of these monuments ; 
though the number may warrant the supposition that 
they might have been the necropolis of some adjacent 
town, the site of which is marked by the vestiges at 
the foot of the rock ; on this assumption, the remains 
in the necropolis and in the town, by their great 
difference of style, point to very distinct epochs. 

Thus, 1. The outlines of the fa9ade on the perpen- 
dicular rock, and the two small rock-tombs ; 2. The 
foundations of more recent buildings, and the sea 
and river-walls, with the built tombs, may have 
been respectively coeval. This would show that the 
site has been inhabited and considered of importance 
in all ages, except during the present one of neglect 
and desolation. 

From these interesting ruins we went inland, 
leaving the coast behind us. After a beautiful ride 
of a mile and a half, we came to a castie built on 
a very commanding eminence, 508 feet high, the 
structure of which, together with the armorial bear- 
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:] ti that it wu boUt by tbe knigbte. Al- 

agb a ruiu, the walla are in very CurpreaemiJoar 

ling in fuel very new ia some [Jace^ Tbe lower 

t, built on the ^teep ^lope of the rock, is » large 

idrangle, with high wall*, and a circular t»w«r. 

;her up, on tite outer trail, is what ap|>cars to 

have been a chapcL It is a vaulted aiartmcQt, 

Willi nil njHiidal end, and a piscina or nicbe for tbc 

holy water ; but the rough unhewn rock at tbo 

Otbi r I'ikI would eilber contradict llii^ supito^iiion, ur 

■how that it had not been fiiUBfaed. A mull crypt 

in li<;low the floor of this cbatnber. The apsis is 

octiin^^iilnr on the outside, and looked like a tower of 

rcoi-tit ntldition. Some other buildings and a cistern 

arc on tins level. The highest pinnacle of the rock 

IN crowned by the keep, near which is the only eu- 

tTiincc. 

Half an hour's journey inland from the castle, 
|mHHiiiff (tvcr u rugged but fine country, much cul- 
livnd'd in terraces, is the village of Castcllo, con- 
laiiiiiig uboiit Kixty families. Wheat, barley, wine, 
c'lttini, liiliacco, and fruits are grown in this region; 
andllieiiumeriius thrcfhing-floors testify to the abun- 
daii<?c of the crops in the great lieajis of corn which 
were waiting tliere to be measured by the Turkish 
collector of the Imperial titlie. These threshing- 
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floors lie all together on the brow of a hill or ridge^ 
exposed to the prevalent wind^ for the advantage 
of blowing the chaff away when the com is win- 
nowed. 

A small fortified house^ now in niins^ protected 
in former days the village, and commanded the val- 
ley. We pitched our tents here for the night 

September \6th. One hour's further ride inland, 
over hills and deep valleys and the bed of a torrent 
now dry, picturesque with rocks and fir-trees of the 
most vivid green, brought us to the large village of 
Embona, containing about 120 families, famous for 
its wine and tobacco. 

We accepted the hospitality of the Papa, or priest 
of the district, who possesses several houses. They 
are all similar in their arrangement to that at Kri- 
masti ; t. e. consisting of one undivided room, having 
in one comer a raised platform, a dais reserved for 
strangers. In the other corner of the same end of the 
building, the whole family sleep. The further end 
was occupied by the cattle, mules, donkeys, goats, 
&c. Along the walls were ranged a goodly array of 
huge amphorae; many now empty, but destined to 
receive the wine for which Embona is so famous 
throughout the island. Our host the Papa seemed 
to know its qualities well ; considering Sunday as a 
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, be never fniled to eet his parvluonera the 
eza)n]il(! of getting drunk. A Luge quantity 

Mjbacco was hanging to dry. 

9 Tillage in situated at the immediate base of the 

iMtnuutitaiii in the ii? land, anciently Mount Ala- 
bjrria ; called now hj the Turks Bozdagh. It is 40G8 
feet kboTc the level of the sea, aa a£«ertained hy 
Cftptain Graves' survey. Two-tliirds of this rises 
■liDoat ^ecipilmtsly from Embona. The ascent on 
thii aide i« very difhi^ult, and requires two hours. 
We commenced it, guided by a man of the village, at 
about eight a.m. The peak is of bare limestone, 
worn into holes by the action of the weather and 
the tooth of time. A few plants are found here and 
tliere, and "till more rarely some trees, as stunted ilex. 
When we had reached about two-thirds of the as- 
cent a thick cloud enveloped us, concealing every 
object except in our inmiediate vicitiity. Our guide, 
however, was very experienced, and, clinging to the 
rifcke, we proceeded without interruption. The only 
nniiiml we faw wn^ a hare, which we started from its 
form, rather n singular locality for such a creature. 
The cloud Hu<klciily cleared away, and we had a 
magnificent view of the islands; some of which were 
in brilliant light, contrasting with others in the deep- 
est shade. From the summit our view commanded 
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the whole circuit of the island^ except where some 
intervening peaks of Mount Elias hid a part of the 
coast line. Samos can be seen on a clear daj^ but 
our sight could not pierce through the haze. The 
fdr was very cool and invigorating, and together with 
a good supply of delicious grapes which the guide 
had brought with him, soon made us forget our fa- 
tigue. A little brandy and water also did its part 
as a restorative, so that we were soon able to descend 
by another part of the mountain. We reached the 
priest's house in safety, after one of the steepest as- 
cents I have ever made. 

We had resolved on going to Camirus, one of the 
ancient Doric cities ; still called by a slight modifi- 
cation of the name, Camiro. Panga, departing from 
his usual compliance with all our wishes, raised most 
strenuous opposition to this plan on the score of the 
excessive difficulty of the road. However, being by 
nature and his own declaration the most accommo- 
dating of guides, he was fain to yield to our obsti- 
nacy. His very descriptions in fact increased our 
desire to take that route, though they would have 
been conclusive against it, if the poor mules could 
have had a voice in the discussion. We were amply 
repaid, and bestowed unappreciated commiseration 
on them. 
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The road at first lay through the rich vine-clad 
vale of Embona^ skirting the base of the precipitous 
Bozdagh on its western side. It soon became 
rugged, rocky scenery, of the wildest magnificence ; 
both sides of the valley being torn into precipitous 
ravines, with very angular outlines, adorned with 
trees and shrubs of great variety, as pines, planes, 
cypresses, arbutus, myrtles, oleanders, &c; firs of 
the brightest green contrasting with the dark 
cypress. The rocky bed of the ravine, now dry, 
must form a magnificent cascade in the rainy season ; 
and in another place a cleft near the summit of a 
perpendicular cliff showed traces of a waterfall of 
several hundred feet. Except the marks of confla- 
gration in some places, possibly caused by light- 
ning, the forest remained undisturbed. Soon the 
valley, turning towards the coast, in a north-west 
direction, our road being to the south-west, we 
had to cross during several hours a succession of 
ravines ; toiling up the steep sides of one, to descend 
into the bottom of another, after ha^dng passed over 
the sharp ridge. It was very dangerous for the 
luggage mule, as Panga had declared. To us, 
though fatiguing, it was continued and varied enjoy- 
ment ; but while in full appreciation of the magnifi- 
cence of the different views which burst upon us. 
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we frequently paused and trembled — for our crock- 
ery in the canteen. 

After three hours and a half we came to a 
stupendous pass or col between the mountains Boz- 
dagh and Agramitti. For several hundred yards it 
was like an embanked causeway, having little more 
than breadth enough for the road ; which for that 
distance was level ground, and both broad and 
good, unlike the rugged bridle-path we had just 
left. The col is perhaps 1500 or 2000 feet above 
the level of the sea. A ravine descends on either 
side from this great water-shed. One to the north- 
ward rapidly reaches the sea, being a mere torrent. 
The other is the head of a river, watering the 
more extended south-west parts of the island ; 
which we saw stretched out to Cape Prasso Nisi, 
covered with an unbroken fir forest and containing 
but few villages. 

We pitched our tent at the little village of 
Stelzet ; only used during the threshing season, for 
which the col is very favourable, as there is always 
a breeze blowing across it. 

September \^th. There are two ways of reaching 
the object of our journey from the col ; one by the 
very steep side of the mountain Agramitti, on which 
Stelzet is seated; the other by going round it. 
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Panga waa louder tlian ever ia hb opposition to the 
fDmier, and aa we found that his account of tlrt, 
material difficulties in the previous roate had not 
been much overrated, we gave him credit for the 
utter impracticability of this, and allowed his obsti- 
nacy to have a turn. On our way back to the col we 
passed a rock with some tombs cut in one of its 
faces, which we had not seen in the dusk of last 
evening. The entrance to these tombs was inclined 
at an angle of nearly 45° with the horizon, showing 
that the rock had either been disturbed by Tolcanie 
action, or that it had fallen from the higher part of 
the mountain. I am disposed to think the latter 
was the case. One tomb contained places for eevenJ 
bodies. Two others were unfinished ; the entrances 
had rude pediments over them. 

The recent appearance of a fracture in thia rock 
would lead to the supposition that it has not been 
long overthrown. But the fact of the unfinished 
tombs would indicate the fall to be of a date co- 
eval with their excavation. The fracture reveals a 
large internal cavity ; but whether it had been a 
sepulchral cliamber we had not the means of as- 
certaining. 

A little further on we were shown another tomb, 
for a single individual. The small chamber for the 
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body 18 at right-angles to the entrance. We could 
not ascertain that any others are known to be in the 
neighbourhood; though it is very probable that more 
might be found by search among the rocks above, on 
the southern side of the mountain. 

Half-an-hour from the col we came to a small 
fortress, seated on a rock above the village called 
Schiana. 

A man here told us of some ruins in the valley 
below, at a short distance ; but the excursion took 
two hours, with very little result. Dr. Cramer, 
quoting Athenieus, says, " Near Jalysus was a spot 
called Schedias," and the resemblance of this name 
with that of Schiana, the letters d and n being in- 
terchangeable, and the t often transposed, led me to 
hope for the discovery of some remains which might 
identify the site with that of Jalysus.* We were 
first led to some very indistinct traces of tombs ; and 
one guide asserted the ground was excavated at one 
part. All the remains we found were a few fragments 
of columns, a great quantity of broken amphoras 

* Referring to the ancient author, it would appear that 
Schedias must have been on the sea-coast ; because the sister 
of Phorbas saved herself there from shipwreck, after the death 
of Triopas, when Phorbas retired to Jaljsus. Others of his 
followers had seized upon Camirus. — Dicuch. ap. A then. {Fr, 
trans.) 
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and other pottery, and one Greek unimportant in- 
scription in the wall of a houee. The water of a 
fuuntoin was conveyed by a small conduit running 
under-ground ; the upper part formed by two alabs 
resting against one another, the ancient substitute 
for the arch. 

There were also the ruins of a Greek church, 
with some remains of fresco painting. 

Leaving our luggage at Schiana, we took the road 
round by the side of Mount Agramitti to CaminiB. 
The country is very fine, sloping down from the 
mountain ; capable of high cultivation, but utterly 
neglected. We passed several ancient foundatione, 
possibly of little temples. On turning tlie flank 
of the mountiiin we saw at a short distance, the 
middle-age castle of Monolltho, picturesquely situ- 
ated on an isolated rock over-looking the sea from 
a great height. It is now used as a monastery. The 
rock is inaccessible on all sides, except inland, where 
it is connected with the adjoining hill by a very 
narrow neck. On the horizon we could sec the Isl* 
of Scarpauto cutting sharp against the sky. 

Our road, after this, led through a pine-fore«t, 
with mnguifiecnt cliffs on the right hand De»cend- 
'"g a very fertile but neglected dale, we cMOte 
^ ^^ foot of the hill on which U the supposed 
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site of Camirus. The ascent^ though short, was 
difficolt^ on account of the loose stones and the 
immense quantity of chips of fir ; showing that some 
great speculation in timber had made free with the 
adjacent forests. 

On the summit of the hill, after having passed 
some courses of stone, like walls, we came upon the 
remains of a circular tower, built of large blocks 
without cement, and showing great age in their 
weather-worn appearance. The interior was encum- 
bered with rubbish that had fallen from the walls. 
It is needless to say, that we thought it was hardly 
worth while to come so far to see so little. We 
were disposed to exclaim, with Panga, " tIttots ! t^ 
iroTs ! It is nothing I " We returned to Schiana by 
nightfall. 

September 17 tk. On leaving our encampment this 
morning, we took the road — a barely-indicated 
bridle-path, — leading round the south-east base of 
Bozdagh, through a much less difficult country than 
the rugged defiles and ravines on the other side. 
Basements of ancient buildings and of numerous 
Greek chapels are seen. One of the former had 
seven courses of large squared stones, accurately 
placed without cement. The mountain was con- 
sidered holy in ancient as well as in modem times ; 

VOL. I. o 




194 THE DEAD BEA, BTO. 

and the Greek chapels are doubtless aucceaeors, on 
the same ^tea, to shrines or oratorieB of Jupiter 
Atabyrius, and are as much venerated by the pre- 
sent superstitious Christian population as were the 
predecessors by their Pagan ancestors. 

I bought a small bronze statuette, unfortunately 
minus a head, which, from the (sitting) attitude of 
command, may have been of the Thunderer. It 
was found among the ruins of one of these shrines. 

An extensive forest, chiefly of fir-trees, stretches 
nearly all the way from the base of the mountain to 
within a couple of miles of another rugged and barren 
hill behind Lindus. In this distance, of five hours' 
ride, only three small villi^es were passed ; the 
largest, LaTrma, having only forty families. The 
whole intervening country b ridgy, with some very 
fine little valleys and bottoms ; which, with the sides 
of all the hills, might be cultivated, but are, for the 
most part, neglected. As the popidation is so scanty, 
there is a vast deal more laud than woiUd be sufii- 
cient, with industry, t<> maintain tlicra. Their agri- 
culture ia bad, capricious, and recklessly extravagant ; 
for they will set fire to the fir-trees in order to obtwn 
a small patch of land they may have taken a fancy 
for, and thus destroy a great quantity of timber. 

The forest extends from hence to Cape Prasso Nisi 
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The timber aeema very fine ; but ia not large in this 
part, owing to the practice just mentioned. It con- 
tains a great quantity of turpentine, which drips on 
the rocks from the end of the branches. 

We had a very rugged and difBciilt road round 
the hills to Lindus ; the dreary barrenness of whicli 
may almost be compared to that of the Isle of Aecen- 
Mon. With the exception of two email ports, the 
largest about one-third of a mile in breadth, now 
totally disused (the maritime propensities having de- 
parted, perhaps for ever), and an impregnable po- 
sition for an acropolis, it is difficult to imagine what 
could have tempted the founders of the city to have 
adopted this site. One short valley only, fertilised 
by BJi abundant fountain, aftbrds a scanty supply ol 
vegetables for the population, who live chiefly on 
bread, cheese, onions, olives, and salt-fish. 

They are almost entirely Greeks, there being but 
five Turkish families out of one hundred. The town 
contains about 200 houses; many of which are empty, 
as large portions of the inhabitants seek their for- 
tunes in other countries, returning only occasionally 
to their homes. This is also the practice in all the 
villages of the island. 

Extensive fortifications of the middle ages occupy 
the site of the ancient acropolis. In all ports of it 
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are to be found Greek iascriptioiu' ; but there la 
little else to show of its former importance. W© 
copied some of them ; but to do the whole would be 
a work of coasiderablc time, and many have been 
already done by other travelle'ra. 

In the clitfd facing the acropolis are the remaiiu 
pf a rock-tomb, which must have been magnlfioeot 
when perfect. It is recessed deeply in the rock. 
The facade ia Doric ; but, judging from the capitals 
and shaf^, of the recent style ; tliat ia, not of the 
massive proportions of the columns of the Parthe- 
non. Only a email part of the two extremities of 
the facade remains ; all the middle having fallen a 
few years ago only, as our guide told ua, owing to 
the friable nature of the stone. Fragments of the 
columns, or, rather, three-quarter columns, are, as 
far as they go, well preserved, as also is tlie cntablfr- 
ture. The massive cornice was gracefully orna- 
mented with laurel wreaths and figures. Over the 
cornice were originally four handsome white marble 
altars ; they have fallen with the ruin of the middle 
part. The length of the facade was sixty feet, and 
height thirty. In front ia a broad, level space, poa- 
ftibly for the performance of sacrifice ; which all the 
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population aeeemblcd oa the oppcmte talus of the 
hill of the ocropolia might have witneBsed. But 
this perhaps is fanciful. 

Two doore, which existed within the recollection 
of our guide, gave scccbb to the cavern behind the 
facade, where the rock waa deeply excavated in n 
semicircular form, though the central part is mucli 
injured by the rent which so nearly destroyed the 
fo^e. It wae in compartments, and must, if sym- 
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metrical, have coat^ed fourteen tombe, converging 
towards the entrance. 

At the base of the hill of the acropolis are the 
remains of a theatre, partly cut in the rock and 
partly built. Seven rows of seats were above the 
(liazonm, and can bo traced; those below are ao 
much ruined, that the number could not be ascer- 
t^ned. 

A segment of forty-nine feet only remains ; on 
mcaBuring the chord and versed sine of the outer 
arc, we found upon calculation that the theatre 
would have a diameter of 190 feet. 

A large basement in the town, of squared stones, 
hiiB the appearance of age, and possibly belonged to 
i!omc ancient building. It now supports a terrace 
or platform, which lias been converted into a ceme- 
tery ; and as some of the graves arc undoubtedl; 
ancient, this may have been its origimd purpose. 
Otliors had Gothic canopies over them, and were of 
the {)criod vf the knights. Numerous pedestals of 
statues with dedicatory inscriptions to Lindian«, 
found in the castle, and many altars, attest the 
former splendour of this ancient city. 

I^iuduB, one of tlio three Dorian citiea, contained 
a temple of Minerva of the highest antiquity, since 
vas reported to have been founded by DanaiiE- 
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The fltatue of the goddess was a shapeless stone. 
There was also a temple of Hercules, whose rites 
were not celebrated in a propitiatory spirit, but 
with vitupei'ative and injurious language.' It con- 
tained a painting of the god by ParrhasiuB. There 
were several other pictures by the same celebrated 
master at Lindus, inscribed with his name. The 
town was also famous for having produced Cleo- 
hulue, one of the ecveu sages. Beyond Lindus was 
B small place called Ixia, according to Strabo. It 
further appears that there was also a port Ixtia, and 
that Apollo derived from thence the epithet of Ixius. 
Several influential persons, among the inhabitants 
of Lindus, complained of a Turk residing in the 
town, who took a malicious and mischievous plea* 
sure in defacing the remains of antiquity in the 
caatle and elsewhere. Their solicitude did not 
appear to be on account of the value of the anti- 
quities; but because their destruction would take 
away the inducement for travellers to visit the town. 
I represented the case to Regib Pacha, the go- 
vernor-general, on my return to Khodes, and re- 
quested he would be good enough to prevent him 
from continuing his dilapidations. His Excellency 
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expresaed great mdignation, eaying that the man 
could Dot be a true T^rk who would commit soch 
an act of barbarism. This was amusing from a man 
who is known to be a Turk of the " old ecbooL" 
However, he proved his sincerity by giving a pro- 
hibitory order to hia secretary, which was written 
and brought back for the application of bis signet 
while we were talking on the subjecL The PachA 
e^d it should be dispatched to Lindus immediately. 
This was the greatest instance of promptitude I had 
seen among the Turks. 

September 20th. Leaving Lindus, we had a very 
hot ride on the beach of a long bay, and then struck 
across the almost depopulated country, through ro- 
mantic scenery covered for the most part with 
wood. In a valley we crossed a stratum of stone 
very much resembling verdc antique or serpentine. 

Panga took advantage of our recent compUanM, 
and brought us into the road wo bad first travelled 
at Villanuova instead of taking us across the Eliaa, 
a range of mountains. He averred that there was no 
otlicr road to tlie city ; but be seemed tired, and as 
wc were somewhat in the same predicament, we 
acquiesced in the return to Bhodes by the sbortASt 
way. 

We todi the opportunity of doing kef for an 
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hour Tmder the noble plane-trees, and by the foun- 
tuna placed here for the solace of the wearied tra- 
veller by Bome pious Turk, for whose memory we 
felt all due gratitude. After an appropriate ex- 
preseioii of it by a pleasant siesta, we resumed our 
journey ; and arrived in safety at our quarters, very 
mnch gratified by our little expedition and the inde- 
pendent mode of life we had passed, which we found 
to have been justly extolled by all the " used-up " 
people, who have proved it on a larger scale than 
we had. 

From the excellence of the climate, the fertility 
of the soil, and ita position with regard to other 
coimtries, few islands ore eo favourable for the 
exercise of human enterprise as Bhodcs. History 
shows that these advant^es were fully appreciated 
by its ancient possessors ; and even if other records 
were wanting, the beauty of the few and much 
mutilated monuments of antiquity scattered over 
the island would attest the blgh degree of pro- 
sperity and refinement to which they bad attained. 
These advantages have been totally neglected by 
those who have occupied this delightlul island 
during the last 300 years, whether Greeks or Turks. 
Prom tho latter nothing could have been expected. 
If the former be descendants of the ancient Rho- 
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dians, 80 celebrated for akill, induatry, and warlike 
enterprise, they have but inherited the phyeicol 
excellence of their anceetore ; their spirit eeeme to 
have fled for ever. The present scanty rural [wpu- 
lation cannot even di-aw a mean subsistence from 
the rich soiL They depend almost entirely upon 
the mainland for corn, and even the peddling iuha- 
bitonta of the town are entirely engrossed by tiie 
sensual enjoyments of the moment, to wliicb unfor- 
tunately the observance of their religion lends itself, 
in the multiplicity of fasts and feasts It enjoina. 
The rigid conformity to the severity of the first 
induces a tendency to an equal display of zeal in 
the devotions to the latter ; and they excuse tJie 
indolence to which they abandon themselves by 
falsely accusing their Turkish rulers of paralysing or 
restrainiug ihcir energies. 

If the tax-gathcrera are extortionate, it la noto- 
rious that the Greek rayahs revenge themselves by 
concealing the amount liable to be taxed. For 
instance, when the harvest is finished, the collector 
comes to take his tithe ; but tlie rayah has already 
abstracted as large a portion of it as he ouij which 
is frequently hidden in the wood close at hand, till 
the never-failing storm of equabhte, in tlie settle- 
ment of claims, hoe pused over. Thus, it would 
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appear that a fair balance ia struck between the par- 
tiea ; but both are sufferers. The rayali will not 
cultivate more land than will supply the bare wants 
of hie family, from the (to him ) very pidnful convic- 
tion, that the Turkish government will gain by it, 
forgetting that his profit will be so much the greater 
in proportion.' 

The injustice which was formerly practised hae, 
however, been considerably abated, since the pro- 
mulgation of the Tanzimat ; which brings the rayah 
more nearly on an equality with the Turks, and is 
even supposed to give some advantages over them. 
It will remain to be seen whether their industry 
will be stimulated by the change. 

The present capital, bearing the same name as 
the island, though coeval with the period of its 
greatest prosperity, and maintaining its pre-eminence 
to the present day, is not so ancient as the three 
Dorian cities Lindus, Jalysus and Camirus. Lindus, 
with too small a harbour for the development of 
commercial enterprise, and with a rugged, rocky 
territory, scantily covered with soil, at least in the 
present day — an exception in this respect to the 
rest of the island, — must have yielded early to ita 
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better-placed rivaL For though the latter was 
equally^ or perhaps more unprovided with a natural 
harbour^ it had facilities which were more easily 
made available. Lindus has^ nevertheless^ preserved 
a languishing existence to the present day; while 
Jalysus and Camirus have disappeared. 

The poetical history of Rhodes assigns its first 
occupation to the Heliades^ or descendants of the 
Sun; the island having risen firom the sea, to 
become the portion of the Sun, who, by his union 
with the nymph Bhodus, became the father of the 
Heliades. 

It afterwards assumed the appellation of Telchinis, 
firom the Telchines, a fiEibulous people addicted to 
magic; which is explained by other writers as 
having reference to their skill in the working of 
brass and iron. There is reason to believe that this 
ingenious people may be traced to Phoenicia; for 
Ergias, a Bhodian historian cited by Athensdus^ 
says, that the Phoenicians settled in it at a very early 
period, and he reports that they made wav for the 
Greeks under Iphiclus. 

The Bhodians had signalised themselves by their 
maritime skill and enterprise long before the institu- 

1 Cramer, iL 225. 



THE ANOIENT RH0DIAK8. 205 

tion of the OlTmpic games. Not only did they 
andertake distant commercial voyages; but they 
established colonies in various parts of the Mediter- 
ranean, especially in Italy, Sicily, and Spain. In 
the last, Boeas, on the Catalonian coast, has perpetu- 
ated the name of its founders to the present time. 
The Khodian code of maritime laws was for a long 
while in use among all ancient ^nations; and they 
'^ were so powerftil at sea, that they forced the 
Byzantines to allow a free trade upon the Pontns 
Euxinus.*** 

Bhodes was not strong enough always to maintain 
its independence. It was subject to the Athenians 
during the Peloponnesian war ; but was emancipated 
by Astyochus, the Spartan admiral 

They were more celebrated in their operations as 
allies. The sieges which they sustained against 
Demetrius Poliorcetes and Mithridates gained 
great renown. They nevertheless at some periods 
of their history possessed territory in Caria and in 
Lycia. 

They were held in such esteem by neighbouring 
sovereigns, that when the city of Bhodes had suffered 
greatly from a violent earthquake, the solid proofs 

> Toumeibrt, L 822. 




of those princes' favour enabled it very soon t« rise 
in greater splendour than ever from ita roins. 

Under Veapasian the island lost even the eem- 
blance of independence, and was erected into a 
Konian province, called Provincia Insulorum. 

Rhodes was the last barrier opposed hy Christian 
chivalry to the overwhelming force of the Ottomao 
power; but this cannot be mentioned in honoor of 
the Rhodians, who had long fallen into decre- 
pitude. 

The superior advantages of the metropolis en- 
abled it soon to eclipse the other cities, and most 
likely to draw to it all the native talent of the 
island, as the famous Coloasua was cast by Chares of 
Lindus. Strabo eaye, " It excelled all other cities 
tor the beauty and convenience of its ports, streets, 
walks, and public edifices ; " these were adomod 
with a proftision of works of art, both in painting 
and sculpture. Of the former were Jalysos, and a 
satyr by Protogencs. 

The princi])al statues were in the temple of 
Bacchus and the gymnasium; but the most extn- 
ordinnry work was tlie famous Colossus of the Sim, 
cast by Chares of Lindus, a pupil of Lysippus. It 
was seventy cublta, or \05 feet high, and few meu 
lencompus the thumb with their arms. It 
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took the artist twelve years to model it, and it 
cost 300 talents. This prodigious statue, which 
ranked among Ihe seven wonders of the world, stood 
at the entrance of the port, and it is said that ships 
oould pass between the legs ; but it was overthrownby 
a violent earthquake fifiynsix years after i^p erection.^ 
The greater part of the walls and docks were thrown 
down at the same time. The Colossus was never 
raised up again, its restoration having been forbidden 
by an oracle.' Cedrenus affirms that a king of the Sa- 
racens sold it to a merchant, who employed more than 
900 camels to carry away the fragments ^ which 
would give the weight 720,000lb8. 1 

Many have been the conjectures as to the site on 
which this famous statue stood. My own opinion is 
that it spanned the entrance to the arsenal, or Ter- 
shanah^, as it is now called, which must have been 
an ancient harbour, as there is on one side a magni- 
ficent mole, nearly 400 yards in length, formed of 
massive blocks of stone. The short pier from the 
extremity of this, turning inwards from the tower of 
St. Ehno, is now so ruined as to be only detached 
rocks. With a short pier from the opposite side it 

> Plin. xxxiT. 18. ' Strabo, xiv. 662. 

^ Prideaux, Con. vol. iii. p. 129. 
* See the plan on the Map. 
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forms the entrance to tbe Terahamih. In it« present 
condition the opening is about 100 feet. In its 
ancient form it might have been very much more 
contracted. There ia no other place, as I imagine^ 
where tho statue could have been placed, so as to 
bestride the entrance of a harbour and serve aa a 
lighthouse. Tho opening of the Liman, between 
the tower of St. Nicolo and that of St. Angelo, is 
nearly 300 yards ; and there are no proofs of its 
having been an ancient harbour, although it is po&< 
fiible. Tlic entrance to it, however, is certainly too 
great for the statue to have spanned it Within the 
Liman is a small boat-liarbour, which has been 
supposed to have had the honour of bearing the 
statue at its entrance. But it is too insignificant, in 
the first place, to have been tlie site of one of the 
wonders of the world ; and in the next, the portion, 
within anolber harbour or bay, would have rendered 
a liglithousG unnecessary. I therefore hold to tlie 
entrance of the Tcrshonali, or Arsenal of the Knights, 
which is evidently of ancient construction ; and if we 
may suppose that the sandy point called Eoom 
Bomou was not formed in those days, but that it 
was a reef of dangerous rocks, a lighthouse at the 
entrance of tliis harbour would have been indit- 
pensable. 
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The given height^ seventy cubits^ is too vague to 
enable us to detennine the dimensions of this cele- 
brated work^ and thereby to fix upon a probable site. 
We are not certain whether it referred to the 
height of the statue itself, or of the clear space above 
the surface of the water for ships to pass under, or of 
the extreme elevation of the monument including 
the pedestals. The probability is, however, that the 
first was intended, namely, that of the figure alone 
of Apollo. For, if we judge from the alleged thick- 
ness of the thumb, it would give a still greater 
height in proportion. The space necessary for the 
passage of vessels would be no guide ; because, in the 
first place, we do not know the height required for 
the masts, and the pedestals could have been raised 
so as to answer every purpose. 

If we knew the width of the bestridden entrance 
of the harbour, it would be a better check. A 
statue 105 feet high could easily be made to span 
50 feet in its stride. 

The statue must have been thrown by the earth- 
quake into the water, and would have filled up the 
entrance of the harbour. As several hundred years 
elapsed before it was removed by the merchant, we 
may suppose that the obstruction was partially 
cleared soon after the catastrophe; and perhaps 

VOL. I. p 



210 THE DEAD SEA^ ETO. 

entirely by the knights^ as they are said to have 
used this harbour for their galleys^ and to have 
closed the entrance by a chain. So that the story 
of Cedrenus is doubtful. 

The dredge might possibly bring up a portion of 
the statue, a thumb, or a toe, by which we might 
verify the accounts of this wonder of the world. 

Of the period of the remarkable occupation of the 
island by the Knights Hospitalers of St. John of 
Jerusalem, after their expulsion from Ptolemais in 
Syria in 1291 A.D., the principal antiquities are the 
fortifications, of which the moat surrounding the 
town is cut in the rock ; perhaps also the Liman was 
formed by them. The elegant tower of St. Nicolo 
was so much injured by the earthquake of 1851 ', 

^ " In returning along the coast of Ljcia 'we saw a great 
column, apparently of smoke, to the westward, in the direc- 
tion of the Seven Capes ; and on passing Anticragus we were 
surprised at observing a very great alteration in the appear- 
ance of the highest peak, — its form was completely changed. 
This was explained on our arrival at Rhodes, where we were 
told that shocks of earthquakes had been felt everj day for 
sixty days, which had done much mischief at Levisi, at Rhodes, 
and at Smyrna. 

" At Rhodes the shock of the 28th of February seems to 
have been very strong, so far as shattering some of the 
more massive structures of the knights. The Arab tower 
has a small crack in all four of its sides, and a portion of its 
staircase within has fallen ; so that it can not now be ascended, 
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that it is feared it must be pulled down. The 
Palace of the Grand Master is a mere ruin, rendered 
more so by that earthquake. In the Jews^ quarter 
are many handsome houses formerly belonging to 
noble knights. Several of these are in a good state 
of preservation, and are inhabited by Jews. In one 
the ceiling and pavement of a large apartment are 
perfect. The " Street of the E^nights " in the 
Turkish quarter is more dilapidated ; but in it are 
to be seen the remains of well-built houses still 
decorated by armorial bearings of the knights, hand- 
somely carved in white marble, mocking the ruin of 
the walls they adorn. Among them are the arms of 
France and of England. The Turks do not disturb 
them ; and it is said they have sold them over and 

and another such a shock might throw this picturesque tower 
into the port beneath, since its four sides afibrd but little 
mutual support. 

** The west wall of the Grand Master's Palace, and a portion 
of a scjuarc tower near the Bazaar Gate, are also thrown down. 

** No elevation or depression of the land affecting hydro- 
graphy has occurred here or at Makri ; so that I did not feel 
it necessary to cross to Lycia for that purpose. But the shock 
there was, from all reports, very severe ; its greatest intensity 
being in the heart of Mount Cragus, where some large land- 
slips, and scaling off from the face of some of those bold preci- 
pices, and the tumbling together of large blocks of limestone, 
caused great destruction to property and terror to the inhabit- 
ants." — Copy of a Letter from Commander Spratt^ dated 2>e- 
cember lOM, 1851. 

p 8 
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OTcr again to trayellen, who have enjoined them to 
leave them in their present position. The Chnrch 
of St. John ifl now a mf>dqne, with but little change 
except the removal of the iiymbolfl of the Christian 
religion, the erection of the Kibla and the alteration 
of part of the pavement, which is set diagonally, to 
direct the prostrations towards Mecca. It is said 
there is a large collection of books in an adjoining 
room. 

Of all the works of art which were the glory of 
ancient Rhodes nothing now remains bnt the ports^ 
which long ages of neglect have rendered nearly 
useless. 

In the hands of a people capable of appreciating its 
numerous advantagcH, this fine island, either as a 
station in war or an cmjiorinm for cr^mmcrcc during 
peaceable times, wotdd rapidly rise again to im- 
portance as c^^mmanding the eastern entrances to the 
Archifyelago and the shores of Asia Minor ; in fact, 
the whole upper l>asin of the Mediterranean. 

In the days of proHjierity its resources maintained 
a population of 3rKVKK) inhabitants, and yet was 
able to export com. Now there are only 28,000 *, 



I Nsmelj, Greeks, 20,000 ; Turks, 6,600 ; Jews, 1,000 ; 
Franks, 200. 
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and they do not raise sufficient for their own con- 
sumption. 

If proper encouragement were held out, the island 
nught he made the centre of all the coasting trade of 
the adjacent continent; which) though at present of 
very small amount, has the elements of increase to 
an immense extent. 

Although there are two harl)ours, there is no shel- 
ter for large ships, and only three or four small ones 
can find anchorage in the eo-called Great Harbour. 
The major part of both porta haa become ehallow 
by tlie aocumuktion of saud during many ages. 

If the capabilities of the island should ever receive 
the consideration from authorities which they are 
entitled to, great improvements might be mode to 
these harbours in addition to the mere cleansing 
and deepening, which of course would be the first 
step. 

For instance, if it should be contemplated to make 
this a quarantine station, — for which it would be 
much better suited than the island of Syra, where 
there ia no accommodation whatever, — it might com- 
bine the stations for Europe and Turkey for vessels 
coming from Egypt and Syria, Then, by following 
out, as the ancient Rhodians did, tiie hista given by 
nature in converting the in<lentations of the coast 
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into harbours by carrying out moles or piers from 
the salient points, great increase of safe anchorage 
could bo obtained. 

In the first j>lace, for quarantine, a mole might be 
built from the end of the present Lazaretto Point to 
the Colonna Bocks ', making a small port with tLe 
advantage of a large piece of ground, now occupied by 
ruined windmills, where buildings could be erected 
for the unfortunates to be incarcerated for the bene- 
fit of others, and where they would have ample space 
for exercise without fear of their spreading contagion 
among the islanders. The strong breezes which 
blow almost continually over this point would indeed 
poon remove such danger. I know of no place more 
likely to restore health by the purity of its air. 

While, however, I suggest this position for a qua- 
rantine harbour, I must observe tJiat it would require 
conBideration whether the strong westerly winda 
would cause such a bock swell as to render it unsafe. 
Of tbis I had no experience. 

The Tcrshanah, where the Knights of St John 
kept their galleys, and which I believe to have been 
the ancient hnrbbur. is capable of improvemenla ; 
first, by deepening it with the dredging machine, as 
it has now become very shallow. By the neglect of 
' See tbc plan on the Map. 
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the only remains of Uhodian grandeur in the great 
mole before deacribeJ, this has yielded to the 
attacks of Neptune, reiterated through a. couple of 
tbousand years. A breach has been made in it 
which admits the sand from tbo sea, eo that 
the harbour is silted up in a great measure ; the 
greatest deptli being about sixteen feet, while a 
part b dry. 

This could be easily remedied. It is now used 
cliicfly for building small vessels ; a purpose for which 
it is well adapted, and with encouragement ship- 
building might be carried on to a great extent, as the 
island abounds with fine fir-timber, as I have pre- 
viously stated. A dry dock could be made at the 
upper end of this harbour, where there is a con- 
venient inlet between two walla with a small stream 
of wat«r, now a swamp, under the windows of the 
Pacha*s konalc Of course, aa there is no rise and 
fall of tide to empty it, the services of a steam- 
engine would be reijuircd. 

The useless tower of St. Elmo might be con- 
verted into a bonding warehouse, as, with modem 
warfare, the strongest fortifications must be on Uie 
heights commanding the town and harbour. 

In making the Tersbanah a port of construction 
exclusively, it would be very desirable, or even in- 
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dispensable, to have easy accese for vessels to the J 
other harbour. This is now done by passing round J 
the tower of St Elmo, and through the almost open I 
roadstead called the " simimer anchorage," 

This is impracticable when the wind 
from the eastward ; and even in moderate weather 
vessels can he wrecked, as we had the opportunity I 
of seeing afterwards. Its present entrance is indeed 
so bad, that vessels can only get out with very fine | 
weather and westerly winds. 

This object might be attained very eafflly by cnt- 1 
ting a short canal at the soutli-east angle of the , 
Terahanah, to communicate with the Liman, or Great J 
Harbour. The work is indeed already done in part 
by the moat which passes here. 

The Liman is now anything but a great harbour, 
since it has become so filled with sand, that the five- 
fathom line is at the entrance. The three-fathom 
line includes only a third of the space within, and it 
becomes gradually shallower to the dry margin. 
But much room could be obtained by dredging out 
the silt ; and it would very likely pay by the an- 
tiquities which might be found there. Additional , 
security and space could be huil by lengthening the 
mole at Kandia Point as far aa the rocks extend ; 
Irhich were perhaps its ancient termination. 
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These alterations would make the harbours of 
Bhodes very conyenient for commercial purposes; 
but much more would be required to render them a 
nayal station in time of war^ for which they would 
be equaUj well adapted. 

The ^^ summer anchorage" can be used only in 
fine weather^ as it is exposed to the south-east wind; 
but it could be converted into a large and safe har- 
bour for ships of war by running out a mole from 
the " ridge of black rocks " to the reef called the 
E^hatur Rocks^ where there is only ten feet water. 
It would then afford shelter to the largest ships^ 
which might lie close to the pier. 

The length of this pier would be 600 yards; 
too great an undertaking at firsts perhaps ; but 
a beginning might very advantageously be made 
by a small breakwater on the patch of ten feet 
called the Khatur Bocks^ and on that with eighteen 
feet water. This would be about 200 yards in 
length, and would afford considerable shelter to 
ships, which could lie close within it in eight 
fathoms ^ at 150 yards from it, with shelter sub- 
tending seven points of the compass. This would 
be a very good place for the quarantine if the one 

' According to the excellent sunrej made bj Captain 
Thomas Graves, R.N. 
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before suggested at Koum Bomou or Mill Point 
should not be feasible. 

An opening, with gates if necessary, in the mole 
now forming the Great Harbour, cut between the 
two windmills, would be very convenient for 
bringing vessels from one harbour to the other, 
as before proposed for the Tershanah. There 
would then be internal communication from the 
proposed quarantine to the outer harbour, avoiding 
all exposure. 

If such improvements could be sanctioned by the 
Turkish government, it would be a very good 
investment for British capital ; especially, if com- 
bined with certain concessions for the occupation 
of land, cutting of timber, &c. There is perhaps 
nowhere, in warm latitudes, a place so favourable 
for immigration. The climate is very healthy, 
never either excessively hot or cold. There is 
abundance of vacant fertile land, and large forests 
of valuable fir timber, besides mineral riches that 
may be calculated on ; and the island abounds in 
game. 

Our stay at Rhodes was extended to two months 
instead of a fortnight, as originally intended. Twice 
it was owing to the failure of the " Grand Turk " 
steamer for Cilicia, and once to that of the regular 
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Austrian Lloyd's packet. This made it so late 
for our proposed journey in that little explored 
country^ that we were obliged to abandon it for 
this season ; and to do Palestine and Egypt in 
the winter instead of the spring : thus inyerting 
what is generally considered to be the best 
arrangement; namely^ to visit Egypt in the early 
part of the winter, when the Nile is seen to the 
best advantage, and then to cross the desert at such 
a time as to be able to reach Jerusalem before 
the ceremonies of the Holy Week; to witness 
the manifestation of the Holy Fire from the se- 
pulchre, — the bathing of the pilgrims by thousands 
in the Jordan ; in fact, to " assist " at some of the 
greatest exhibitions of human superstition and folly 
that fraud and fanaticism can produce. 

Ail of these we must give up, as we shall have 
to make our pilgrimage to the Holy City at an 
unfavourable period. 

As our dragoman Panaghiotti was not acquainted 
with the Arabic language he was discharged ; but 
to our regret, for he had conducted himself so well, 
that there had been no cause to repent having 
employed him, though under such untoward cir- 
cumstances. He took leave with great protestations 
of gratitude^ promises for the future, &c 
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It was now to be hoped that he was cured of 
his but recently acquired bad propensity. 

Besides his wages for more than two months^ 
at a dollar per day, his passage was paid to Smyrna, 
in a small Greek brig, which sailed one very fine 
morning from the Liman, or Great Harbour. We 
watched her from Mr. Kerr's verandah ; and it was 
soon evident, from the course steered, that she must 
inevitably go foul of the rocks outside of the pier 
of the arsenaL We hastened down ; but before we 
could reach the spot the luckless brig had proved 
the correctness of our anticipations ; she had already 
struck, and was in rapid process of becoming a 
wreck. 

As there was but little wind or swell of the sea, 
this was a clear case of barratry or fraud against the 
underwriters. 

When the certainty of destruction was ascertained, 
the crew abandoned the vessel, and the Pacha 
engaged some Greek sailors to save what they could. 
As soon as they had stipulated for the amount of 
salvage to be paid to them, they set to work with 
alacrity, like practised wreckers ; and soon stripped 
the brig of everything that was worth having. It 
was extraordinary the rapidity with which they 
unrove all the running rigging, sent down the 
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Imm ifiani, and oompletolv (iMnMiiUwl t)i« vmmL 
wUle dte wm fitst broaking up. Tliorv ah* U<f, 
twpii^ on the rooka for wimo tlttln ilixw^ wllh> 
ort anj Tinble signs of injury, uxeApt hy itmiltMlljP 
■ett&ig deeper in the WAtor, |irovlti|{ ttwl aha hwl 
1 &tKl mwtrd brutSL-M. Tlia flint tiiiLwunl 
e wu the BimultiutorxiN sliirtl»K »t hII lli« 
B fixun the Btorn-pont. 'i'lin Hlilits llwii iijmiitid, 
aad aepuated from this docks, Uio pUiiki Itolillngt 
tegellier for aomo timo Rnd ll(Mtln|{ <in thn sur- 
&00 <^ the water u if tluiy wuro an ulastii) niaiwi 
The cargo, com in bulk, fnif(iiiKntii of n]mn, &&, 
were tossed about, mlngltHl with Orciik saitors 
swimming in danger of a kntxtk on tliu howl. In a 
Ter^ short timo little waH to l)u mien of the nloo 
little craft that had doiibtluiw liravml many a hrccxo. 
The scene was remarkuhly jiidtiiniNtpia i rverjr 
point of rock and crag was crowded witli flgiirvs in 
a variety of attitudes and costume, all catmly watch- 
ing the pn^ress of the very mild case of wreck going 
oa cloM beneath them. In the foreground waa 
Panaghiotti, doing alone, the forlorn part of a ship- 
wrecked mariner. lie sat on his canteen on the 
most conTenient landing, looking the picture of re- 
B^gnataon. Having saved all his property, he was in 
hat a guner, as I subsequently procured him a pas- 
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November 9tk. At dayliglit we arrived at Berilt, 
a gem of Lebaaoii, where new scenes awaited ua. 

Although the weather waa fine, great difficulty 
waa fouod in landing, on account of a heavy eurf^ 
through which we were carried from the boat; more 
sturdy fellows having seized hold of mc than I had 
limbs to offer ; so that, in making my selection of a 
moderate but adequate number, I was fain to have 
recourse to a somewhat memu^ing attitude with my 
Btick. 

An equal oonfiiuon awuted our lan^g at tlie 
cuetom-houae, as regarded the less noble portion of 
ourselves, namely our chattels. The officers were 
in a painful state of anxiety 1o see cverj-thing our 
trunks contained, until the judicious hint was given 
that a bakshish was awaiting their acceptance, when 
there auddenly arose a conviction in the mlnda of 
these vigilant officials that no such scrutiny waa 
necessary, and like magic our trunks disapjiearcd 
and were found in the hoteL 
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Very soon after the departure of the uncourtcouB 
Turk, Her Majesty's steamer "Antelope," on a tour 
of inspection, came into the harbour, and might 
have gone on to Berilt, and we might have bad an 
agreeable passage in her, had the commander been 
aware of the revolt at Aleppo, of which an Austrian 
steamer brought the information on the very 
morning that the " Antelope " sailed, and they passed 
in sight of one another. 

This accounted for the " secret mission " of 
whicli the Pacha of the Turkish frigate made suoh 
an absurd mystery, as if the presence of an 
Englishman on board could have Irnd any evU 
consequence. The fact was, I believe, he waa a 
" new man " dressed in a little brief authority. 

H'ednesdaif, Gtk November. We hurried on board 
of this Austrian packet ; and never did I part from 
friends with greater regret than from the excellent 
consul Mr. Kerr and his charming wife. Our 
unexpected delay at Rhodes had procured for ub 
the advantage of becoming better acquainted with 
their estimable qualities, which were lost in a posi- 
tion and society far beneath them ; but which ren- 
dered what otherwise would have been to us a very 
I annoying detention, a most agreeable visit ; to this 
I were also added the charm of fine scenery and climate 
1 this interesting island. 
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This formerly involved long discussions and al- 
tercations with the sheikh of the Arabs, who is 
deputed to be the receiver of the toll or tax which 
they pretend to have the right of levying on all 
persons entering, not their country, but the tracts 
abandoned by civilisation, and overrun by them. 
The amount of this depended on sharp practice in 
bargaining; in which, by exorbitant exactions on 
one side, and useless evasions and denial of the 
rights of the claimants on the other, much time was 
consumed; so that days of value to the traveller 
were lost in discussions with those who know not 
the use of time, about a very trifling per-centage on 
the general expenses of the journey. Without in- 
quiring into the justice of these demands, I think 
that a little reflection ought to convince every one 
of the expediency of complying with them to a cer- 
tain extent. In the first place, every one who visits 
the country inhabited, occupied, or infested by the 
Arab race, is cognisant of such liabilities ; and it is 
of no use fixing or measuring the amount by their 
intimate conviction of the villany of the extortion ; 
nor of their own courage and power to resist a 
danger which many consider to be imaginary. The 
simple state of the case is, that strangers enter a 
lawless country, where not only the protection of 
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the Bovereign is unavailable, but where proverbi- 
ally every man's hand is against liia neighbour; so 
that the race is split into ^tnall communities, fre- 
quently at open war with eaeh other ; but always 
very jealous of infringements on what they chooae 
to consider as their peculiar territory and privileges, 
and which they have the power to defend, at all 
events, against chance intruders. On tbe other 
hand, they are equally proverbiiil for the religious 
muntenance of the rights of hospitality ; so that a 
person once placed under their protection is in se- 
curity in the desert — guarded by professed robbers, 
even among rival tribes, who make it a point of 
honour to re»pect such protection. It is better to 
meet the caae as one of recognised existence, if not 
of right, — a thing to be fairly discussed, so as to 
make a good and cheerful bargain of that which 
must be paid for, instead of looking uiK>n it from 
the first as a robbery, to which you ac«ord a forced 
consent A BCr>~ice is, in fact, to be rendered ; 
which, if fairly [laid for, will be faithfully perfunned. 
It may almost be laid down as an axiom, that life 
and property arc safe, when once consigned to the 
protection of a proper Arab chief. The " bakshish " 
over and above the stipulated sum, always looked 
for, and always resisted, on the same ground of ex- 
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lortion, especially J>y EDglishmen, as is the 
mano^ at Naples, ia better submitted to with a good 
grace, thongh vith judgment; for it ia sure to 
bring an equivalent, ae well as the moral " bak- 
shish" of a frank and kindly deportment, which ia 
equally sure to be appreciated by the wild, but ge- 
oeroas, soos of the desert. 

A» in «11 cases of eeirice, one traveller paya his 
escort and guidos well, — it may be estravagantly, 
— but l»se3 no time, and giiea smoothly along bia 
arduoua way, accompanied by zealous scr^-anta : 
another passes days in beating down his guides to 
the lowest piastre; and, in consequence, he is in 
continual squnbblcs with them, and badly served. 

Hi>wi;ver, in the Icss-important journey to tbe 
Dead Sea, Mr. Finn, the British consul at Jemaa^ 
lom. Km performed a great service to travellers, by 
making an amngement with the several ehcikbsf 
eight in nanil>cr, claiming to have jurisdiction, or 
the ri}H)(a of robbery, or protection, as the awe may 
be. in thoM regions : by which they have agreed to 
lake it by turns to conduct and bring them back in 
safety for UX) piastrea each traveller, nearly IL, to 
bo |i«id on their return to Jerusalem. 

Our sheikh, one of the tkoblest-looking fellows I 
, avvr MW, accoropatued ua out of tbe town with four I 
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others. We hoped to have had him the whole way, 
and, from what we saw of his manners, it would douht- 
lesB have been a grati6cation ; but be aoon handed 
us over to his lieutenant, and let^ us, to return to 
the village where hia familj was established. I was 
informed that hie wife was a very beautiful woman, 
and that she received the visits of strangers with 
great pleasure, as it gave her an opixjrtunity of dis- 
playing a magnificent costume. The eheikh was 
much flattered at my asking permission to visit her, 
and said he would have all ready for our reception, 
on returning from our excursion; which, with much 
grace, and the politeness of unquestionable " na- 
ture's true nobility," he hoped would bo agreeable. 

December \^th. It was not far from noun when 
we left Jerusalem by the gate of St. Stephen, and 
crossed the brook Kedroti, now dry, in the deep 
valley of Jchosaphat, near the chapel where is said 
to be the tomb of the Virgin Mary. Passing over 
tlie southern shoulder of the Mount of Olives, from 
whence is the finest view of Jerusalem, opposite to 
the south-east angle uf the temple wail, we soon 
arrived at the small village of Bethany ; so poor and 
wretched now, yet so rich in the recollection of the 
miracle which hot) such a pathetic hold on the heart 
of every Christian. The place b considered holy 
q3 
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even by the Turks ; although I cannot agree with 
Lord Nugent, " that it answers, in every respect, 
the deacription given of it in the text ; which says, 
as distinguishing its appearance from that of the 
other sepulchres thereabouts, ' it was a cave ; and a 
etone lay upon it.' " The entrance is by an aperture 
in the side of the hill, by which you descend about 
twenty-five steps, hewn in tlie rock, into a narrow 
eubterranean passage, partly vaulted with hewn 
stones, and partly cut in the solid stone. This ter- 
minates in a vaulted chamber, which to me ap|>eare(l 
to have been constructed of hewn blockB and stuc- 
coed. Init were niches; one of which is very like a 
window that had been closed by slabs ; formerly 
admitting light and air, possibly from the face of 
the rugged hill, as the descent appeared to turn 
towards the declivity. In this vault we were shown 
what was called the tomb of Lazarus; which is not 
more than four feet six inches long, and raised about 
three feet above the ground. In the floor is an oiien- 
ing leading to another vaulted chamber beneath, 
apparently also built or cased with hewn stono. 

Soon after leaving Bethany the route lay among 
wild and bare hills, more desolate than the imagina- 
tion can conceive. Two shepherd boys were the 
on^ human beings we encountered ; and the summita 
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of one or two hills scaatilj tinged with green received 
our farewell to vegetation, except in the occasional 
appearance of some bushes of the nubk, a very 
thorny shrub. 

The rocks, brilliant with varied colours, increased 
in ruggednesa, till we reached a terrific gorge or 
ravine, at the bottom of wliieh a brook foamed 
and struggled to reach a goal far beyond that of 
the ordinary destination of rivers. The precipitous 
cliffs, hollowed into numberless caves, were formerly 
inhabited by men, whose hearts and minds, scathed 
by wild passions, found congenial responses in the 
horrors of the glen. 

The road to Jericho descends rapidly in this 
gloomy valley. At a sharp turn of it, where the 
calcareous cliffs are perpendicular on the left hand, 
my faithful little companion, the aneroid barometer, 
showed that we were at or near the level of the 
Mcdit«rraaean. 

The gorge soon after this widens out and shows 
the valley of the Jordan, El Ghor, still far below us, 
boimiled by the distant and rugged mountains of the 
Abariiu and of Moab; the counterpart apparently 
of those among which we were journeying ; but at 
what depth or at what distance the V strangeness of 
the scenery " alTorded no clue for estimation. 
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Tlie brook cuts its deep and winding farrow 
through the alluvial and imperceptibly declining 
plain to the Jordan; the course of which river Is 
marked by the dim, and in these »id regions unusual, 
line of vegetation which skirts its bank^. 

We passed the ruins of a bridge, and portions of 
an ancient nqucduct, with a strong cement lioiog 
the conduit. This fine work reappeared at several 
points of our descent to what are called the ruins 
of Jericho, where we saw numerous ancient founda- 
tions and some Saracenic remains. 

From a height near the termination of the aque- 
duct the view of the Dead Sea, with the surround- 
ing precipitoua mountains, lighted with the lurid rays 
of the setting sun, was more extraordinary than I had 
ever beheld in landscape effect. It seemed to be 
something supernatural; as if the sun deemed that 
too much was expected of him in requiring his raya 
to illumine and gladden deptlis far below the bosom 
of the ocean. 

The copious fountain of Ain es Sultan, surrounded 
by thorny trees, the nubk, is a most delightful 
termination to a ride so fatiguing andsullry. These 
trees afford shade and some protection to tlio miser- 
able village of Rilia. the representative oi' the once 
flourishing city of Jericho. 
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Here we pitclicd our tents, and passed a very 
coltl and unconiforUible night; which was not Un- 
proved by the incessant talking of our Arabs, dis- 
cussing their peculiar politics with their friends; 
die crying of more babies than I could have cal- 
culated on meeting in such a small village ; the 
barking of dogs ; the confusion caused by our horses 
breaking loose, for the pleasure of kicking and bitiug 
each other; so that we were not sorry to resume 
our journey long before daylight. 

On approaching the river Jordan the sun rose in 
grest splendour, lighting up the mountains of Judoh, 
while those of Moab were clotlied in tlie coldest 
mists, miirking out a succession of levels on their 
sides. 

The ride of an hour and a half was over a 
strongly inclined plain, which, in perpendicular de- 
scent from our encampment, is several hundred 
feet. 

The immediate vicinity of the river descends by 
breaks or banks in the alluvial soil, sliowing the 
indications of former levels. Corresponding banks 
were seen on the opposite side. We arrived at 
tlie place of the pilgrims, called El Meshra by the 
Anibs ; a lovely bend of the river, bordered by willows 
and tamarisks, which arc cleared away at tliis place 
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to »Dow the approach of the piJ^m ; and berond, i 
is considerably ihlnned by them, m each man cutsd 
staff tor him^If, and doubtless a few for his frirod 
judging at all erent^ by the bundles we can 

If not the true spot connected with remimso^nc* 
of high religloua import, it la well chostu for the d»>g 
Tout obsemuioe of the croirds of pilgrims who Biiijk I 
here to bnihe, though sometime? the incautious or I 
the over-foithfiil are carried away by the stream. It 
was a pretty scene ; the tree« gilded with the mi)miag 
sun and gorgeously refleel«d in the turbid wEl«r, 
'• vellow as the Tiber," ndbiag dleady faal with 
gTMi gwifiatmi Mt thai Ibe ii cfaMi wi of tho dd- 
mfled anrfcir WW yar fft'L «»* V^rei ita 
npddffimvii- Ii M, hnrerer.MolferpMuliarity 
aJKMit ji ; mm) ««ipbt hare heem i |Rtty bend of a 
river aan-wim^ 7i «w htn about fifty jvA wide 
and t&* Im^ «N< frn Mf^ We had beea dtmu 
itffoUomi^ ikt » ^ii^i ti the rirer to ita tmkmt- 
ehurt. Ohr j ^ i ii ^ 4inavror, positipely reAaed to 
(>ii)]ducl na tk« nwr; tuA art aiderftandiQg tb«ir 
n««in«, ve iikA,4 m a iwt i wuuatia nce, till the 
mtxtn i/ the f««^id «hnr«j that it waa 
M,wttl>le, aixl we were gW M «xtriaato oundKa 
D tMhiir them oa « b%b«r aad Smer tnct At 
:^ •Mfoa irarclfera hare hcnt aide to do ir 
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wc failed in. We saw great nimibera of univalve 
shells strewn about, which I regret not to have ex- 
amined. The fringe of trees borJering the river 
diminished ae it ncared the sea. 

We crossed some long, straight lines, like raised 
beaches or newly macadamised roads, covered with 
pebbles. On reaching the margin of the sea, which 
had a beach of similar appearance, we had to ride to 
the eastward some little distance to reach the spot 
where the mouth of the Jordan shoots its turbid 
waters into the clear blue water of the sea, between 
two jetty-like banks of mud of its own formation. 
The discoloration of the water could be seen far 
&om the ebore. 

Some of our party bathed in the sea, and found it 
extraonlinarily buoyant. Not being able to sink lower 
than the chest, they thought it would not be possible 
to be drowned,' 

Some ducks were disturbed by our riding along 
the shore. They half flew and half swam for some 
distance, as usnal before rising. I confess that I 
cannot but think XI. Van der Vclde was deceived 
when he thought he saw ducks diving. Some other 
little birds flew across. 

' It it extrmordinnry ihat other truTcllcrs have eud ttey 
found no grvuter buojaocj in this lea iban in the ocean. 
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The beach is formed of coarse Band with flat peb- 
bles of bituminous shale and fragiuente of Lydian 
stone. This shelves grndually under water, ao tlist 
our bathers could not plunge in. 

Tow.irds tlie north-west angle of the sea la a small 
island with a heap of rough stones. 

We observed, as most travellers have, a prodigious 
mist rising from the sea, heightening the aerial tinta 
of (bstance, eo as completely to efi'ace the outline 
of tlie mountains to the southward, although the 
weather was very fine. This was ocular demou- 
stration of the activity of evajmration, which, from a 
surface depressed so far below the usual level, works 
with increased energy. This probably led Maltebrun 
to say, " volumes of smoke arc sometimes seen to 
escape from Lake AsphaJtitcs ; " and Brochard, who 
visited the lake in the twelfth century, asserts that 
he beheld it "fiavtinif and smoking like the mouth of 
hell!"' 

The mountwns on both shores, as far as the eye 
could reach, were rugged and precipitous in the 
extreme; rising with forms never seen on the 
ordinary borders of lakes, as if the depths of this 
strange sea had been prematurely laid bare before 

ii.33. Quot«(l from Jo/j/ft'f 
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they liod been prepared to assume their new cha- 
racter of dry land. The clifFa seemed to be rent into 
ravines, on leaving the water's edge ; in receding, they 
rose into inDitmerable peaks, hut with a tendcncy 
to group themselves in successive plateaux.' 

On leaving the sea at this part, we returned to 
the mountains by a different route, passing through, 
we may suppose, the site of Joshua's camp at Gilgal. 
Here are some patches of vegetation, cane brakes, 
with an appearance of swampy ground. 

We soon came among a succession of sand-hills, 
having generally flat tops and other indications of 
sedimentary deposits, hut with precipitous flaukf. 
These continued, as we rose, several hundred feet 
above the plwn ; but they became less strongly 
marked in horizontal layers; they gradually lost 
their flat capping, their outline was more rugged, and 
the fine sand of which the lower hills were composed 
gave place to a coarser kind, mingled with stones, 

' •' The m&nj Jitlie shells wLich arc round around tlie margin 
of th« ten are ihoic u[ luiid Iiciiccs, and a fvvi ilcud, whitened, 
fresh-witor ipecimeni of nielnnin, fVoiD the valley of JonUn, 
or that river itaelf. There nrc certainly no living moltusks 
whalj^vtrr vlBible in the water uC the sea." — Scripture Landi, 
Jtev. W. J. WiKidnifk, p. 2 1 1 . 

A gentleman toltl nic that, white bathing in the Dead Sen, 
he wai t>!tl«n liy touelhing like B crab, which he anrortDnalely 
destroyeil. 
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I to fragmento of rocks. At length, 
iMgr fcreken np by ravines, the continuity of level 
w» only to be detected in a general sense ; and whea 
eecn from a distance in a wider range, was most 
strun);!)' iiiarked in similar conformations on the 
opiHWtv luoiitttHins of M(wb and Gilead. In fact- 
UK' iwiirweim or idea of Lorizonlality seemed to 
flNNV xW«fif vwrywUere on my observation, as it 
[JM fW WW W ^y *M», ««|wdsUy when seen by the 
g«MM»«rA*<Mrty ntorning. 

, w JMfct m t to anytliing I had 
MMMUinoue countries I hare 
^ wnrnJItT *>cited astouiskuient oud 
cartiMt^T. NnJl Jhw4t ^*m^y oa my mind. If the 
attenti<w of wll)«n Wv* aot bMU drawn to ibcm, it 
may be, {wirtMf*. I«M«NM» ^j may nut have seen 
them under the mnn cumMMtUKe of mist, light, 
and shade, or the praoumMA arsamo feature forcing 
iUfilf on observation, tm it did on mino. 

Hilt while the extn^uic wildncm and singuhirity in 
B»[>ect of the scenery surroundii^ thu Dead Sea, the 
Luke Asplmltilee of the ancients, most hare been 
known in all ages, the peculiar phenomenon of its 
dejjrcMiun, at ail events, was not noticed till the 
"'■it of MejMre. Moore and Beck in 1837. The 
»ot, huwevvr, was aoon established by scientific oh- 
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servationa ; and although the discrepanciea between 
the first and the moat recent observers have been 
great, there can now be no doubt that the surface of 
this inland sen is not less than 1,300 feet below 
the level of the Mediterranean, 

Travellers have hitherto ventured to say but little 
on the probable cause and modus operandi of this 
accident uf nature. Few, indeed, have addressed 
themselves frankly to the subject; some, possibly, 
from having been hampered with the presumed 
necessity of connecting it with the catastrophe 
recorded in Genesis. Thus Warburton says, " The 
damned cities of the plain are seething below its 
waters." Captain Lynch, U. S. N., says "Every- 
thing favours the supposition tiiat tlie guilty cities 
stood on the southern plain, between Usdom and 
the mountJiins of Moab. The nortliern part must 
have been always water, or the plain have sunk at 
the time of the catastrophe." . . . " To the north was 
the calm and motionless sea, while many fathoms 
deep in the slimy mud beneath it lie embedded the 
ruins of the ill-fated cities of Sodom and Gomorrah." 
He even said of the inhabitants of Kcrek, the 
descendants of Lot, " They all, men and women, 
seemed to liavo impressed on their features the 
curse of their incestuous origin." 
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Others ', in theorising on the subject, have combiner 

the simple account of the agency of fire recorded ii 

p Genesis xix. 24. as the cause of destruction, with j 

presumed inundation that was brought about by it. 

In this they appear to follow the ancient popula 
belief recorded by Strabo ^, that the country aroun< 

* the lake had been under the action of fire. Of whicl 

tne proofs adduced, among others, *'were certaii 

' \ rocks near Massada which had been hardened anc 

: . calcined by fire ; some crevices ; rocks from whicl 

exuded pitch ; hot springs, of which the fetid smel 

was perceived far off; here and there places formerlj 

; . inhabited totally destroyed ; so that if we may believe 

this tradition spread in the coimtry, according tc 

* which thirteen towns or cities formerly existed h 
' ' these places ; and they say that the ruins of theii 

metropolis Sodom still remained and were sixtj; 
stadia in circumference; earthquakes, irruptions oi 
fire, of hot, bituminous, and sulphurous springs 
had caused the lake to overflow its banks, rockg 
caught fire ; and that it was then these cities had 
been swallowed up or abandoned by all those whc 
could escape from them." 

The very reverend and learned Dean of St 

^ Appendix, B. 1. and 2. 

* Strabo, lib. zvi. p. 235. (Fr, trans.) 
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Paul's combining another passage of Scriptnre 
(Gen. xiiL v. 10.), says, " The valley of the Jordan 
in which were situated the cities of Sodom, Gomor- 
rah, Adme, Tseboim, was rich and highly cultivated. 
It is most probable that the river then flowed in 
a deep and uninterrupted channel down a regular 
descent, and discharged itself into the eastern 
gulf of the Red Sea. The cities stood on a soil 
broken and undermined with veins of bitumen and 
sulphur. These inflammable substances, set on fire 
by lightning, caused a tremendous convulsion ; the 
watercourses, both the river and the canals by 
which the land was extensively irrigated, burst 
their banks; the cities, the walls of which were 
perhaps built from the combustible materials of the 
soil, were entirely swallowed up by the fiery 
inundation ; and the whole valley, which had been 
compared to Paradise, and to the well-watered 
corn-fields of the Nile, became a dead and fetid 
lake." » 

This hypothesis assumes that the whole plain 
at the south end of the Dead Sea was composed 
of bitumen, for which, with great deference I must 
say, I cannot discover sufficient authority. 

^ Hist of the Jews. See abo Malte Brun, Precis dc la 
Geog. torn. iii. p. 151. 

VOL. I. S 
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;ra who attribute the destruction of the cities 

aatainl causes, have preaned into tlieir aij^nxoent 

ery TSgae indication of Tolcanio agencj to whidi 

ij would refer the catastrophe. 

They see in alight tnces of igneous rocks, in 

occanonal Bulphnrons exhalataons, or in the mannco 

of bitumen fbnnd <m the margin, or floating co 

the sor&ce of the lake, less abundantly now tlwii 

formerly, sore indications of volcanic agency octm- 

paratively recent. 

Malte Brun eays : The valley of the Jordan oflfers 
many tracea of Tolcanoes : the bituminous nud sul 
phuroiis water of tlic Lake Afphaltitcs, the lava and 
pumice thrown out upon its banks, and the warui- 
bath of Tiberias, show that this valley has been 
the theatre of a 6re not yet extinguished. Vohimea 
of smoke are often observed to cscajK; from Luke 
Asphaltites, and new crevices are found on it^ 
mai^in. 

From all I can discover by observation or research 
in descriptions of otlien*, I venture to think that the 
line of depression, at all eveiits, has not been the 
theatre of sucli agency. Dr. Anderson, who made 
a geological survey of this remarkable district from 
Slount Hemion as far as to the conimenciment of 
the Wady Arahah has given very full details, which 
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I ttink set the matter at rest, bo far as recent action 
is concerQed, and separate the geological from the 
hiBtorical catagtrophe. 

While it cannot be doubted that the depreesion, 
in which we find this inland sea, was originally 
formed by some subterranean movement, in common 
with the general production of mountains and 
valleys on the earth's surface, it ought, I im^inc, 
to be admitted that it was only a part of a very 
large operation, which included also the Gulf of 
AkabaJi and the Ked Sea ; since they are in the 
same line of action, and in some respects are 
^nular. 

It appears to me to be proved by scientific men, 
that not only there is no reason to believe that vol- 
canic change has token place during the historic 
period, but that there is little or nothing to show 
that the basin of the Dead Sea has ever been the 
focus of any volcanic action. There are indeed hot 
springs on its margin, and bitumen is reported to 
have been seen fioating on its waters in large 
masses, in ancient times.' Strabo says, that a great 
quantity of bitumen rises to the surface of tl»e Lake 
Sirbon (Asphaltitcs). But Reland thinks that the 



' Appendii, C. I. 
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ancients confounded the lake of Judea with another 
near Babylon, and they attributed to it the quali- 
ties which properly belonged to the Babylonian lake 
Sirbo.^ Becent visitors always speak of bitumen 
in small pieces being found on the shores.^ I only 
saw some small pebbles of bituminous shale; and 
some black stone, which I picked up, and thought 
to be bitumen or jet, proved to be Lydian stone. 
The smell which I believed to have been emitted 
when held in the flame, was left by the smoke of the 
candle. This may have been the case with other 
descriptions of sulphurous vapour, said to be emitted 
from stones found on the banks. 

The bitumen found floating could not have been 
brought down by the Jordan from the volcanic 
region near the Lake Tiberias; because that sub- 
stance which is found in the pits near Hasbeya is 
specifically heavier than water, and therefore could 
not have passed through Lake Tiberias, accord- 

^ Xiphilinus in Epitome Dionis, p. 252 , quoted by Relandus, 
Pal. lUust. p. 244-6. 

' '^ The bitumen is said by the Arabs to flow down the face 
of a precipice on the eastern shore, falling off when a mass is 
collected. Afler the earthquake of 1st January, 1837, a piece 
large enough for seventy men to stand on it was found floating. 
Except this, and a piece thrown on the shore in 1834, afler an 
earthquake, it had not been known in the sea.** — Bib, Res. 
Tol. ii. 229. 
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ing to Dr. Anderaoa', who declares that "we have 
no authoritative evidence from historical testimony, 
or existing vestiges, that the Holy Land was ever 
visited by volcanic action, properly so called, since 
the first history of man."* This was the result of 
his geological survey of Palestine ; nevertheless, re- 
ferring to the general features of the country, this 
gentleman, OS well as Dr. llobinson and IVIr. Van der 
Vcldc, shows that, in the neighbourhood of Lake 
Tiberias, with the mountain of Saphet as a centre, 
there are considerable traces of volcanic action in 
basalt, lavas, hot springs, bitumen pits, &c South 
of Abodiyalt these disappear on the west side of the 
Jordan, and arc not seen again north of the latitude 
of Akabah.' 

On the eastern side, however, they arc found in 
abundance, though at a great distance, north-east of 
the Dead Sea, in the region of Lcjah in Trachonitis, 
according to &fr. Porter.* The intermediate moun- 



' Appendix, C. 1, ' Appendix, C, 2. 

' Appendix, C. 3- 

* " The physical features of tlie Lrjuli [ireHent tlie most niri* 
gular phenomena I bare ever witucMed, and to whicli Uierc i* 
not pcrhap* a parallel Id the world, with the excepliuo of the 
Safa i it is ohnlly compoaed of block biuult, which wems to 
hiiTe iuued from innuincralile \torea in ihc lurrace of the earth, 
tad thence, in k li<iuld itate, lu have Qowed out on ertrj side 
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tain?, on both sides of the Ghor, seem to be princi 
pally calcareous in their formation. 

If these proofs of the great antiquity of the whoh 
depression be admitted, then the popular belief tha 
the passage (Gen. xiiL 10.) alluded to the valley a 
the south end of the Dead Sea, the W'ady Arabah 
must fall to the ground ; since the River Jordai 
r could never have reached so far, having a sail 

• t lake to pass, and moreover the slope of that vallej 

! i was in opposition to its course. 
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till the whole plain was corered. Before cooling, it was agi- 
tated bj some fierce and powerful tempest, or other such force 
and then shattered by internal motions and Tibrations. The 
cup-like pits, from which the laya was projected, are still seen, 
and also the wave-like aspect of a thick liquid which cooU 
while flowin;^, or is agitated while cooling. There are in manj 
places deep fissures and cavities in the solid mass ; while in 
other parts are jagged heaps, which appear not to have been 
sufficiently heated to flow, but to have been rent \>y other 
forces, or to have cracked in cooling. The rock has protuber- 
ances and pits like air-bubbles ; is verj heavy, and has a me- 
tallic sound when struck. I did not perceive any approach to 
columnar or crystallised basalt.** — Jaum. of Sac. Lit. No. 12., 
July, 1854. 

In Gen. z. 19., ^ And the border of the Canaanites was from 
Sidon as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza ; as thou goest unto 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto 
Lasha.** Now, if this Lasha be identical with Lejah, the most 
volcanic region of Trachonitis, a fair inference would place the 
four cities in its neighbourhood; and though the verse is a 
description of the boundaries of Canaan, it may also be con- 
sidered as prophetically including the trans-Jordanic posses- 
lions of Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh. 
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The ndvocates, therefore, of either hypothesia — • 
mely, those who imagine that by aoiiie great con- 
IbLoq affecting the Dead Sea, the " citiea of the 
tin " were suhraerged by its waters, thoBC who 
lieve that the cataj^itrophe of their destruction was 
brought about by the simple agency of volcanic 
J (unless we look to the Lejah for the source), 
knd they who adopt the idea of their combined 
•Ction — apjiear to me to be in error ; since ihe ex.- 
>press declaration of Holy Writ is, that this deatmc- 
n was the direct visitation of the wrath of God, 
who sent fire Jrom heaven to consummate their 
doom. *' Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah brimstoue and fire, from the Lord 
out of heaven." (Gen. xix. 24.) In this visitation, 
therefore, we should not look for the ordinary ope- 
ntions of natural causes, which run the course He 
hoa appointed for them, and which, {>osBibly, had 
their commencement in ages long anterior to that 
awful punishment of the sins of nations; and the 
appearance of the Dead Sea, which we witness at 
the present day, may have been familiar to the eyea 
of the inhabitants of the Pentapolis. But I have 
the presumplion to go farther. I not only believe 
that the two catastrophes were totally independent 
of each other; but I venture to think that the po- 
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pular niid long-establialied belief which has aptigneJ 
the plftin at the southern end of the Dead Sea as the 
site of those cities. Is totally in error, ba^cd ori- 
ginally on ignorance of the extraordinary physJcal 
character of the region m question. Tbia having 
nearly continued to within the present time, may 
well excuse the duration of tlie error ; hut now that 
the light of experimental science has descended into 
those regions, and has explained the phenomenon, it 
is wonderful that old associations still keep up the 
fallacy. 

It is with much respect for the opinions of those 
who still are influenced by these associations, that I 
say I cannot see that the few passages bi-anng on 
it in the Holy Scriptures warrant the assumption of 
that locality as the site of tliose cities ; and I tun 
confinned in my opinions by the learned Beland.' 

' It is commonlv belicvei] that tlia Like AtpluUitct «u 
produced at the snmc liiou whvn Scnloni, lee., wore orcrtlirtnm 
by God ; lo that thej were covereil and overwhelmed by ibe 
watcra of Uiis lake. But this opinion does tiot »oem to hv *op- 
ported on right Teuton. I know tliat reference Is tiii>l« to 
Gen. xj*. 3., where it U written concerning the klngi of Sndnn, 
&e., " All these were jnineil together in the vole of Sidilim, 
which 1* the salt sea ; " but here nothing is stid, exccjit tbal 
the valley of Siihlitn. u it wu ronucrlr cnlle^l, oAcrwutls wm 
the lalt sea, which 1 do not dvny ; fur that v/lley niigfat 
liave l>een inundalotl by the watcra of the sea iiU'lf, or by lb« 
overflowing of iba Jonlu. or by subterruieous waters ; coa* 
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The first which introduces tliem to our know- 
ledge is in Gen. xiii. In ver, 3. Abram " went on 
his journeys from the south, even to Bcth-el, unto 
the same place where his tent had been at the be- 
ginning, between Beth-el and Hai,"and Lot accom- 
panied him. They both were rich in " flocks and 

ceruiiig whith, because it is uncertain Low and when it bap- 
pctied, it 19 unnecea^arj lo add anjlliing. The Inspirud writer 
does not tij ihat (he«e five citlea, SoiIdu and the rest, were 
situated in the vallej of Siddim i rather, on ihe contrar;^, it 
tony be gathered from that passage, llat the king of those live 
cities, where they had collectol an armj, had marched lowardt 
the vaUey of Siddim; which, if any one should wish to trandato 
these words in the vaUey, it will amount to the same thing. 
For the valley of Siddim will be diflcrent from tliat region in 
which their Hve cities were situated ; fur the sake of esainplc, 
the citizens of Amslcrdam, UaarleDi, &c., iijarched against 
their enemies, and were assembled in Holland, because those 
cities were of Hollond ; lo that it might in truth be euid, that 
the cititens of those cities were assembled in that gilacc where 
is now the Haarlem Loke; and from thence it might be inferred 
that the Haarlem Lake wa.' different from the place in which 
these cities were situated. Besides, in the whole of the sacred 
volume there is clearly no mention of ihc submerging uf those 
cities, neither in the place where the catastrophe is related, nor 
where the finger is pointed to it by the Prophets (Gen. xix. 24.), 
God is said to have rained over it sulphur and fire, and lo have 
overturned ihe cities nnd the plain (note this : also Gen. xiii. 3, 
not pDII not the valley of Siddim), and the inbaUitanls of the 
cities, and the produce of the ground ; nnd Commale (?), 
Atiraham law that region smoking like a furnace. Nothing 
here of an oversowing, — nothing here of an inundation; bat 
the cootrary ta tbeie things, sulphur, fire, smoke, an o*er- 
throw, &c, &c. — lUUndta, Pal. Ititul- p, 2j!4. 
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herds," and there waa strife between their reapectire 
herdsmen, (ver. 8.) *' And Ahram siud unto Xiot, 
let tJierc be no strife, X pray thee, between thee and 
me. (ver, 9.) " Ib not the whole land before thee ?" 
(ver, 10.) " And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all 
the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Giv 
raorrah, even as the garden of the Lord." (ver. 1 1.) 
" Then Lot ehose him nil the plain of Jordan ; and 
Lot journeyed east, and they separated themselves 
tlie one from the other," (ver, 12.) " Abrara dwelled 
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwellt'd in the cities 
of the plain, and pitched his tent towards Sodom." 

Neither in the days of Lot's migration, if the 
physical Mnfiguration of the region was the same, 
or nearly the same, could the Jordan have watered 
the valley south of the Dead Sea. It was stopped 
by that salt basin Into whieh it then, aa now, lost iu 
fertilising waters. And if that southern valley was 
ever fertile, it must have been rendered so by streams 
rising in the south, and flowing northwards in a 
direction opposite to the Jordan, and, like it, losing 
their waters in the Dead Sea. 

For wc must bear in mind, that misapprehension 
arose in this caae in the erroneous belief that the 
course of the Jordan, in those days, teat continued 
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south of the Dead Sea through the Wady Arabah to 
the Gulf of Akabah. The celebrated traveller Burck- 
hardt, not being aware of the great depression of 
the two Ghora, through which he supposed the Jor- 
dan to have flowed, may well be excused in having 
fallen into this error. But after it was discovered, 
a vague belief was etill entertained that such might 
have been its course ; though a little reflection would 
have shown it to be a physical impossibility in the 
present state of the region. This was not proved 
till the French traveller, the Count de Bertou, 
passed through the whole valley, and ascertained 
beyond a doubt ite upward slope, from the southern 
end of the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akabah. 

It appears that Lot separated from Abram because 
there was no room for hie flocks and herds, and he 
went to a country which he chose, because he saw 
that it was fertile " as the garden of the Lord " 
before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
That land was the valley of the Jordan, and it was 
east of the point from whence he beheld it ; there- 
fore he journeyed in that direction in order to reach 
it, and he pitched his tent towards Sodom, of 
course in the neighbourhood of his pasture ground. 

Now it is manifest, in the first instance, tlint lie 
could not have seen nor reached the south end of 
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the Dead Sea by looking or travelling east from 
Bethel ; neither could the valley south of the Dead 
Sea have been the valley of the Jordan, because it 
slopes upwards to the south, which would have offered 
a physical barrier to the course of that river, if even 
there had been no Asphaltitcs to intercept and destroy 
the fertility of its waters. But the position he chose 
was east of Bethel, and it must be presumed that 
Sodom was there also ; that is to say, to the east of 
Bethel and north-east of the Dead Sea* 

From other sources we learn, that in the same 
direction beyond the Jordan — that is to say, east 
from Bethel, in the time of Lot — lay the country 
of the Emim, ** that terrible people ; " so called by 
their successors, the descendants of Moab, who oc- 
cupied the land at the period of the passage of the 
Israelites. * 

But they, the Emim, called themselves *^ the 
children of Shcth," or, according to the Hebrew form 
that designates their land, Shittim ; and from the per- 
fect correspondence of this form with the shetta of 
Egyptian monuments, that accomplished lady Miss 
Fanny Corbaux ^ has identified this formidable race 

1 Deut. ii. 10. 

' In applying her learned deductions to bear out my own 
Tiewfl, I must, in justice to Miss Corbaux, state that we differ, 
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with the tribe of Bephaim kDown in Scripture aa the 
Emim, one of whose cities is called (Gen. xiv. 5.) 
Shuveh Kiriiithnim, the double city of Shaveh ' ; and 
the metropolitan vale of Shittim is also called (ver, 17.) 
" the vnlley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale." 
Therefore this name, Shittim, is not intended to de- 
eigrmtc a city, but the whole country, called after- 
wards the plains of Moab, and it is identical with 
the name Siddlm, as the d and the t, the s and sh, 
are interchangeable.' 

This royal vale is where the king of Sodom met 
Abrani ; and Lot looking eaat from Bethel could see 
the land about it, and he journeyed to it when he 
" pitched his tent towards Sodom." But between 

>t pre«ent, with regard to the position of the " five cjtiei." 
(Sec Joum. of Sac. Lit. April, 18S2.) I thould be verjt proud 
of her KcesBinn to m; opinlont. 

' Appendix, C. 4. 

* " I apprehend that the vole of Slddim, in which the metro- 
poli« uf this people (the children of Shetb) onc« laj, is onl; an 
orthogrnphic Tariation of the lame name (Shittim). In this 
case, the hittorian appears to have traDtcribed the form of the 
Dtune literally, from a more ancient record ; perhaps in one 
embodied from an old and limited alphabet, which, like the 
E^iyptian, (lid not recoRniie *uch sbodes of sound as d and I ; 
whertrDis in liia personal narrative, he wroUi the paioe as he 
beard it pronounced in the country. Both these orlbographies 
are eiiually well reprcaented in the Egyplian form of tbia name, 
with which Mosea was no doubt well acquainted." — Jottm. 
Sae. LU. April, W2. 
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Zuzira, the then dominant tribe ' ; and consequently 
vaa on the cast of the Dead Sea, and waa not 
Jerusalem ; which is said by Maiietho to have been 
built by the remnant of the Shepherds, who were 
driven out of Egj-pt by the Theban kings. 

Again (in Numb, xxxiii. 47.) we find, that the 
Israelite's " pitched their tents in the mountains of 
Abarini, before Nebo." (ver, 48.) "And they de- 
parted from the mountains of Abarim, and pitched 
in the plains of Moah, by Jordan, near Jericho." 
(ver. 49.) '* And they pitched by Jordan, from 
Beth-Jeshiiuoth, even unto Abel-Shittim, in the 
plains of Moab." 

Again (Josh. iL 1.): "And Joshua the son of 
Nan sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, 



' " Tbc EgjjitiMit designate ihe (Rapha) nation collei^tively 
tbo inAi-D, which coirecponds to Ihe £uf of Manctho, aoil 
the 0*111 Ziu-im or Scripture. Manetlio alone bu preserved 
the rojal prefix '\i Uulc, b; which tbo elder tribe dbtinguisbed 
iti chief^ who, ai bend of tbc whole Itaphn people, took the 
lead in the invuiun of Egypt. He tajt these people called 
tlieinselvei 'VK-oait; which he interprets "Royal Shtpkerdt' 
becnuic '1'c tignifiea a king, ttnd £u£, a iheplierd. This epithet, 
'l'«, ippcua, in Scripture, hs the title of the BOTereigo of 
Dublin, chief of the Zuzim, £wc, or ciui'u ; for the Hebrew 
Vig Hong (Og) in a, verjr fair Attempt to imitate the natiie 
word which Manelho eudeavoura to render in Greek letter* by 
'Vc Huk." — Ste Mitt Cnrbavx'a Paptr on M> Ziaim in Ikt 
Journal of Sae. Lit. Juuuary, 1B32. 
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saying, go view the land, even Jericho." (chap. iii. 
1.) '* And Joshua rose early in the morning; 
and they removed from Shittim and came to Jordan, 
he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over." 

Here, then, we have a very clear account of the 
last strategical positions of the army of the children 
of Israel, immediately preceding the first military 
operations in the land of their inheritance, which 
they came expressly to conquer. At one day's 
march from the Jordan the vanguard was at Beth- 
Jcshimoth, the nearest point to the ford of the river, 
and the rear at " Abel-Shittim, in the plains of 
Moab ; " from whence he sent the spies. Therefore 
Abel-Shittim, or Siddim, is clearly identified with 
the plains of Moab, or the valley of Shavch 
Kiriathaim. 

Again, we find that among the cities enumerated 
as having been given to the children of Reuben, 
are ''Kirjathaim and Sibnah, and Zareth-Shahar 
in the mount of the valley. And all the cities of the 
plain and all the kingdom of Sihon, king of the 
Amorites," &c. (Josh. xiii. 19 — 21.) 

The Dead Sea is called ** the sea of the plain,** 
especially with reference to the region in question. 

Great light has been thrown on this subject 
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by tlie invaluable li-anslations by Mr. Birch of 
the tablets and sculptures embellishing the palace 
temples of Ivarnuk', the Ramscum, and the ex- 
cavated one of Abou-Simbel in N^ubia ; and of 
the Sftllier papyrus, &e. The last gives, in a semi- 
poetic form, an account of " a journey to the land 
of siTBTTA," of which Shittini is the plural. Miss 
F, Corbaux, with great learning and ingenuity, 
has collated the names iu this itinerary with biblical 
correspondents ; and haa clearly traced the journey, 
which was that of the expedition under Saineses 
II. through the land of the Philistine and Canaan, 
by the Shibboleth Ford near the Wady Zurka, 
by the " bow-bearing siias-u, or Zuzim, to the 
land of the SHETTA or Emim of the Bible; which 
ie the region in question ; that is, the royal vale 
of Shaveh, or Shittim, or Siddim, in the pliuns of 
Moab, 

' Thii valuable monumfnt was formerly a part oftlii; rigbt- 
buitl vrnll on enterin); tlio granite isncluarji al Kamak, and is 
now \png in the ma^iaz'ne nf the Louvre. It is a. lias-relief 
upon anndstonc, containing Bftj-four perpendicular lines of 
ttiin^lyptiiif, — all mutilated tu tlie extent of onc-lmir; to 
which niust be added a (mall piece cnntaining the coniui«ncc> 
Blent of eight more linrs; making in all sixty-two. The 
whole was ■iirmounted by two other lines. 

Tlii* tablet may be prunnunced, without lieailallon, the inoit 
important extant, for the hintory an<l romincrcc of Central 
Ai\u. — TniTit. lfo>,ol Soc. v/ Lir., ti'ru} Srrie; \iA u. p 317, 

vol.. I. 9 
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Under all thf^se considerations, it seems to me in- 
credible to suppose that four or five nttes could faave 
been in a confined, swampy plain, 1300 feet b«Jow 
tbe level of the ocean, eliut in on three eidea by Ugb' 
mountains and perpendicular cliffii ; on tbe foortfa 
«ide by the disngreeable salt lake. 

The plain itself being lesa than fifty sqoare miles 
in area, not including the portion of the lake said lo 
IiiivG been submerged, is too email to have be«n 
able to contain "five independent states, goverocd 
by kings or military leaders." ' Its dimennons ■« 
also subject to great contraction by tlie occasional 
riwf of the Dead Sea, which is said by Robinson to 
Iw soinctimea as high as fifteen feet. Tbcy could 
not httvc been small states, for it ia hardly cro- 
dible that the force of tbe Assyrian empire * Doder 
Ninyas would have been directed against a territory 
not larger tlian one of our smallest counties, 
which, on the highest scale of [MtpulatioD, could not 
have contained twenty thousand inhabitants.* Butt 
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■ KUUi,in«t. P>J. p,4. 

' Scbuckrurd, in bla " Sacr«<] and Proraoe Ilittur; ofthcl 
Worlil coniiectvd," hu concluilcU tlist CbeOorltatoer, king oCa 
Elain, ofMocs, wna iJentli-sl with Niojas, sou of Ninua ■ 
Snuiruuis. — Bk. ri. p. 4. 

' Taking Bvl^puiu as the ilandonl, iriih » popalMioa * 
o tlM) tqaRre mile. 
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Sodom mu8t have been a large city; that is to say, 
sixty stadia in circumference, according to the ac- 
counts given to Strabo ; and if he is taken as good 
authority for the sites of the cities, he may be 
presumed to be equally good for the size. 

I am aware that against these arguments, wliich 
I have ventured to advance, I have a very strong 
current of popular belief against me, which has its 
source in the most remote antiquity, and ia at the 
enme time the most venerated. The authority for 
tills popular belief is no less than a passage in the 
Holy Bible, which we are all tanght to took upon as 
unquestionable. 

But when, in the historical part of that Book, we 
find a passage not only difGcult to reconcile with 
facU and probabilities, but involving by its literal 
acceptance an impossibility, we may imagine some 
error of transcription or of translation.' 

Now, the whole question, as far as I can understand, 
hangs upon a simple passage in Gen. xiv. 3. " All 
these were joined t<^ethcr in the vale of Siddlm, 
which M Mr t/iit tea." The most literal interpre- 
tation would be, that the whole of the Dead Sea was 



' Dr. Milmnit mlriiiti there ari? tliicrepKncici !d the n- 
ti writings uf tlie Hcbrewi, — ffitl. of M« Jraw, p. 140. 
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formerly a fertile valley ; for the text is not qualified 
in any way that would justify the assumption that 
a part is meant. ^ Into this expedient, however, the 
upholders of the popular belief are forced ; and if the 
whole is intended, it involves an impossibility with 
the present condition of the lake. To reconcile this 
difficulty, the advocates for the tradition have re- 
course to a subsidence in connection with the fire 
from heaven. This is pure imagination, for which 
there is no warrant in the simple text ; so that if I 
am thought to be unwarranted in imagining a dif- 
ferent, or rather a modified reading of the text, they 
do the same in support of a hypothesis for which 
there is no authority. 

The original simply runs thus : — 

All these were-confederate at (deep) vale of Sbiddim it 
Col elleh 'habru el emek ha-Shiddim liu 

(is now) sea of salt. 

iam hammcla'h.^ 

^ " They, the four kings, pitched their camp at the vale 
called the slime pits ; for, at that time, there were pits in that 
place ; but now, upon the destruction of the city of Sodom, 
that vale became the Lake Asphaltites." — Jos. Ant, bk. i. 
ch. V, § 1. 

• I am indebted to the kindness of Miss Fanny Corbaux for 
this literal translation. (See Appendix, C.) A great amount of 
Hebrew erudition — not my own — has been brought to bear 
upon this difficult point; and I am free to confess, that the 
passage is not in any way resolvable. The grammatical con- 
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Our present veraion haa it, " fTAicA it the salt 
sea ; " and Matthew's Bible goes further, and aays, 
" Which is now the salt sea." These are inter- 
polations, though in the sense of the original. 
If I might be allowed to interpolate the word 
" nenr," as, " near it, the salt sea," the difficulty 
would be removed ; for the roval vale of Shaveh 
ia near to it also. Again, if there is no warranty 
for interpolating " a part," then the literal text 
would apply to the whole sea ; and, as a question of 
vicinity, would refer to the north-east angle, or any 
|)ortion of the margin in fact, as well aa to the 
south.' 

The incidental mention of slime or bitumen pits 



, anil the prerognllve of die verb BubBlantive, are 
Terjr stubborn. I presume, therefurc, to rank it among "dis- 
crepanpieB," after Uil' grtiit omhurity just cited. 

' I will nftt show ao much disrespect to a. verj recent 
author on the subject, as to pus over hii labours without no- 
tice ; but it must be evident that M. dv Soulc; and myself 
difler in biln. I cannot lielp sftjiiig, tbat I ihink hii reiulla are 
what might be naturally expeeied IVom the Uading iputtioni be 
put El) lii» Arabs. 

" Pour ni"i pu» de iloute possible, j'al aous les jeux les ruinea 
d'un £dilic% qui Gt jitcli* portie de Sodome. Le Scheikh Abou* 
Daouk eat fort expliuile sur <x point. Quaiid je lui demonde 
oit flait U cillo d<> Sdoum : lei, me dit-il. Et cctte ruine 
^tait-dle U ville maudite ? Saremenl ; Y a-t-it nutrea luioei 
de Sdoum P Oui, II y a lieaucoup de ruinui. Oti suul-elluiF 
Lit fiWr — De Smdty, torn. i. 349. 
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in the vale of Siddim has given rise to the assump-* 
tion, which has passed into a belief, that there are 
bitumen pits in the plain at the south end of the 
Dead Sea. But neither Robinson ', nor Irby and 
Mangles, nor any other traveller than I am aware 
of, describes it otherwise than a sandy plain, for the 
most part barren, with some salt streams running 
through it from the salt hill of Usdum ; though to 
the eastward are some fresh-water courses^ near 
which there is wood and cultivation. 

But it appears that in the Lejah, to the north of 
the vale of Shaveh, there are numerous pite^ ac- 
cording to the excellent description of Mr. Porter *, 
from which lava formerly flowed, the whole country 
•being volcanic ; and it is likely there were bitumen 
pits in those days, as there are now, at Hasbeiya ', 
and near Babylon. 

Having thus, I hope, brought together some 
plausible reasons for supposing, in the first place, 
that the destruction of the " cities of the plain " had 
nothing in common with the formation of, or with 
any catastrophe of the Dead Sea^, — and, in the next, 
that in all probability those cities, though in the 

' Bib. Res. toI. ii. p. 493. ; and Fridcaux, Con. toI. ii. p. 399. 
* See note to p. 24^. * See Appendix, C. 1. 

^ Helandus, Paleatina Dlustrata, p. 254. 
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tieiglibourhood, were not situated io tlie very de- 
pi-eased plain at the south end of that sea, as it has 
been generally supposed, but at the north-eaetem 
quarter, — it remains to be considered, what was the 
probable condition of that basin at the earliest 
periods to which we can reacli by authentic records. 
Popular belief in connecting the event with the 
lake, implies that the level of the latter was nearly 
the siune as now. But as that was in ignorance of 
the peculiarity of its great depression below the level 
of the Mediterranean, the assumption being ground* 
leas is of no value. There are, however, data from 
which we may draw some conclusions. 

1. On the sculptures of Abou Siuibel Just alluded 
to there are representations, not only of the ford of 
the Jordan, but the Aruon and the Dead Sea are 
to be recognised. So that the causes which pro- 
duced this remarkable depression must have been iu 
operation long before the expedition of Rameses the 
Great. 

2. Then, as the site of Jericho is well known, as 
&lso that its depression is very considerably below 
the Mediterranean, the Dead Sea must have been at 
least somewhat lower when the Israelites crossed 
the Jordan. 

3. But there is a passage in Joshua (xv, 2.) 



TSS DtU> SEA, SIC 

■fciefc MMv bcins B^ 5t>n BMrvr to » know^led^ of 
ito Acs kvcl. eveo vitkin ft Sefw fe«t, if I undersuml 
it n^hk^. It »T^ ^Ksking <if tbe boonduies of 
J«Uit "■ and dicir aoodi hiw^i «ft^ &iHn tlie sbon 
•f A« nit ««, bm O* Imy that looketfa aoath.' 
Niw> as ia tbv fiftk wm^ k fpnks of the aor^ 
bwder kin^st " tlM bav gf tbr sea at tbe ntteniMiet 
fart of JonkD,'* tbtf ooIt <rtb«- ba^ Ibat Euca tkc 
aoylk is tkaft boMd by the fnmtamuxj of Eenk; 

Captiuu Lynch, V. Sl X., as baving a m a xim mn 

hti^bt ot' t-ii;lir_v rl'tt above th-? IX'aJ S^a. Irby ami 
Viii-U's ^ivi.' iIk- li,.-ii:bc ot' the p*Qin5uIa of Kerak 
as vtii-_%tiiL: tn.'iu tk'Ei to thirty tVet only i p, 4-52.): 
tbiTvK'rt iho k'Vt'l .[" the jva iiiujt, at tho time ot' 
thv ivmiiiest v't' tli^' lVm:jt.>^[ LaDii by the Uraeliie:?, 
ti;i\e Uvii nithiu ci^hTv iv,:i .>t it^ [■rojont leM'l. 
Moreo^l■l■. it i> .k-.-nl.va x< a ■■ [..^t-tertian- d,-p..^ii. 
ilis(vsei.l horiioLUiilly, aud the vvhi.'ie i? iniprejinaiod 
with Kih ' ; "' I'lvotV, iu tin.' tir?l plji'e. that the 
stiiiti* ha\i' not Won ili-turbeii since they were fir>i 
iU-iH',*liviU a;i..t ill till' iK-ti, tbiit tbc ['euiuiula was 
t.iuv o.>civd bv t!u' :^;d! «alLT -l tiie IVu.l S^-a. 

ll'siK-li \vx< tlu- c.nKliti.'U ot" it m-Ti' than 3"MM.> 
yi-HVs aj;o. it may be e^isily ima-itK-a that it has 
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long eiiice reached its lowest pomt ; that is, where 
the evaporation from ita surface ia equal to the 
amount of water annually poured into it by the 
Jordan and the stream a from the surrounding 
iQoun tains. 

There is, at all events, strong presumptive evidence 
that it is at the present moment in equilibrium ; or 
that it oscillates within very small limits above and 
below a little eminence near the north shore of 
the lake, which is sometimca a promontory, some- 
times an island, at others is wholly submerged. It 
was not noticed in February, 1820, by Mr. Wilson; 
nor in March, 1835, by Stephens. 

On this subject Warburton sayB : " Dr. Robin- 
son, and several other authors state, that there is no 
island in the whole expanse of the Dead 8ea. I do 
Dot know how they could receive such an improe- 
sion, for, there, straight before me, at the distance 
of about a mile, lay an island three furlongs in 
length, very low, and apparently covered with ruins, 
or at least larger fragments of stone than were 
visible anywhere in the neighbourhood." He tried to 
Bwhn to it, but found it too fatiguing. Hie iVrabs 
*' maintained, and their assertion has been repeated 
by European observern, that in certain stat«s of ihe 
water of this sea, and of the atmosphere, the cities of 
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the pUin maf b« teen jurt i^triag evia' A* ^^t/t-^ 

wriuhl brioj^ them to the n»rtk-Kt»t oyie «f tke DmI 
Hes : Dr. Wiboo also saw it *e an uiaad.' 

At the f^ertod of mv Ti^t the dc^pck of Ac 
chaoiiel, between the ielaiMl and the mmiatamd, w*e 
mt much r«Iuc«(l, that I thoo^it I h^^K here 
walked to it through only a few iaehe* of vat^. 

Captain Lynch, L'. S. X., " patced a gimi t Jy 
point, with many hirge stones upon it." He aqra, 
"It in & {icninsula, connected with the main br a 
low, narrow iMtliiiius. The marks on the shore in- 
ilioiti'l tliul llie fca had fallen ^ven feet this 
•Lfuoii." Ill tlie Bame year the Rev. W. J. Ww«i- 
cock saw a large pruraontorr, comiKieed of pehbles 
and yreat Imiae utones. 

Now, if our observations had been nuide in the 
order here given, they might have been taken a^ a 
measure of steady dccrenee; but, a^ I was the mo;t 
recent visitor of the fi>ur, it would appear that they 
are tndicatioQH of fluctuationB in the lieight of the 
level. 

Aa the water was higher at the time I saw it than 
when Lynch, who preceded mc, vUitcd the spot and 
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found the intervening space dry (more like tlie de- 
scription of Warburton, with the exception of the 
iijland being further when he was there, sliowuig 
that the passage between waa deeper, enough indeed 
to swim in it), the fact, if confirmed by the observa- 
tions of later travellers, would go to prove that these 
fluctuations are due to the variations in amount of the 
yearly dischai^e of water from the Jordan and other 
tributary streams, so that the evaporations from the 
surface juat balances that discharge. In this state 
it may have been for more than 3000 years. Dr. 
Kobinson also says, " Here (in the southern Ghor), 
and further south, we saw drift wood lying in lines, 
as thrown up by the sea, showing that tlie level of 
the lake must sometimes he not less than tea or 
fifteen feet higher than ut present.' 

\\'ith BO few data, perhaps, it is premature to 
pronounce an opinion. But if travellers would 
make careful observations on the condition of this 
island or peninsula, as well as on any changes of 
appearance in the configuration of the northern 
shore, we might soon arrive at a knowledge 
whether they arc due to partial fluctuations, or 
to a steady diminution of the eea.* 

> Bib. R«B. p. 492. 

' Tbo lurface or the Cupinn Sea ■• tubjcct tn fluclualiou. 
The inhabltaula of EriEJllon tolU Colonel Moolcilli that it risca 
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For this purpose measurements might be taken 
from the margin of the sea to the nearest of the 
parallel lines of pebbles before alluded to. 

All the northern and larger portion of the lake 
is very deep ; the maximum is 225 fathoms. In 
the strait between the two parts formed by the 
peninsula of Kerak it rapidly dinnnishcs from 107 
fathoms at the north and abreast of Point Costigan, 
to three fathoms off Point Molyneux ; therefore no 
evidence of change can be had by sounding here, 
as no points are established with accuracy ; and it 
would be useless to set up a gauge, which would 
soon be carried off by the Arabs. 

The soundings of the southern portion, however, 
may soon afford the means of ascertaining the fact ; 
as it appears that the whole of the " southern eea " 
is shallow; the greatest depth, in a line across it, 
being two and a quarter fathoms, and in many parts 
it is much less. 

Therefore it would be important, if, in a few 
years, the valuable observations of that enterprising 
officer Captain Lynch could be compared with a 
fresh line of soundings. Enough, however, appears 
to be known to confirm the fact of fluctuations. 

and falls several feet, In periods of thirty years. He observed 
in a few years a considerable decrease of its water. — Penny Cyc. 
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What is required to be learned, is whether the meaa 
point be fixed or falling. This can only be ascer- 
tained after the observations of a niunber of years 
have been recorded, if my hypothesis of the *' bay 
that looketh south " should not be admitted. 
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CHAP. X. 
ON THE FORMATION OF THE DEAD SEA. 

Recapitulation of peculiar Features. — Observations of other 
Travellers. — Terrace-like Formations seen by Lynch. — 
Dr. Anderson*s Remarks. — Kerak. — Dr. Robinson. — The 
•• Cities of the Plain." — An extraordinary Fissure. — The 
Bitter Lakes of Suez. — Analogy between them and the 
Depression of the Wady Arabah. — The Gulf of Akabali. — 
Its Separation from the Depression, caused by volcanic 
Agency, or by the Growth of coral Reefs. — Proofs of sudden 
Drainage found roimd the Margin accounted for. — The 
excessive Saltness of the Dead Sea accounted for. 

The " strange scenery," as Warburton aptly called 
it, surrounding the mysterious Lake Asphaltites, 
must strike with astonishment those even who are 
not disposed to connect it with miraculous inter- 
vention. 

In all my wanderings I have never seen any- 
thing so likely, on a cursory view, to create a belief 
in preternatural agency. Yet by degrees, and most 
involuntarily, for I did not dream of forming a 
theory, impressions and features seemed forced upon 
me, as bearing the indubitable stamp of natural and 
progressive action. 
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These were Btrengthened by occurrence of eimilar 
evidences, under varied forms, both in my <lcsccnt 
to the depressed " valley of the Bait aca," and in re- 
turning to the ordinary surface of our globe. They 
constrained me to look upon them as operations of 
Nature, in an extraordinary mood, it is true, but 
upnrt and totally distinct from a manifestation of 
Power for a signal, but temporary purpose. 

In order to bring the subject of the following 
pag;ea clearly before my readers, it will be necessary 
to recapitulate these features, and to compare them 
with observations of other travellers in the same 
parts. 

On approaching the valley of the Jordan, by the 
road to Jericho, I observed : — 

1. Some indications of alluvial deposit on the 
mountain sides, occurring a little below that point in 
the descent to the Ghor where the aneroid baro- 
meter showed that we were on the same level as tlie 
surface of the Mediterranean Sea. These were very 
funt on this side of the Ghor ; but I fancied I could 
see similar indications, more strongly marked, on 
the opposite mountains of Bclka and Aloab : 

2. A succession of sand-cliffs on both sides of the 
Jordan, of corresponding forms and appearance, 
which seem to have been left by subsidence of the 
river, not by annual inundation^ : 
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frequently during hia adventurous voyage, not only 
to the terrace-like structure of the mountainB on 
hoth aides of the northern Ghor, but many features 
resembling those which had attracted my notice. 

Soon after its egress from Lake Tiberias the 
river is represented to flow between high banke> 
which form terraces in a valley much higher than 
that in which the river meandered.' In some 
places other higher terraces were seen, frequently 
cut and torn by torrents into conical, pyramidal, and 
cuneiform hills; and some were truncated conesi 
like those I saw at Gilgal. 

The Rev. W. J. Woodcock', on drawing near to 
the place where the pilgrims bathe in the Jordan, 
EI Meshra, supposed to be the spot where our Sa- 
viour was baptized, observed similar banks, denoting 
a higher level of the river, and that they were 
worn into a variety of shapes ; which he attributed 
to the overflowing of the river, though he could 
not learn from any one that this part had ever been 
flooded. 

Dr. AndereoD also describes everywhere in the 
valley distinct traces of terraces, of which he con- 
siders the higher to be due to causcb preceding the 

' Appendix, D. I. ' Scripture Lands, p.aoT. 
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foUawed the descending level — so as to be left as a 
monument of the constructions which were then 
effected in its waters. The whole surface of the 
peninsula is impregnated with salt; which also 
would go to prove that it had once been covered by 
the sea.^ 

Between this peninsula and the northern part of 
the Dead Sea, the strata, on the eastern shore, have 
a regular deecent, by layers parallel to the upper 
surface; which is strongly in confirmation of the 
hypothesis. At one part there is a very remarkable 
appearance. ^^ The layers, which are at first nearly 
horizontal, plunge more and more steeply, until they 
eeem to imitate the sheets of a large cataract." ' 

In the southern Ghor Irby and Mangles' no- 
ticed, at a distance of eight miles from the south 
end of the lake, a sandy cliff from sixty to eighty 
feet high, which runs directly across and closes the 
Ghor. They were told, that beyond these cliffs there 
was an uninterrupted plain. 

Dr. Robinson^ went further south, and speaks of 
perpendicular walls of chalky earth or marl, on 
either side, from 100 to 150 feet high, that excluded 
the view of every object around. 

' Appendix, D. 4. ' Appendix, D. 6. 

' Appendix, D. 5. ^ Appendix, D. 7- 

T 2 
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Dr. Robinson observed also that the mountams of 
the north-west portion of the Wady Arabah, that is, 
near the south-west angle of the Dead Sea, descend 
to the valley by ledges or ofl&ets, with comparatively 
level tracts between.^ 

Thus it appears, that round the greater part of this 
vast depressed basin — that is, along the whole of the 
northern Ghor, on both sides of the Dead Sea^ and 
in the northern part of the southern Ghor, the re- 
mwider never having been sufficiently described — 
there are numerous terrace -like formations at dif- 
ferent elevations ; some of them being wholly due to 
recent sedimentary deposit, others of more ancient 
geological date ; but frequently, if not always, with 
a covering of alluviiun, resembling those which 
arrested attention on my approaching the valley; 
and which led me to think that they were indications 
of natural and progressive action, in opposition to 
the idea of sudden convulsion. 

Therefore, as I hope I showed in the preceding 
chapter, the causes which . produced this extraor- 
dinary depression of the earth's surface had nothing 
in common with those which were the agents in the 
destruction of the guilty cities of the plain, the con- 

^ Appendix, D. 8. 
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eideration of these causes must conset^uently be 
entirely independent one of the other : 

The one being taken as the swift and sudden 
effect of the wrath of God upon the depraved 
nations seated in ita neighbourhood ; 

The other as an operation of nature, which had 
been going on perhaps for many ages before the his- 
torical period. 

With these data assumed as proved, we may pro- 
ceed to the discussion of the pn^essivc action, 
which has silently hut surely, in the long lapse of 
time, produced the results we have seen and detected 
by the vestiges they have left. For this purpose we 
must extend our obscrvationa beyond the depressed 
basin. 

A mere glance at a map will show, that the re- 
gion in qnestioD is a part of an immense fissure in 
the earth's surface, extending from the base of 
Mount Hermon, or Anti-Libanus, to the Straits of 
Bab-el-Mandcb nearly in a straight line, hut at that 
point it turns to the eastward in the Gulf of 
Sokotra. The whole length of the fissure is about 
1500 milee. 

The breadth increases from a few yards at tlie 
outlet of the Lake Ilulch, the waters of Merom, to 
200 miles at the opening to the Indian Ocean. 
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The depth is unknown, except in the basin of the 
Dead Sea, where the maximum, according to Cap- 
tain Lynch, is more than 400 fathoms below the 
level of the Mediterranean Sea. 

By the contraction of breadth at three places, this 
fissure is divided into as many basins ; of these the 
largest, the Red Sea, has two branches at its northern 
end; viz. the Gulf of Suez, trending north-west, 
and the Gulf of Akabah, north-east 

In ancient times, but within the historical pe- 
riod, the Gulf of Suez was prolonged northward 
through a narrow strait, to the Bitter and Tem- 
sah Lakes, which were filled from it with salt 
water. ^ 

An upheaval of the earth's surface in that part, 
converted the narrow strait into dry land, and cut 
off the communication between the Gulf of Suez 
and those small lakes, which by evaporation have 
become nearly dry, and are much below the surface 
of the Red Sea. ^ 

The north-east branch, the Gulf of Akabah, or the 
^lanitic Sea, has likewise its prolongation in the 
depression of the Wady Arabah, including the basin 
of the Dead Sea and the valley of the Jordan, 

* Sec Api)etidix, D. 9. - Sec the section on the map. 
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which lie ia a straight line with the gulf; between 
which (Icpresaion and the Gulf of Akahah the. fissure 
ia very much contracted in breadth. 

In these branches or gulfs, Suez and Akahah, there 
is great similarity of charact£r; in each having an 
ext«ndion of the fisaure, as sliown by the depression 
which hae been cut off or separated by the contraction 
at the head of each giilf. We also find that, in each 
deprcsaion ao cut off, there is salt water far below the 
level of that in the gulf. Therefore, as there is so 
much similarity in the result, it is reasonable to look 
for identity in the cause. One is on a much laiger 
scale thiui the other, it is true ; but this docs not de- 
stroy the analogy. 

So that, as we know tliat the basin of the Bitter 
Lakes was once filled with salt water from the lied 
Sea, by their communication through the means of a 
narrow strait at the head of the Gulf of Suez ; so the 
basin of Uie Dead Sea, we may presume, was origt- 
ally filled with Halt water from the Red Sea, by ita 
communication tlirough a narrow strait at the head 
of the Gidf of Akabab. 

And they were at that time all at the same 
level ; that is, the surface of the water in the Bitter 
Lakes and that of the basin of the Dead Sea wore 
on the same level a^ the surface of the Ked Sea. and 
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therefore at the same level * as the surface of the 
Mediterranean. 

The Gulf of Akabah, like the Red Sea, is excessively- 
deep. No bottom is found with 100 fathoms of line 
in any part of it, except at some narrow ledges of de- 
posit from the mouths of valleys ; and we now know, 
that if the basin of the Dead Sea had been sounded 
when its water was at the ocean level, it would have 
been found to be equally unfathomable, except near 
the extremities and close to the sides of the basin ; 
while the deepest part would have required nearly 
450 fathoms of line to reach the bottom. We do 
not know what is the greatest depth in the Gulf of 
Akabah.* 

I therefore assume that the basin of the Dead Sea, 
at some very remote period, was analogous in most 
respects with the Gulf of Akabah : that is, it was 
a gulf filled with water from the ocean by reason of 
its communication through a strait at Akabah ; in the 

* The levels of the latter have recently been found to be 
nearly identical, instead of having a difference of about thirty 
feet, as was supposed. 

* We talk of the vast depression of the Dead Sea ; but, to 
show how insitTDificant it is upon the earth*s surface, if the 
length of this page represent that of the fissure, then the finest 
line that can be drawn will be too thick to be in proportion to 
the depth of the Dead Sea below the surface of the Mediterra- 
nean. 
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way ae the latter is filled from the Red Sea 
High the strait at Tirahn, and as the Red Sea ia 
from the ocean through the striiit of Bab-el- 
>deb. 

'olcanic action, which is proved to have cnt 
the communication of the Gulf of Suez with 
ftiie Bitter Lakes, may have extended, with more or 
enei^y, acrosa the Sinaitic peninsula to the 
of the Gulf of Akabab ; where, by raising the 
tmttom of the presumed strait, it may have had 
Ae same resulls, — namely, Uy have separated the 
W&ters of the Dead Sea from those of Akabali. 

In confirmation of this supposition, that the water 
formerly stood at this high level, we have ocular 
teetimony, in the lines of sedimentary deposit, 
terraces, truncated conical hills, &c., which have 
been alluded to in the preceding pages. 

The region, namely, the Wady Arabah, where 
this action is supposed to have had the efl'cct here 
mentioned, has not been examined with sufHcient 
accuracy as to this point ; although many persona 
tiave been in the neighbourhood, tliey were not 
aware of the importance of the question. Nor doei 
the general route of the traveller ' lead in the ootirso 
which would answer it. 

■ Except that or ihc Comle de Bertuu ^ see Clijii>. XII. 
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But &soiber pnwerfiil agent may hare woi^ed 
cyjDJoiDtlT with up^ieaval, or miglit have been suf- 
ficient to produce the result independently. 

The Strait of Tirahn, which oonnects the Gulf of 
Akal^ah with the Bed Sea, was found bv the 
If ur^ey of Captain Moresby, L X., to have two banks 
or fehoab, projecting towards one another, from the 
oppo.?ite and salient points of the Island Tirahn and 
the Cape XusranL The channel between them is 
little more than half a mile wide. The shoals have 
irregular soundings to a maximum of fifty fathoms ; 
hut the channel and the seas beyond are of unknown 
dci>th, no bottom having been found with ninety 
futlioniB of line. 

It is probable, from the form of these shoals, and 
from their being studded with sunken rocks, that 
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tliey may be coral slicitu in process of formation ; 
because it ia ascertained that corals exist in those 
waters.' The rapidity with which these diniiuutive 
creatures raise up shoals and reefs in an unfathom- 
able ocean ia also generally believed.* The atolls, 

' "On the sliore of CheUulf of Aknbafa Ipkkcd upsbelUand 
cond. Some or thia coral wiia exci.'cdinglj beautiful. It was 
not tbe rock or brunch conil ; liut a liglit. porous subalBiice, 
resembling »cry much the honeycomb." — Stepheii'i Iiicidenlt 
o/Tranel, vol, ii. p. 18. 

Lieut. Welaleod ^[icaks of the extreme beiutj of the (?oral- 
lines in the Gulf of Akabah ; b1»o, Bruce, Pococke, and Kiip- 
peU. — Quart. Itev. 1B39. 

Mr. Hogg, in a paper on the geology of Mount Sinai, on the 
great aulhorit; of tbe Baron vou Iluiubuldt, mentions spcci- 
menj o( Porilts elongula (of Lamarck) from the Dead Sea . . . 
"interesting, because this species is not in tbe Mediterranean, 
but onli/ iu tbe lied Sea ; whieb, aeeording to Valenciennes haa 
but few orfianisms in common with the Mediterranean." — 
JanMton'» Edtn. Jaurv. vol. xlix. p. 270. 

' Dr. Gumming sajs, "it has acuolly been ascertained that tbe 
beda of coral are formed bj small insects at tbe rate of sis 
inches in a hundred years." — Church before the Flood, p. 52. 

" On the other hand," Sir Charles Lyell says, " it is now 
generally supposed that these zoophytes cannot live in water of 
Tcry great depths, and can only encrust the tops of submarine 
mountains with a calcareous covering a few fathoms thick. 

" These views have been confirmed by Ehrenberg, who has 
lately devoted more than a year to the examination of the 
corals of the Red Sea; but, at the same time, it must be re- 
membered that strata of broken corala may accumulate to 
almost any thickness in the coarse of ages in the deep sea near 
the bases of submarine mountains." — PrinripU* nf Oeologji, 
bk. iii. p. 215. 
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or coral reefs of the Maldive Islands, have no 
soundings at 150 fathoms in the channels between 
them. It may be readily supposed that zoophytes 
take advantage of these crests of subaqueous 
mountains for the basements of their wonderful 
superstructures. 

But coral reefs are not exclusively composed of 
zoophites; other substances contribute to augment 
and raise the mass; as shells5 the teeth and hard 
palates of fishes^ &C.5 and^ as it approaches the sur- 
face, trunks of trees, rare in these regions, which, 
however, give an abundant supply of drift-sand 
from the desert, as soon as it can find a lodgment. 

The supposed strait at Akabah therefore might 
have been closed by these means, or by those before 
alluded to, or by their combined effect. 

Thus far the case is simple enough, since few will 
doubt that evaporation from so large a surface, per- 
haps nearly two thousand square miles, would be 
sufiScient for the disposal of the volume of water left 
at the time of separation in this vast basin. But 
the unmodified process would but have left the bot 
tom and sides of it with a covering of alluvium ; the 
uniformity of which would have been disturbed only 
by the action of rains and winter torrents from the 
surrounding mountains, cutting in it deep furrows. 
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They, however, would not have been sufficient to 
account for the extraorilicary features, the lines of 
sedimentary deposit left high on the sides of the 
mouQtaiiiB, the terraces, &c., I have mentioned; 
confirmed aa they have been by the observations of 
other travellers. If we assume that horizontal 
depoeita are proofs of former high levels of the aea, 
the fact of their being found at ditferent nltitudes 
on the sides of the mountains, must prove that the 
Burface of the sea had remained a considerable time 
near those several levels; Vfhile their torn and 
rugged sides afford ample evidence that the alter- 
ation in these levels has not always been by slow 
and gradual subsidence, but that they are the result 
of sudden and violent changes, of which such 
features arc the monumental records. 

We may conceive any amount of water to be car- 
lied off by evaporation, in the course of time ; but 
the difficulty which at first embarrassed me was to 
imagine how the volume of water could have been 
disposed of, which suddenly fell from the successive 
levels, indicated around the sides of the basin. The 
subsidence of the bottom of the abyss, at each fall 
of the level, does not appear to me to be a plaurihle 
way of accounting for it. 

After much consideration of the subject, I ven- 
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tured to form a theory, by wliich I tmst to be able 
to show how a natural modification of the process of 
evaporation could produce these results. 

It is manifest that this long fissure, stretching from 
the base of Mount Hermon or Gebel Sheikh to the 
Island of Sokotra, must have great variety of depth, 
although for the most part unfathomed ; the greatest 
depths being marked by the basins of the Lakes 
Tiberias, Asphaltites, the Gulf of Akabah, the Ked 
Sea, and the portion beyond it The culminating 
points, were as strongly marked at the southern 
extremities of the two first basins, at the Strait of 
Tirahn, at the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, and perhaps 
between the Island Sokotra and the opposite coast 
of Arabia, of which we do not know the depth. 

In like manner, each basin would have its own 
profundities and culminating points; and, at the 
moment of separation of the basin of the Dead Sea 
from the Gulf of Akabah, the water in each would 
have been at the same level ; that is, of the Red Sea, 
represented by the line L L in the accompanying 
diagram. 

Over a surface so extended, as compared with the 
volume of water discharged into it, the excess of 
evaporation must have been prodigious in that hot 
region ; and would have brought the surface very 
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Boon down to the second line, where, by the further 
process of evaporation, the first inequality, or barrier 
b, would have caused a division of the waters into 
two basins: of which the first, having the Jordan 
flowing through it, would have preserved this level 
to whicli it had fallen, namely, the second line ; 
while the other basin, being still bo much larger, 
and, consequently, the amount of water evaporated 
being 80 much more than that poured into it, would 
i^ain be lowered very rapidly. 
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Suppose it lowered to the third line, and that 
then, either by the weight of the waters in the upper 
basin, or by the cutting action of the Jordan, or by 
both causes jointly, the harrier i, were to be sud- 
denly forced, then the waters of the upper would be 
transferred to the latter and lower basin, with a 
Tiolcnce that would tear up and scour the deposits in 
the former bed, leaving marks of its action in rugged 
\ zavines, and also traces of its former level 2, round 
I the margin. Suppose, however, tlie lower strata of 
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crowning attestation of ancient levels ; in the more 
recently formed parallel beaches; and in the sand 
cliffs of the Jordan. 

The excessive saltness of the Dead Sea will now 
be naturally accounted for by the enormous con- 
densation of that which, having been a portion of 
the ocean, was salt ah origine,^ 

Thu^ it appears that this phenomenon of the great 
depression, as well as that of drainage by violent 
and sudden intervals, was brought about by onli- 
nary operations of nature, but under peculiar molli- 
fications.' 

* Captain Lynch, U. S. N., brought up with the mounding 
lead some cry«ta1s of salt from the bottom of the Dead Sea. 
It may not, therefore, be unreasonable to 8up{>Ojic, that the Halt 
mound Khashm Usdom, at the south-west angle of the hoo, may 
have been deposited there in a crystalline form when that part 
was at the bottom of the then sea, and that it wan prenerved in 
mmass by havin;r been covered by some land-slip. For l>r. An- 
derson says, that it is a few hundred feet high, five milen long, 
and less than half this in breadth. No cryHtallised salt is found 
at a higher elevation than one hundred feet above the level of 
the sea. As a comi)ari8on of this salt with those of the Dead 
Sea and of the Mediterranean, I subjoin the best data (Ap- 
pendix, D. 10.). 

^ Acconling to Eratosthenes, the region origiiuilly ff>rmed a 
vast lake ; and the waters, flowing through divers outlets, leH. 
the greater part of the c<mntry dry. as the level of the water 
descended. — Strahtf bk. xvi. 
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Asphaltites, with the extraordinaiy circumstances 
attending it, excited considerable interest among 
scientific men; but geologists and travellers now 
know that there are many others, more or less resem- 
bling it, in different parts of the earth's surface. 

Besides the Dead Sea of Syria, there are the 
Bitter Lakes of Suez, the Caspian Sea, the salt 
Likes of Van, Urimiyeh, and Tuz Chali ; in America 
the Great Salt Lake of the Mormons, the Lake 
Tezcuco in Mexico, &c. Of these lakes or inland 
seas, some, as the Bitter Lakes, the Dead Sea, the 
Caspian Sea, and, perhaps a great inland sea in 
Australia, have the peculiarity that their surfaces arc 
below that of the ocean ; while others have the not 
less remarkable peculiarity of having been portions 
of the ocean lifted high above its surface in moun- 
tainous regions.* In other respects, the ^lexioan 
lakes have a strong similarity to Tiberias and 
Asphaltites. " The metropolis is bathed on all sides 

1 Tuz Goli, or the salt lake of Asia Minor, is 2,500 feet 
above the level of the Mediterranean (Ainsworth*a Asia Minor, 
vol. i. p. 197.)i and the great Lake Urimiyeh, is 4,300 feet 
above the same level. — Ibid, vol. ii. p. 300. 

The water of the Lake Shahcy or L^riniiveh, is so tiult, that 
that no fihh can live in it ; it contains twice m much palt m 
the ocean; and is so buoyant, that one can with ditliculty stand 
in a depth of three feet, and one actually fluats on the surface. 
On shoals not agitated by the wind the water fonns almost a 

V 2 
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by the Bolt floods of the Tezcuco, and in tbe disi 
are the clear, fre^h waters of the CBalco." ' 

Some of these lakes have been suppoaed to 
their saltness to the accumulation of salts remni 
from the evaporation of the freah water discha 
into them. I leave this to the decision of otbei 
had attempted to prove by this hypothesis thi 
the water of Lake Tchad, in central Afirica, is si 
it must have an outlet. But in any case, whei 
contemplate the work of Omnipotence from m 
scopic organisations, up to those vast globes n 
immensity of space renders equally microscopi 
our vision, we cannot be surprised that the 
%'ul8ions which have reared portions of the ea 
surface into mountains so many thousand feet 1 
should liavc been able to carry in their bosoms bi 
from which the water of the ocean had not ] 
drained. 

The degree of saltness of these, as in fact ol 
woulddepcndonUic proportion of fresh supplies ti 
original amount of salt water cut off from the oc 
For instance, if by volcanic agency, or by the t 
unpretending operations of the diminutive zoopb; 

poate of salt, which diMolrcs when stmiigly agitiitcd.^.t7 
Roi/. Grog. Soe. toL iii. p. 56. 

' PrcMott's Conquest of Mexico, toI. U. p. \3S. 

■ The Arabic Gulf ii rtpidlj fillmg with coral. — L 
Otohgf,joi.u. p.9S4. 
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which are nevertheless great and unceasing, the 
straits of Tirahn or of Bab-el-Mandeb should be 
closed, the saltness of the water in the Gulf of 
Akabah and in the Red Sea would be scarcely 
modified by their almost streainless shores ; and eva- 
poration, not being counter-balanced, might reduce 
them to beds of salt, which subsequent convulsions 
of nature might cover up for future saltmines. 

At present the cvai)oration from those inland 
gulfs is compensated by currents from the Indian 
Ocean ; though, on account of their immense depth, 
they are so little appreciable, that hydrographical 
reports speak of the currents of the Red Sea as 
being regulated chiefly by the winds. 

The Mediterranean Sea presents a stronger in- 
stance. To this vast inland basin, notwithstanding 
the great many large rivers that are discharging their 
waters into it, there is a contribution far greater than 
their aggregate volume pouring in through the Straits 
of Gibraltar. This for a long while excited great 
surprise ; but it is now generally acknowledged that 
this current goes to supply the deficiency of the 
tributes of those large rivers, which are not enough 
to replace the water carried off by evaporation from 
the surface of the Mediterranean, the eastern basin 
of which has more than 300,000 square miles. It 

u 3 
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would he interesting to ascertain wliether that baaa 
il towered in any sensible degree by tiue evapora- 
tion. Willi respect to the western portion of the 
sea, it lins been ascertained by the obsemtjoas of 
Cor«ba'uf and Dolorois, tbat there is no difference 
butwoen its level and that of tbe Atlantic' The 
great cauldron, however, is at the ujiper end of tbe 
Mediterranean, where there is the widest expanse 
and where the heat is greater ; consequently, where 
tlio surface would be more likely to be depressed, 
and tlio Bupplics more wanted. Thither, accordingly, 
all the floods hasten, from the rivers and from the 
tibernl contributions of the Atlantic with, as we 
may proaunic, a constant current setting to the east- 
ward; and tliouf^h ihia is said also to be influenced by 
iho wind, it will bo the surface current only, while 
the grcut body of water is stcarlily setting east; slowly, 
on account of the great breadth and depth of that 
aoa. Some melancholy facts have proved this ; such 
as the loss of tlio " Athcnienne " sixty-four gun-eliip 
on the Keith ltr»cka,A.D. 1806, and of tlie" Avenger" 
frigatv on tho Sorello Islets. We also had a narrow 
escape. By our reckoning we should have been a 
conaiderable distance still from the Kdth Rocks'; 



* Coamot, ToL i. p. 39T. 



' rid^p.G. 
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but by this natural current, aided by that attendant 
on a westerly gale, wc found ourselves very close 
to the heavy breakers at daylight in the morning. 

Attempts were formerly made to account for the 
great indraught at Gibraltar, by supposing it to he 
counteracted by an under current. But in such case 
the heavier salt water of the Atlantic would have 
been above, by the hypotliesis, and the fresh or 
brackish, and consequently the lighter water, of the 
rivers would have been under, which could not be. 
Therefore the whole opening of the Strait of 
Gibraltar admits a volume of ocean water to supply 
the deficiency caused by evaporation over the large 
Burface of the Mediterranean, in order to keep it on 
a level with that of the ocean. 

This is further borne out by analogy with the 
Caspian Sea, where the River Volga dischargea a 
volume of water equal to that which the Mediterra- 
nean, exclusive of those of the Black Sea, receives 
from the riverB of Europe ; and the surface of that sea 
evaporates aa much as it receives, since it has fallen 
about 100 feet since the unknown period when it 
•was cut off from the Black Sea.' 

But the area of the Caspian is only about one- 
third that of the Mediterranean at the eoftem 

' A. K. Johnaton'B Pbys. Atlua ; or Appenflix. D. 1 1 . 
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part. How very far short, then, of the requisite 
volume of water for the purpose is supplied by 
rivers. We need not wonder now at the enormoiu 
body of water flowing in from the ocean. 

Admiral Smyth, who hoe surveyed so much of 
the Mediterranean, and has given bul-Ii an admirable 
Account of it, makes known the '* surprising iAct," 
that it is divided into two great baslna of neaily 
equal extent, by banks which he discovered. The 
Levant basin has for itB barrier the Adventure Bank, 
with moderate soundings in a winding line from 
Sicily to Tunis, crowned by the Skcrld Bocks.' 
The western basin baa for its barrier, against tlie 
Atlantic, a bank about thirty-five miles broad. The 
depth on the northern Iinlf of this bank, between 
Capes Trafalgar and Spartel, is but from twenty 
to seventy fathoms, and the other half on the 
southern side has only 22U fathoms.* Both bftnka 
go rapidly down to " abyssmal profundity " on uther 
side. 

The Admiral shows the probability of theM 
" sunken basins being partly formed by volcuue 
agency.'* If this be so, we m.ty presume that Uu 
wo banks have been raised by these means. It* 
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secret working is concealed in the depths of the 
ocean* 

Between the coasts of Africa and Sicily^ on the 
'* Adventure Bank ^ at leasts there have been signs 
of activity very recently. In 1831 a small volcano 
rose from the bottom of the sea near Sicily^ and 
remained above the surface about five months. It 
measured in circumference 3240 feet^ and in height 
107 feet. It was taken possession of, and named 
Graham's Island ; but in 1845 it had sunk down 
to a depth of 35 fathoms.^ A tradition exists at 
Malta, that there was a volcano near the same spot 
about the beginning of the last century.^ 

In the strait between Sicily and Africa there are 
no less tlian ten shoal patches marked on the chart, 
with soundings on them varying from two to twenty 
fathoms, with deep water around. These are the 
crests of subaqueous mountains that have been 
raided from the depths by the same action, we may 
presume, that brought Graliam's Island to the sur- 
face, and of which the crater of the adjacent volcanic 
mountain Etna is the safety-valve. They may all 
be progressive steps in raising the "Adventure 
Bank." 

' Admiral SinytVs Mediterranean, p. 112. 
^ Journ. Geog. See. vol. i. p. 258. 
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If tiiey should ever bring it to the surface, ao as 
to cut off the communication between the two basins ; 
thcu, eiuce the Levnnt basin can carry off, by eva- 
poration, not only all the large rivers which pour 
their streams into it, as the Nile, the Rhone, the 
Po, and many of Icsaer note, but also the surplus of 
evaporation in the Black Sea, from ih Don, tho 
Dnieper, the Dniester, the Bug, the Danube, &«., in 
addition to what passes from the Atlantic by the 
Straits of Gibraltar; when this last and greatest 
part of the supply is taken away, the surface will 
rapidly fall below the level of the outer basin, becauAC 
the supply from the rivers, witliout that tlirough 
Gibraltar, will not be able to balance the evapora- 
tion. Indeed, Mature gave significant hints that such 
was her intentioa when she raided the numerous 
crests of subaqueous mountains before alluded to, so 
near to the surface of the sea, and Graham's lale 
above it ; and she might have accomplished the 
feat, had she chosen to extend the energy through 
tho whole bank. 

We may even carry tliia hypothetical rxtravagama 
still further ; for, in like manner, the Gibraltar Dimlc 
lies in the neighbourhood of volcanic disturbances, 
of which the destruction of a great part of Lisbon ' 

c great area over nliich the Liibon earthquake of 17U 
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' Was a proof ; and if full powers had been committed 

to the mighty yolcanic agent, he could easily have 

I agaia ' hinged gates on the Pillars of Hercules ! and 

I the Atlantic being thus cut off, the Rhone and 

I other tributariea could not then have kept up the 

surface, and thug evaporation would have liad no 

difficulty in converting the Mediterranean into two 

great Dead Sena depressed below the Atlantic. 

The Euxinc and the Mediterranean have each 

f communication with an outer sea, namely, the 

I former with the Mediterranean by the channel of 



tateniled a verjr remarkable. Hie movement was most vio- 
lent in Spain, Portugai, and tbe north of Africa; but nearly 
the whole of Europe, and even tbe West Indies, felt tbe «bock 
on tbe same daj. — LyelCi Grotogy, vol. i. p. 430. 

During an cartbquake nbich bappened at Terccira, an island - 
was thrown up in the midst of the sea from a depth of 160 fa- 
thom*, and 60 fathoms bigb, 1^ league in length. 

' Tradition, preserved in ancient authors, believed that the 
land was formerly continuous in those parts from £urDi>e to 
AfVica ; but that it was cut through bj that wonder-working 
hero Hercules ; and geologists show that, during tbe tertiary 
period, the "Strait of GibralUr probably conlinued shut;" 
that isi while tbe waters of our inland sea mingled with those 
of the Indian Sea through the channels of the Ked Sea, and 
tovered the Desert of Sahara, Lower Egypt, and part of Ara- 
bia ; " which aecma to explain tbe analogy of the fussils of the 
middle and higher Mediterranean beds, with creatures itiU 
living in the Red and Indian Seas, and with petrifactions of 
corresponding ogea in the great basin of the Black Sea and 
Caspian." — Johntloa'i Pky: Allot, A. It, p. 7. 
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the Bo^iilinrufl, and the Mediterranean with tLa 
Atlantic, tlirough the Strait of Gibraltar. There 
ia this difference, however ; the one diachai^ea water 
into the outer sea, while the other receives ^rom it. 

In the Blactc Sea there appear to me to be two 
extraordinary circumstances, peculiar to itself, whidi 
are somewhat in opposition to the precediog cxpl&- 
imtioue, but only in appearance. 

The first is that, from a comparison of the di- 
mcnsiuuB of the Bo»phoru9 and the suppoeol roena 
ftrcnglh of its current, witli the volume of its afflu- 
ents, it would seem to discharge more water into the 
Mediton'anean than it received from the great riTeT&' 

The second is tliat, although it receives JretA water 
onli/, that which it discltarges is ver^ salt, ihaxigii it 
may not bo bo salt as the ocean.' 

' Tournefort ia of ■ dilTcrent opinion. He a "nupriwd ihat 
the Block Sea iluci Dot bcvomo larger by tbe excea of iIm 
recoipW by the rivers over ibe diivhargc by ibv Boq>boni»." 
Ho bclicTM " tbc UtuphoruB of Thrtce doe (o be conkjiwable 
in volume wilb any oo« of Uia river* fulling into ilie Eusbc 
and ihut tlierc mual be touie mbterrancon ctnul*," — VoL L 
p. 94. 

' It M rert/ lalt, sccorJing to tbc tliiBgreeable experience I 
liad wlien balbing in ihe Bosphunu. 

AgninRt this [lernoDal judgment, however, 1 mutt uy, thai 
Tournefort utyi it u " not k> briny at the ocean." Adminl 
'h call* it only "bracknh." 
I thn baain of ttie Black Sea comi>rehcndg 900,000 »quar< 
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t 

As I am not aware that these peculiarities have 
been accounted for^ I will venture to give my 
opinion on them at the risk of getting out of my 
depth in antediluvian seas. 

1. Ancient tradition^ the local examinations of a 
celebrated traveller ', and the inductions of geologists 
show, that, in the tertiary epoch, a ** great ocean 
stretched from the recesses of Siberia, and joined 
with the Mediterranean by the Black Sea. Asia 

miles, and its surface contains only 180,000 square miles, it 
follows that each square mile of its surface receives the drain- 
age of 5\ of a square mile. This will account for the small 
degree of saltncss of its waters. Their specific gravity, a? com- 
pared with that of fresh water, is 1142 to 1000. Tlie water of 
the Atlantic is 1288 ; but it contains more salt than the water 
of the Baltic, the specific gravity of which is only al>out 1089 
or 1042.'*— P«iny Cyc. 

The expre8!»ion " as salt as the occan,*^ however, is a very 
vague comparison ; for there must be a very diflerent degree 
of saturation between a northern and a tropical ocean, as, 
owing to a lower temj)crature, the former will hold a smaller 
amount of salt in solution than the latter. The water in the 
Gulf of Bothnia is nearly potable. 

' Strabo says, " The Caspian Sea was a gulf of the ocean." 
Lib. XI. cviii. 

' Pallas attributes the formation of the numerous salt lakes 
around the Caspian to the waters having been left in basins, 
or gulfs, on the retreat of the sea by evaporation. He shows 
where the Caspian may have communicated with the Sea of 
Azof by the basin of the Manytsch ; also with the Aral Sea. 
— Second Journey, tom. i. pp. 294-311., and Fint Jaumey, 
pp. 193-195. 
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Sfinor contained Bmall isolated basins; thougl 
Black Sea on the south and east was confine 
itB present banks." ' 

This great ocean "covered nearly the who 
Bussia ; but it must have been very shallow, bei 
it appoare that the Volga, in a course of 2400 c 
has a. fall of only 633 feet, of which 100 are fc 
the level of the Euxine.' The inclination of iu 
therefore was about three iucbes per mile. "Wliei 
ocean was isolated, by the upheaval, as we may 
sume, of the land of Siberia, so as to have cut o 
coiTununication with a polar ocean, — and also b 
upheaval of the region through which the Bospl 
was subsequently forced, so as to have cut oi 
communication with the Mediterranean Sea tc 
south, — then the evaporation over so large a sur 
but of such trifling depth, would have cau^et 
margin to contract rapidly towards the deeper p 
which were the basins of the Caspian and 
Euxine. 

A process such as I have described as ha 

' Johnston's PhjB. Atlas, A. ir. pp. 7, B. 

' III Jobnslon's Phjaicul Atlas (Ririr Sytlem, p. 14.) th 
pression is given as 83 feet; but the trigonoiuctricol si 
m&Je bj iL Siruvc, &c., by order of the Itussian govern: 
in 1836-37, gircs aa the result of the level of the Caspiai 
1012 feet lower than that of the Black Sea. 
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produced the result of the Dead Sea ', would have 
isolated euccessively the Aral, Caspian, and Eujune 
eeas: of which the first is still falling' by cvapo- 
ratioa ; (he second seems to be like the Dead Sea, ' 
in a state of equilibrium from the same cause ; and 
the last, by the burating of the barrier of the 
Bosphonie, is perhaps in process of draining. This 
ia comparatively recent, since it is a fact wluch has 
apparently come within the reach of tradition ' ; but 
is confirmed by the barrenness of the steppes of the 
Crimea, and of the shores of Russia bordering on 
the Clack Sea, to the extent, even at the present 
day, of 100 miles from the coaat* 

Sec p. aar. 

The lETel of the Set of Aral, it Ktmn, ii constantlj aink- 
Ing, which is pu-ticuUrl; viiible on sonjii olifls of Ustjsi-t, and 
the I»le Nicolas, where there are evidences of ihe action of 
water on heights to which the waves of oar da^'i cannot stCain 
in the moat violent storms. The greatest depth of the sea is 
thirlj-Heven fathoms, The water of ihe Sea of Aral is salt, 
but in a less degree than that of the ocean ; its taste resembles 
that of Ihe Gulf of Finland at about 100 veraU from Cronsladt. 
Two large rivers, the Bjr-Daria (Jassrte*) and the Amu- 
Dana fall into it, (Joum. Geog. Soc. vol. xxiii, p. OS,) The 
Greek geographers made the Oxus and the Jixartes flow into 
the eastern part of the Caspian ; which would prove that the 
Sea of Aral has been separated from it since their time, 

* Diod, Siculus attributes the deluge of Deucalion to the 
bursting of the Bospborua. 

* A* might be expected, the shallowest part of the Black 
Sea i* in the gulf between the Crimea and the coast of £unipe 
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TliQ moBt recent stage of the pheTtoroenon mar 
hftve been the ecpamtion, except at the Strut of 
Yenitcti, of tlie Putrid Soa. Tlie next will peili^ 
be of llio Sea of Azof.' , 



north of Ciipo Ktilitkrft; in which the great rivers Dnitb*, 
Onieaicr, Bug, and Dnieper deposit tiieir silt. The huDdmi* 
fltthom lino »trctcLua acroM thb gulf, nt a digtance fioni the 
hnwl of it mora than one hundred milee. In all other known 
parti of tho KO, this line appronohcB to within tventjr milet of 
ths *hor?, the central part* being unfalhomed. 

' Polfbiui kaxardnl the prediction that the Enxine wai 
duatlnvd to bo choked up, ami to become uniit fur unvigation, 
if not abaoluti'lj dr; land ; and that, not at a remote and inde- 
finite perioil, but *p«edily alXor the time at which he wrote : 
auuming M a proof that tho Palus Klicotii, or Sea of AuT, 
having iKun furmcrly, according to all tradilion. a aalt wa, 
had then liooomo a A-eah-walcr lake, with no greater depth than 
from five to (even futhuuis. He further instance! the great 
bank olfthe innuth nf tlie Danube. Or. Goodenough contested 
tbi( opinion, adducing agaiutt it the present state of the sea, 
HBOxUng to the obierralioni of M. Gaultier, Mr. J. Tarton, 
— *— of M. M. S. " Dloade," and others. From these it a{» 
ptan that the water ia exccedingt; shallow off the mouth of 
thu Dun, and only braulcish ; but all over the t«sI of the Sea 
of Aaof iJie stiundingi far; from fort; French feet En the 
centre, to an Bvurage perhnju of icveniwen or eighteen close 
ill with the shore. So that be thinks thci^; is nn conBrmatioa 
of the praliction of Polybiui. The data are, however, too 
vague. 

The Isle of Serpents, off the mouth of tho Danube, was said 
by Arrinn tn havo been a present (Wim Theiis to her aon 
Achlllei. lliia ctcarlj cimvejt the idea that it emerged by th* 
falling of the sea. It would therefore be useless to attempt to 
"Wlliy that particular gift with an island thai may ezin at 
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The upheaval which isolated the great tertiary 
basin most probably was not confined to the northern 
and soutliern margins ; but the whole intervening 
and BunoundiDg region may have been rait^ed by 
it, OS we find on a smaller scale, lakes upheaved iu 
the busoui of the mountains in various parts of the 
world, and many proofs that " the earth's crust is in 
ft perpetual oscillation." ' 

We may therefore, presume, that though the sur- 
face of the Euxine was very much brought down by 
the bursting of the Bosphorus, it may still have 
been higher than that of the Mediterranean after 



any tine ; for Tlietia vaaj, by a cnntinuution of the laiuc 
course, luake many Buch preaenta, wbidi bocomc ttdded to the 
bank* of tbe Danube by deposits from that river. See a pnpcr 
on Uw Voyage of H. M. 8. '■ Blonde " in tbe Blnek Sea, by Dr. 
Goodenougb, Geog. Jouni. vol. i. p. 1(M. 

' Wo find lake* in Asia Minor lifled up in the bosom of lliu 
mountains to the height of 4,000 feet. Lake llticaca in Bo- 
livia it nearly 13,000 fiiut above the level of the ocean. Thv 
water in it is neither bitter nor brackiab, but iu so nauseous th.it 
it cannot be drunk. 

Dr. Built "found Red-Sea shells scattered in profusion all 
over the Desert at an elevation of 800 feet, between Cairo and 
StieE, and thej are mentioned as existing at an elevation of at 
ICMt 2,000." — Jttum. Roy. Oeog. Soc. vol xiiv. p. 234, 

Sir Charles Lyell tells us that raised beacbc* are found 
on the coast of Sweden at llie height of 300 feet above ibe 
»ea; and a recent survey of the coa»t of Pegu »howB that 
the island of Chedubn has been uplifted 36 feet within tlia last 
ninety yenrj. 

VOL, 1. X 
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that cataclvsm, and thev may not vet be reduce 
a common leveL The process of drunage may 
be going on. 

If this be admitted, it will account for the 
peculiarity: namely, that the Euxine dischi 
mare tcater by the Bospharut than it receives I 
tributary rivers. 

2. By the contraction of the great Tertiary O 
into limits so small as the three basins, the ^ 
Caspian and Black Seas, into which its waters 
now confined, we may assume that they have 
come more saturated with salt since they have ui 
gone the process of condensation analogous to 
case of the Lake Asphaltites, and though, since 
debacle of the Bosphorus, the Euxine has been 
tinually diluted by the yearly discharge of the fi 
water rivers that have been pouring into it ' 
volumes, it remains still, if not so salt as the o< 
all events very brackish. 

The case of the Euxine appears to be parallel 
that of Lake Tiberias or Genesareth ; and it ma 
time, become like it a freshwater lake. 

Thus I account for the second peculiarity oi 
Euxine ; namely, that tchile it receives fresh t 
onlyy that which it discharges is salt. 

The fact, asserted by Gmelin and others, tha 
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Caspian and tbe Sea of Aral are not so salt as the 
ocean, may be accounted for by the Volga, the 
Ut^egt of the tributariee, having been diverted at 
the time of the eeparation of the Caspian from the 
Bhick Sea ', and its great volume ia exclusively 
devoted to the dilution of the condensed water of 
the former. 

But here arises another difEculty, for the Catpian, 
having fallen 100 feet below the point at which its 
surface must have been when joined to tlio Dlack 
Sea, and being now apparently in a state of equi- 
librium, it evaporates all the water it receives ; and 
so the remainder would retain its saltness, if it be 
not increased. Now, with respect to the degree of 
saltness of either of the two seas, it ia perhaps 
ODsafe to pronounce, from any single analysis, whera 
the extent as well as the modifying elements are bo 
great. The water at the surface, and especially near 
the rivers, ia doubtless very fresh compared with that 
below ; which will be in various stages of saturation 

' Bj tk ridge of thirty miles in breadth, intervening butweeo 
tbe points where the rirera Don and Volga diTcrge Hi right 
•Bgtca, klVr their courics had approached «o nearl;. Pallu 
nyt tbe Don is ten toiie* higher than tbe Volga ; and tbe 
ridge mnst bare a seaiible rise ; for Mr. Scott laya " we 
toon TCBchetl tbe bigb ground from Toriiiio." PallM aaaert* 
tbat Ibe thelli found on thcae hcigbli belong to tbe ocean. Mid 
■re not fuund in the Caipian nor in the Black Sea. 
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ncconliiig 10 the doplb. Tiie Caspian is said w 
abonml in fitJi ; which would prove it to be lean salt 
ihan the Dead Sea of Syria. But it remaioH to be 
pro^■w^ whether the fisheries extend beyond ll« 
neighbourbtxxi of the embouehares of the great rivers. 
Froiw tl»o description given by Pallas, I should 
coucJude lliey do not; and Colouel Montcith says 
ihey are tutt in the open sea. 

We arc not positively informed whether any of th« 
finny tribe are found in the Lake Asphaltitcs, in the 
iiniueiliatc neighbourhood of the ftiibouchiire of th« 
Jordan ; tliough it is aniaerted (hat all tlic rest of the 
lake is fishlcas.' The Jonltin indeed below Gene* 
sarctli has never been generally spoken of as having 
fish; but in that freshwater lake it was anciently 
abundant, and the river at Jacob's Bridge is said 
by Dr. Wilson { Lands of the Bible) to be pleotifnlly 
stocked. 

If my supposition be correct, that the Euxinc dij 
cliarges more water tlmn it recciveH. then its eurfaoe 
should be still falling. On this point the data are too 
vaguely known to be to able found any approximate 

' " Although tnorivvrt, lupjiortiDg rerj Urf^kDil 
Hill, ciiipij tlii-inaulTca into il (tlie Dead Sea), of wUi.-h 
Jimlui it ibe cbier. nl.icli tluwi near J.■richI^ not exen on. „ 
•11 lliB flsli tin ititui) ;>usM out of ihe mouth* of fhe ritirm 
■nd Ifa nan *bon)rJ catch *nj, nnA put thvtu into the takv. 
V Mn iLem tlie." — nrlamt, p. 243. 




» 



calculation ; but the evaporation Jrom the Caspian 
would give a measure of one of the elementa for it ; 
since, if its area be equal to that of tlie Black Sea, 
the latter would have eleven-twenty-sevenths ' of 
the water it receives from the rivera remaining from 
evaporation, and to be discharged by the Bosphorus. 
But the alatcmcnts of the area of the Caspian vary 
from 120,000 to 180,000 square miles. The other 
•lenients ore equally uncertain.' 

The proofs of falling of the surface of the Euxiue, 
shown by the steppes of the Crimea, &c., may only 
relate to the immediate effect of the debacle of the 
Boephorus ; aud we are in the dark as to whether that 
be still in action.' 

By comparing great things with small, we some- 
times gain a glimmering of truth. For inetaDce, 
Jason passed through the narrow and shallow chan- 
nel between the Symplegadca or Cyanean Bocks 
and the mainland, in hia good ship " Argo," having 
first found it practicable by sending a dove through. 

The Caspian receives '16, and the Euxine '27 puU, taking 
Ike ruDDiog waters ot Europe at l-OC—Phi/i. Atlas. (Appenilil, 
D. 13.) 

* Appendix, D. 14. 

* The myth alluded to bj Arrian of tlie present or Scrpent'i 
Island by Thetis to her son Achilles, maj' be taken as n record 
of tliB Tailing of the surface. She possibly still continurs her 
ffmint;. 
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as 



II 




I did the same thing in my " light kaik," c 
a kirlanjih^ or swallow. 

As the " Argo " was a large vessel rowed by 
stout fellows, she must have had a draught of 
feet; my little ** swallow" only drew a very 
inches ; and one of the kaikjihs piloted her by sii 
looking over the bow, in the clear water, for 
tortuous channel. 

A circumstantial account (excepting the so 
ings) has been given of the expedition of the fo 
by one ApoUonius Rhodius, who, taking a poetic 
cence with the log-book of the " Argo," has attrih 
to these Cyanean Bocks an erratic disi)osition, a 
perverse tendency to knock their heads toge 
especially if they could get a ship between tl 
The poet does this by what landsmen call a figu 
speech, whereby they " overhaul " iheir words, 
shift them " end for end." That is, he makes r 
sheer about, while eddy currents run straight. 

'* As when our messmate has a spree on shore, 
He shapes his course, and votes the walls a bore ; 
Jack ne'er to starboard nor to port will veer, — 
They run him foul. My eyes ! how wild they stee 

Jack Ai 



I 



r 



It appears that when Jason entered the Bosph 
he consulted an old blind pilot, who was ^M 
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Up," owing to misconduct ; one Phincus, who told 
him of tlie difficulty of getting into the Euxine 
by reason of the very turbulent whirlpools and 
Btrong indraught at the entrance of the strait ; but, 
in a fit of gratitude for having been rescued from 
the beahs by two of the crew of the "Argo'," he 
promised to let them into the secret of a passage in- 
■ide the Symplegades, or "Cynnea's Rocks," whereby 
the strength of the current might be avoided and the 
ship would gain a good offing.^ 

He acknowledged he had been an old humbug *, 
but swore that this time he would not deceive 
them.* 

' Then Zotcs hastes tli' inquiring crowd to tcacli 
Tiir>ugh weary pantlngs inlerrupt his tpccch ; 
Ilotr, fur from hence, the Harpies they pursued ; 
How Iris came lo save the rav'ning brood : 
Yet, pitying Phbeus, how by Styx she «wore 
The bftteful race should torture him no morci 
And how th' ill'omen'd birds (ai lermr wrought) 
The c&vems of deep CrcUn mountaina lougbt. COO 

' But through the rocks a passage should ye gun, 
Avoid the land, and navigate the dct-p, 

' In Pbineua, by prophetic gifts destroyM, 

Behold the doom of prescienee ill cmploy'd. 44" 

* Be witness for me, tdl ye pow'rs below ! 

And may my shade nor peace nor respite know. 

If false this oath, that you oiTcnd not Jove, 3(11 

You draw do vengennce from the powers almve. 

Aj>ol. lihmiiiu. 
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He lent them his own pilot-boat the " Dove," 
which Euphomus, one of the crew of the " Argo,'' 
held nt the stern of the ahip, by her " painter." ' 

Phiueua describes the difficulties of the passage', 
and tells Jason first to send the jolly-boat, the 
" Dove," through to sound the channel *, giving him 
at the same time this notable piece of information ; 
namely, that if tlie jolly-boat should stick fBst, in all 
probability there would not be water enough for tlie 
ship. In tWs case he advises him to make a " stem- 
board," and " back out of it ! " * 

Having received his sailing directions, Jason 



Nor ilid the train neglect the turtle-dove. 

The harbinger of safetj from above : 

Aa with a band Eupbemui check'd her flight, 

She flutter'd round bia hand on pinions light. 7i 

When firtt from benee jour purling coutm you itecr. 
Within a strait Cjnnea's rocks appear. 
Arduous the task through the^c your way to keejt, 
Unstay*d, unrooted, wand'rin^ in the deep. 
Ontimca they rash, with front to front opposed, 
And clashing dreadful, both in one are closed. 

First let a dove the dang'roui poseoge try; 
If through the rocks unhurt «he chance to fly, ' 
And reach the sea beyond with prosp'rous flight. 
Then forward rush, — then ply your oars with might. 

Crush'd in her midway flight, if faiU the dow, 
Then backward lum, nor tempt Uie puw n above. 

A/hjI. RhmUivi. 



^ TYPHY8 THE COXSWAIN. 3l3 

hoists a ''white feather ^'' and steers for the 
dreaded channel, full of whirlpools and cross-cur^ 
rents. When sufficiently near, Euphemus casts off 
the painter^; and the crew of the ** Argo" toss up 
their oars *, '' and keep a sharp look-out a-head " on 
the " Dove." 

The jolly-boat has great difficulty in stemming 
the current and in steering clear of the rocks ^ ; but 
succeeds in getting through to the open sea with 
the loss of her rudder, and some oars washed over- 
board.* 

The crew of the " Argo " give three cheers*, and 



The mouth of that dire strait the heroes found ; 
Tremendous rocks the winding passage bound ; 
Its course beneath an adverse current held, 
With foamy whirlpools, and the ship repcird. 
What terror seized the band I 

Euphemus loosed the bird of pinions light ; 

With hands upraised the sailors mark her flight, 

And wait th* event with mingled hope and dread, 

As through the pass on airy plumes she sped. 790 

High o*cr the boiling deep the foam is hurl'd, 
In eddies caught the giddy bark is whirFd. 

Safe through the closing rocks the turtle springs, 
But shorn of plumage from her tail and wings. 

The mariners rejoice, with eager cry, 

ApoL Rhoduii. 
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Typhya the coxswain sings out, ** Now, my lac 
give way : * 

It appears that there had been a ** black nort 
caster ^ blowing from the Euxine, and it had left 
heavy swell on the rocks. One strikes the ** Arg< 
on the bow; but Tiphys eases the helm*, and t 
ship rides on the top of the wave, over the rock 
(a bold thing to do). When nearly through, t 
rocks seemed to close the passage right a-hea< 
Tiphys minds his weather helm ^ ; and, watching t 
prudent moment, he claps the tiller hard a-lec 
the " Argo " shoots over to the other side ^, givinj 
close shave to the rocks, which damage the ging< 



1 

•2 



5 
C 
7 



And Tiphys sbouts " Your oars with vigour ply." 

. . . Tiphys at the helm, with watchful skill, 
And dextVous hand, anticipates that ill. 

Beneath the keel the billow spent its force ; 
Buoy'd o'er the rocks, the bark pursued her course. 
Forward she scuds, the wat'ry menace braves. 
And to the deep pursues the refluent waves ; 
But adverse currents soon, with eddying shocks. 
Detain her midway 'twixt the fatal rock^; 
Fast- rooted in that dark abyss of fear. 

Closing again, the rocks re-bellow near ; 

Then to their succour came the blue-eyed maid ; 

The rocks with force divine her left hand stay'd. 

Supported by her right the bark advanced. 

And o*er the waters like an arrow glanced ; 

Apol. Rhodiu 




bread about ber quarter-gallery ', and alic gallantly 
shoots into the open sca^ and gains an offing. 

Now, in thia simple narrative of the ship's pro- 
ceedings, divested of the poet's gammon and figures 
of speech, and all that, there seems to be strong 
reason for believing that, between the time of the 
other hold navigator and niyeelf, there has been 
a decrease in the depth of the channel, from a tew 
feet (number unknown) to a few inches. 

It ia very much, and hydrographically to be la- 
mented, that the poet did not publish Jason's survey 
with the fragment of his log-book ; for it h evident 
the gallant officer thought he had done posterity a 
very great service in having buoyed off the channel 
tmdjixed the poiilion of the rocks.^ 

" Ati nhcn bouM Nnpicr Elcer'd for Bouiarsund, 
lie lent n Butl-dog lo survey the Rround." 

Assuming the perfect accuracy of the few hydro- 



Yet, as her stern received the parting siroke, 
Tlie sculplur'd omantcnts the conflict broke. 

Triumphant o'er ihc wnves the vessel roiie. 

Ful rooted in the deep the rocks rcmiiin'd 
For tvej Jixtd; by Dertiny ordaiu'd, 
AVhen once ft mort«] birth the straits bad pnat'd. 
No more to wander in the briny vast. — The ArgonaiUtct 
o/Apai. liho-Uu; Pr^tlitCi Iruns. bl(.U. 
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graphical data, we may infer, that in Jason^s tii 

the surface of the Euxine must have been mu 

1 higher than it now is * ; and consequently that t 

strength of the current was proportionately greats 
The sea hanng fallen by drainage since that rerac 
period, may or may not be, at the present day, 
that point of equilibrium with the outer sea th 
would be affected only by the greater or less exc< 
of water from the rivers, over the amount lost 1 
evaporation ; which excess is disposed of through t 
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles. 

The data we are in possession of are so vagi 
that it is not possible to come to any reasonal 
conclusion on the subject. For instance, the curre 
in the narrowest part of the Bosphorus is put 
our charts as four knots ; and at one spot, called tl 
Devil's current, it is even marked as five knots p 

H ' M. Ic Gras, Lieutenant do Vaisseau, in his " Sailing I 

rections for the Sea of Marmora," speaking of the gulfs 
cither side of the Peninsula of Ataki (ancient Cyzicus), sa^ 
" They are separated by a small strip of land, which, accordi 
to Strabo, was formerly covered by the sea, and over whi 
two wooden bridges had been thrown to communicate with t 
shore of Asia." As tbis is now a dry isthmus, it would pro 
there has been a fall of the surface of that sea since the time 
which the account may be referred. However, I must say, tl 
I have not found the passage about the bridges, and thou 
Strabo frequently calls Cyzicus an island, he also alludes to 
isthmus. 
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liour. This of course must be taken as its mean 
filrength in those reaches. But in a calculation 
which I have attempted, on an assumption of n 
mean current of two knots only, the great depth of 
the Bosphorus would discharge such an enornious 
volume of water (contrary to Toumefort's opinion), 
that the surface of the Black Sea would be lowered 
BevenJ feet every year.' There must, therefore, be 
something wrong in the given strength of the 
current. One officer, indeed, who has good oppor- 
tunities of judging, believes that the eddy current 
runs up inshore at a stronger rate than is generally 
supposed. He also infers that tlicre must be an 
undercurrent running back towards the Black Sea, 
having observed that fishermen's nets are sometimes 
drifted upwards, while the boats are stationary. 

Now that we have temporary possession of the 
Bkck Sea, it is to be hoped that these interesting 
objects may be attained ; namely, — 

1. To determine the strength of the current. 

2, To ascertain by tradition, by marks on the 
shore or otherwise, whether any change has recently 

' On tbe other band, obKrvationg marie b; Culonel Hon- 
tcitb near Full, at tbe eastern eii'l of ihu Euxine, niftke tbat 
aeii (irecisi'lj at ihe Mcae level ai tbe occao (312° Fahrenheit). 
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place in the level of tlie sur&ce of the Black 
a. 

3. To anal^TBe the water of the sea at diflbrent 
Acea; that la, in the Duddle and near to the 

moutha of the great riven ; where the ""'"'"""' . 
and fninimnm of sBtumtion by salt maj be expected 
to occur. Gbnelin foimd 10| oonoes of salt, in 
122 lbs. of water. He gives the relative ealtness 
of the Caspian to the Atlaotic as one to four. 

4. To Bflcertun the relative heights of the Archi- 
pelago, of the Sea of Marmora, and of the Black Sea. 



CHAP. xir. 

THE WATERSIIED. 

The doiniTriirtI Slope of tho Wady Arabah retrenclj discovered. 

— Burckhardt, — Irby and Mangles. — Tbe Comtc de Ber- 
tou's Jouruey. — UnauccessM from the Loss of bia Inatru. 
menu. — IteuaDiis for tliinking him mutaken in his Asaiuup' 
tioni and Estimationa. — Dr, Schubert's Evidence imporlimt. 

— Seems to prove the Watershed to be of slight Elevation, 
and to be nearer to Akiibah than De Bertou believea. — 
Dr. Robinson's Evidence tends to the same Notion. — The 
general Conclusion is that ibc Watershed has not been de- 
tennined. 

As the existence of the great depression of the Dead 
Sea, below the level of the MedlteiraDean, was 
unknown until the year 1837, so the fact of the 
downward slope, northwards to the Dead Sea, hod 
not only been overlooked, but it was assumed to have 
an opposite inclination. Thus Burckhardt, in 1812, 
one of the most careful of travellers, thought he saw 
enough of the nature of the valley and of the moun- 
tains, to declare his belief that the Jordan anciently 
traversed the whole valley of the two Ghors, and 
empUed its waters into the Gidf of Akabah', before 

' Appendix, E. I. 
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tlie catftfltrophe which was supposed to linve given & 
new reservoir for its waters in the abyss of the Dead 
Sea ; and although we muEt suppose he admitted that 
new arrangement, he does not show t)iat he bad 
detected such a disposition of the Wady Arabah, as 
would have effectually hatred such a discharge. It 
was formerly believed that a sandy wall, which 
crosses the valley at the southern extremity, prevents 
the waters from flowing, as they were originally 
supposed to have done, into tlic Red Sea, 

Laborde commenced his journey from Akaboli 
" sur la pente du gravier et de sable qui descend dea 
montagnes, en laissant A gauche Ic lit des eaux qui 
a'^coulent au temps des pluies de Oiiadi Jetoum, et 

d'unc autre valli5e sur la rive dvoite Une 

valtee a'oeuvre d gauche ; elle semble venir du sud- 
Bud-oueet, et dans ta in£me direction que les cbainra 
des montagnes." 

After tliree hours and a half, he says of the 
ravines, " leur direction ainsi que celle des monl«gDr« 
Bemblent f-tre du sud-sud-est au nord-nord-oucst." 
After travelling for about nine hours beyond tlie spot 
where he mukee the preceding remark, he arrived at 
the Wady Gfiriindel, which is known to flow toward 
the Lake Asphaltites. (^Laborde, p. 79.) 

lUe diecoveries of Messrs. Monro and Bekc 
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the fact of the deprefision led geographers to sus- 
pect the truth, — the inevitable conaequence. The 
following year, with a worthy epirit of enter- 
prise, the Comte de Bertou resolved to traverse 
the whole length of the Wady, which no one 
had hitherto done, to determine the point in fjuea- 

tiOD. 

He proved the fact of the slope downwards to the 
north; but owing to the breaking of his instruments, 
the extent and elevation of the tract of land lying 
between the northern margin of theGulf of Akabah 
and the jmsition at the same level in the Wady 
Arabah, on the northern face of the slope, is a 
problem still to bo solved. 

This tract of land contains the ridge, if there be 
one, that separates the torrents, flowing northwards 
on one side to the Dead Sea, and southwards on the 
other to the Gulf of Akabah. It is the watershed 
or water-parting of the Wady Arabah. 

The notices that have been given by travellers on 
this important point of physical geography, although 
at first sight they appear to be conclusive, and have 
been acted on as such, in the construction of maps 
of those regions, are very conflicting among them- 
selves, and perhaps are not properly understood and 
applied. It may therefore be well to collate andex- 

VOL. 1. T 
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nine tbem, \a order that ibe value and amoont of 
le knowledge we foamm on tlie rafcjeet loaj' be 
r^^y estimated. 

BareklMurdt GTOMed Ote Wady AnUh, the Kaded 
Bamea, in 1812, at tbe £at>itee of fifteen or twen^ 
boon' joamej fnta Akafaafa.* He ealle Ha' plain 
|]resentiiig to tlie view an expanse ot shifting eand *, 
iritose snr&ce was bn^ea hj innmneiable tmdnla- 
tioBs and low hilli." 

Nothii^ can be guned ftooi Am, except that be 
did not notice an accli>'ity either way. The low hills 
which he saw may be or may not be the waterihed 
of the valley; since it is im[x>E^ible to dLtenuine 
wlu'thcr ihiw hills are above or below tlie level of 
ihi' re;i : ;uid eVfn if thev should be found above that 
level, the watercourse between them mav be below 
it. 

He was an hour and a half crossing tbe Wady ; 
tbcn, after an hour and a half of gentle ascent, he 
arrivi-d at tbe stiuimit of the weiteru hills, and de- 
M-eiided bv a short and ven,- gradual deelivity into 
tlk- «v-i.ni I'lAu; " the level of which, though 
ivj,\w,- i!i.iii lU-M .A tlie Arabah. is i-t.Tliaps liXM.) feet 

l"!i-:'ii;'i '.!u* 1 i!'vv tho iri'iiurej of OpLir "fire probaLily 
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lower than the Eastern desert." ' As only relative 
value is shown by this, it proves nothing, 

Irby and Mangles saw little of the Ghor, except 
in crossing the end near the Dead Sea. They were 
told that the "plain " at the top of the cliffs, which 
bounded their view to the south, continues all the 
way to Mekka without interruption. 

This is very vague, and of no use, except in show- 
ing that the bed of the Wady was generally con- 
sidered to be a plain, and therefore prescntod no 
palpable acclivity. 

The only specific information on the subject is 
derived from the journey of the Conit« de Bertou ; 
undertaken, as before said, for the express purpose 
of ascertaining the nature of the Wady Arahah ; and 
it is a great misfortune to science tliat his indefa- 
tigable exertions have led to no other results than 
those depending on mere estimation. 

Nevertheless, he gives his decided opinion that the 
watershed is at the emhondiure of the Wady Talh, 
or Acacia Vale, at a distance of fifty-five miles from 
the Dead Sea, and about forty-five miles from tlie 
Gnlf of Akabah.' 

1. Because the Arabs gave the name of Akabah to 

' Burck. Trnvcla in Syrift, p, 444. 

' Journal of llie Itojal Geographical Soclelj, tnil Bulletin 
de G&igr^>hie, toia. 12. 
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I pntingaticm from this point of the 

2. He says H ic in^Mnable to mistake the two 



3. He Aaaks tfe 4afw towards the Red Sea 
mut be Ten- i«|iad, beouue his horiioa wu very 
limiled, and col the cape at the foot of which the 
Arabs loM him the C«stle of Akabah is situated : 

4. He take« hU observation of the boiling-point of 
miter as deteroaining the watershed. 

The oinnions of this trm^-eller are entitled to great 
respect, from the minuteness of his observations, and 
&oin the care he took to keep in the trough of the 
valley, throughout his arduous journey, as woU aa 
from his evident anxiety to asceruio the truth ; but 
as they disagree with tlie remarks made by another 
very careful traveller, it may be well to examine and 
compare them. 

1. By the name Akabah ' (oMcnt or descent) it is 

' "In Numb, xziir. 4., the 'Ascent or Akrabbim' b men. 
tioned ; wbich ippcan lo corraponil vcr; accurati^lf to tkb 
ucent of tbe western mountsin from the pUin of AkahJi. 
Into this plain, wbich BuiroundB the castle oo evcr^ fide except 
llie tea, ibiul-i tbc tVoiiy el Arabah ; the broad Miidjr vallej 
which loads towarUa the Dead Sea, and wblvli I croMtsl in 
1S1!1, at a daj and a half, or two daji' journey from Akabah." 
•~BmtMardl, Truvtl* in Sgria. p.S09. 
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not improbable that his Arabs alluded to the ns- 
cent of the Wady Talh ; which is the hii;b road from 
Petra to Egypt, and ia that taken by Burckbardt 
(1812) in going to Cairo, and which led him by a 
gentle accent of one hour and a half to tlie summit 
rif the hills. 

2. With respect to the unmistakable slope north 
and south, I find, on esaminiag his original notes, that 
four hours and ten minutes before he had arrived at 
this point he susjiected the intention of his Araba 
to mislead him ; be therefore left the direction they 
pointed out to the eastward of soutli, as the trough of 
the valley leading to the gulf; and, depending on his 
own judgment and on his compass, and misled by a 
fancied trough, he proceeded in the direction 220° or 
S. 40° W. by compass ; and thus, in his anxiety to fol- 
low the trough of the Wady Arabah, it is possible that 
he may have entered and crossed the mouth of the 
Wady Talh, a lateral valley ; and standing on the right 
bank of thia, near the jKiint of separation between 
the two valleys, he would necessarily have seen two 
elopes. Now, although the Arabs are believed to 
have a natural predilection for lies, the direction our 
traveller was afterwards obliged to take, in order 
to reach Akabah, leads to the Bupp()8ition that tliey 
may in this instance have been telling the truth : 




^■tail^Ai. >*• €^_d k b lib &a 

»»teth*»»»tii iri I *« «»»•(>• 

^JUi^*;- ionctics- T^m fata Tt rn tf «: " li g c laii 
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of the French Geographical Society. They would 
not, however, agree with his osBumed elevation of the 
watershed nt El Sath, or El Sat^.' 

Continuing his journey, at seven miles beyond or 
to the southward of the point he assumed as the water- 
shed, he arrived at the Wady Ghurundel ; which, 
coming from the Shera mountains, Burckhardt says, 
loses its waters in the sand of the valley ; but which 
is supposed, and asserted by Robinson on the au- 
tbority of his Arabs, to dischai^e its waters north- 
wards into the Dead Sea. The Bmall discrepancy 
between these last two travellers may be attributed 
to the difference between a leaser or greater volume 
of water. But it is manifest, that if Dr. Robinson's 
Arabs were right, De Bcrtou must have been wrong 
in his supposition ; for if the Ghurundel discharged 
northwards, the watershed must have been more than 
seven miles south of the "VVady Talh. 

Returning from Akabah, on Ins way to Pctra, 



' MklbercuBemcnt un acciileot me prifs de nioo liaroniitrei 
et nut chaine d'oliKTVations ful iutemiinpue k reKlremiu^ nord 
dtt lac Aspboltite. 

Au aud (le cctte Utitnde jo fus rfduit k (-hercbvr les niTeiux 
en il£t«miiii«Dt le degru dt^ I'cbullitioa d« I'laia. On lut oon- 
blen cclM melhode d'olwervalioii nfcouilc de prfcKUtioiia. 
Burtoiit quanil on Ml, cotnmc jc le fut. [iriru des limtrumeni 
conslniiu ail hoc." — BMHin dt Oh^. Mm. lii. p. 134. 
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De ISertou kept on the eastern side of the Wady 
Arabah, after pa^iDg Wady Deleghah, whose waters, 
he says, flow towards the Red Sea ; whereas, in going 
south, he had kept on the weslera side, wliit^ 
Schubert saya, is the lowest part of tlie valley. On 
the second day he halted at night, as ho aaserte, " at 
the line separating tlie Wadies Akabah and Arabah; 
called by the Arabs El Sath (the Roof), or cul- 
minating point," He observes here a range of hills 
extending east and west ; moreover, he is opposite to 
what he considered to be the point of tJie watershed, 
when on the other side, namely, Wady Tulh. I muBt 
also add, that it was probably about this part tlat 
Burckhardt saw the undulations and low hills, and 
so it would appear to confirm his idea that this line 
of hills was the watershed. But it must be remem- 
bered that the valley at tliis part is fourteen miles 
wide ; at least, between the two points as laid down 
on the count's maps; and as the deci>cst part of 
the valley is On tlic western side, there must have 
been a considerable fall between El Sath and the 
trough. 

He giros at this point 526 feet as the clevatioa 
above the sea ; but as he had no instruments except 
a bad thermometer, with which he tried to find the 
l>oiling>]n)int of water, his observations have not 
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been published, and he merely gives liis estimation' 
of the height. The results, tuken from liis rough 
notes, must bo very wide of the truth, as there ia 
great discrepancy, and they would even give an 
elevation far greater. 

It is possible that he may have been guided in his 
eetimation by Schubert, who cncnmjied, I believe, 
near this spot. He gives the elevation of it, not 
differing very widely, but vritliout saying anything 
about the watershed. Tlie range of " low hills " is 
no proof that the watershed is at their summits ; suice 
the channel would lie between them, and may be 
below the level of the sea, if even the sumuiita of 
the hills are above it. 

I therefore submit that, notwilhetauding the zeal 
and exertions of M. de Bcrtou, his data are not 
sufficient for detennlning the position and elevation 
of the watershed. 

Dr. Schubert's barometrical observations were 
considered to have established the important ca«e 
in point. They arc, no doubt, correct, aa far aa 
they go ; but are valueless for our present purjiose, 
since the precise spot where they were taken is not 
indicated ; and he not only does not »ay that lie has 

' El Salv <lont de nivFKii peul-dlrc fvalu£ k 160 metrcfau- 
desBUs lit lu M^lilerrnn^." — Bullet, ite Giug. (ou. xii.p. 163. 
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fixed the position of the watershed, but he makes 
several pertinent remarks, which would show that 
he did not consider it to be at the place where he has 
given his first barometrical determination of altitude. 
His testimony is so important and so circumstantial, 
in some respects, that I quote it from the original ; 
so that the reader may draw his own conclusions.^ 

His road near the foot of the eastern mountains 
began, soon after leaving Akabah, gradually to 
ascend. At a short distance from the castle the 
valley widened to twelve miles, with a rapid slope 
from east to west ; and while on the eastern side, at 
the foot of the mountains, the road lies on the highest 
part of the valley, the western margin of it, along 
tlie Tyh mountains, is in a depression ; which in the 
middle can he but little above the level of the sea. 
During tlie rainy season a great part of this hollow 
must be overflowed ; which may account, he thinks, 
for the representation in some of our old maps of an 
extension of the -351anitic Sea towards the north.^ 

Another very important remark, made by Dr. 

» Appendix, E. 3. 

' In M. Brue 8 Atlas, published in Paris, 1828, the map of 
Egypt and Arabia retra?a has the head of the .Elanitic G ulf 
divided into two horns, about thirty miles each in length. At 
the head of the western horn he has placed Ailana ; and on the 
ea8t<!rn arm Asiongaber and Calaat el Akabah. The map is 
dated 1822. 
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Schubert on the day following his departure from 
Akabah, and therefore not far irom it, is that the 
lateral valleya, from both the eastern and western 
mouBtJuns, converge towards the north ' ; therefore 
their united waters in the Wady Arabah would 
be In that direction, or towards the Dead Sea. In 
such case the watershed must be to the nuutlt of the 
first point of convergence, and not far from the south 
end of the Wady. If this were the only piece of 
information we possessed on this subject, it would 
doubtless have been taken as conclusive. It was on 
the evening of this day — that is to say, a day and a 
halfs distance from Akabah — that Schubert's first 
barometrical observation was made. It gave 465 
Paris feet for the elevation of hie encampment ; and 
this has been taken as fixing the height of the water- 
shed, notwithstanding his having asserted distinctly 
that he began to ascend on the extreme eastern side 
of the valley soon after leaving Akabah, having on 
bis left a rapid slo[)c towards the western mountaius, 
or to the lowest part of the valley, as he expressly 
declares. Moreover, lie docs not eay a word that 
would authorise the adoption of tliia altitude for the 
watershcil ; and there would be as much reason for 
taking his observation of the next evening, 954 feet 

' AppcDtlii, E. 4. : KC alaa Lnbonlc. p. 33C. itbore. 
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The near coincidence in position and elevation with 
De Bertou's El Sat^ may have led to its adoption 
by geographers; although, if it be true that the 
latter traveller took the observation of the former 
as his guide, the conformity would not be a con- 
firmation. . 

It appears more probable, that both had arrived 
at a regular halting station, high up in the Shera 
mountains ; especially as De Bertou says the Arabs 
had selected this spot on account of the abundance 
of pasturage for their flocks in the adjacent lateral 
valleys ; into one of which, the M&aferah, he crossed 
on the following day : so that the ** roof " might 
mean, in the account of the Arabs, the ridge 
between two of these. 

Dr. Robinson, one of the most valuable authori- 
ties for the topography of Syria, &c., crossed the 
southern Ghor twice; but unfortunately did not tra- 
verse the whole length, or he assuredly would have 
set the matter at rest.* His first visit was only 
in crossing the head of the gulf to the Castle of 
Akabah. When he says the torrents from the 
western mountains, when not absorbed by the sand, 
fall into the Gulf of Akabah, near its north-west 

^ Appendix, E. 5. 
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comer, his statement would appear to be at variance 
with Schubert's account of the converging valleys ; 
but it must be observed that Robinson did not pene- 
trate into the valley, and therefore only speaks of the 
torrents in the immediate vicinity, where the valley 
was only four miles wide; whereas Schubert had 
passed this narrow part, which might have been 
" the strait," and he epcaks of its having attained 
a breadth of twelve miles at a short distance from 
Akabah. There is no appearance of any other 
watercourse ; but, on the contrary, along the rest 
of the northern shore, the sea has thrown up an 
unbroken bank of sand and gravel, higher than the 
level of the Wady, which seems to have little or no 
acclivity towards the north. Towards the western 
mountains a large tract has the appearance of moist, 
marshy ground ; which corroborates what Schubert 
says on the same point. Stephen also speaks to the 
like effect.' 

The moat important informatioD given by this 
observant traveller is the description of the Wady 
as seen from the Pass of Nemela ; a commanding 
position on the western flank of Mount Ilor. 

" Towards tlie south the direction of a small 

' Appendix, E. 6. 
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fountain^ ' Ain Mclihy^ was pointed out at the moudi 
of a short Wady south of the Jerafeh. In the 
same quarter we could distinctly perceive Wady el 
Jeib (the trough of the Arabah) winding along the 
middle of El Arabah from the south, and at length 
sweeping off north-west, as if to meet the Jer&feh ; 
and having received this Wady, it again winds 
north-east, and afterwards north-westerly, so as to 
pass El Weibeh at the foot of the western mountains. 
Here our guides again assured us that the waters 
of the southern Wady^ Ghurundely fiow northwards 
through El Jeib : and we had no reason to distrust 
the accuracy of their information ; for the whole 
appearance of the Arabah, and of the Jeib winding 
through it so far south of the Jerafeh, led naturally 
to the same conclusion." 

Again he says, " We had now learned enough of 
the region to understand why the Jerafeh and all 
the Wadies which drain the western desert, should 
run towards the north ; a fact which at first appeared 
very singular." He places the watershed at about 
twenty-two miles from the Gulf of Akabah, with a 
salt marsh intervening. 

Now, supposing the short Wady " south of the 
Jerafeh " to be identical with the Wady Talh, which 
is probable, as the latter is also south of the 
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Jerfifeh, it la evident that the trough of the Arabah, 
Wady el Jeib, haa ita origin far to the south of 
the supposed watershed of Do Bertou; and, in ita 
north-westerly bend to meet the Jer&feh, there ia 
presumptive evidence that his Arabs were right in 
wishing hini to take a course to the south-east ; so 
that, by rejecting their advice, he most probably left 
the trough of the Arabah, the Wady el Jeib, and 
entered that of EI Talh. 

The salt marsh seen by Riippell and Robinson 
strengthens the hint thrown out by Schubert, that 
it may account for the prolongation of the >^lanitic 
Gulf in old charts, and would show analogy with 
the Bitter Lakes of the Gulf of Suez. Both may 
have been detached from the sea by upheaval of the 
band. But, in any case, the existence of a salt marsh 
is a proof that some portion of the Wady Arabah 
is level with the sea, if not below it — at that dis- 
tance at least. This would limit the length, and 
perhaps the height, of the upheaved land ; tlie 
hypothetical strait, that originally joined the 
basin of the Dead Sea with that of the Gulf of 
Akabah. 

Laborde says but little of this valley ; but aa he 
was under tlie then universal impression that it was 
the course of the Jordan, he must have looked 
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cannot give the slightest indication as to the 
amount, although it has been so well calculated for 
Suez. In that region the maximum force seems 
to be to the southward ; but there are no data to 
show how far eastward it may have worked. 

If the strait has been filled up by coral reefs, for 
which the apparent analogy of the Strait of Tirahn 
gives us the hint, then the fiUed-up portion in all 
probability will be very low; that is, level ground but 
little above the surface of the sea ; and the low hills 
seen by Burckhardt may have been islands in that 
strait. 

Biippell also says, that the land at the head of the 
Gulf of Akabah is a salt swamp. 
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a spur from the same Moiuit Ilenuon or Anti- 
libauon, there are the mouutains of Gilboa, those of 
Judea, and the higliland of the Desert of Tyh. This 
wall of inouQtains reaches also to the shores of the 
Gulf of Akabah and the Red Sea, by the Sin^e range. 
In tliis whole extent there is but one break, which is 
found between the Lesser Hermon and Mount Gil- 
boa ; namely, the celebrated plain of Esdraelon. In 
croMing tills I ascertained, approximately, its elevar 
tion above the level of the Mediterranean to be only 
about 120 feet by the aneroid barometer. 

The swelling of this plain is eu slight and gradual, 
that it is difficult u> ascertain the precise spot of the 
summit level j but it cannot be far from Zerin, the 
ancient Jezreel, between the fork of the affluents 
of llie Kivcr Kishon ; which have their rise in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Tubor in tlio north-east, 
and the mountains of Gilboa in the south-coat ; they 
unite in the middle of the plain, and 8ow as the 
Brook Kishon, " tliat ancient river " to the north- 
west, between a shoulder of Mount Carmel an<l a 
spur of the Nazareth range, entering the sea by u 
little estuary in tlie most sheltered part of the bay 
of Acre, or Akka. 

In poAsing the mouth of the River Kishon Dr. 
Wilson ob.terTed, " at the distance of a mile or two, 
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a rocky ridge of no great height. It rune down to 
the base ot" Canuel, to the place where the Ki^hoD 
breaks through from the great plain of Esdraijlon ; 
which, from what we saw of it when parsing through 
it, we vcnturcil to suppose has been at oue time a | 
lake bounded by the hills of Sajnoria and Galilee, 
till it was drained by tliis Kiahon." ' 

Unfortunately, when the trigonometrical eurvey 
was made of the region between the Mediterrnncaii i 
and Lake Tiberias, the line was taken so as ' 
ascertain the elevations of the highest intermediate 
ground ; and therefore givca no data for the lowest 
summit level between the sea and the depressed 
valley of the Jordan. 

Colonel Scott, R. E., however, made a "hasty ■ 
reconnaissance " of that part of the country when the 
Egyptian army was cxi)ected to make an attempt to 
force itfi way to Gaza. Under such circumetuicea 
he could not devote any time to obtain with any 
degree of accuracy tlie levels of the country he 
passed over; but he has kindly informed me, 
the lowest part of the rising ground which scpa* | 
rates the sources of the Jordan from the Kishon | 
is about a mile due south of the village of Albutib^ 

' L«nil* of liio Bil)le, vol. il. p. 238. 
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nnd three miles east-south-cttst from Zerlii, the an- 
cient Jezi-ecl. He thinks it eannot le more than 
200 feet above the level of the Mediterranean. 

If, however, I were to correct my obaer^-ation 
made near this spot (though I cannot say precisely 
on it) by the difference I found at Jenin between 
my observation and that of Colonel Von Winterbrueh, 
my account of tlie summit level would be much 
below 100 feet. 

At all events, when I had come to the conclusion 
that there is strong probability that the southern 
extremity of the great depression is very little re- 
moved in distance from tlie head of the Gulf of 
Aicubab, and, moreover, that there is ground for 
believing that this small intervening tract may have 
very little elevation above the level of the Red Sea, 
I was struck with the extraordinary coincidence, 
that the part of the depression, nearest to the Medi- 
terranean Sea, haa the only break in the long 
mountain wall, and is occnpied by the low level of 
the plain of Esdraelon. 

It immediately flashed across my mind that Provi- 
dence hae here almost furnished industrious nations, 
at R time when growing intercourse is seeking for im- 
proved channels of communication, with the means 
of constructing a noble canal between the two seas. 
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which contain the storehouses of the elements of 
produce and skill which it is so desirable should be 
brought nearer together. 

Nature has, in fact, performed for us the greater 
part of the work in a stupendous cutting of some 
200 miles in length, and separated from a sea at 
either end by a barrier apparently slight at the 
north; namely, the alluvial plain of Esdraelon, al- 
ready deeply furrowed by the Brook Kishon, which 
might be cut through at very little expense; the 
required length of the cutting being about twenty- 
five miles only. 

At the other end, if the hypothesis of the 
*^ dried-up strait " should prove to be correct, the 
distance for the required canal would not be 
greater, and the depth of the cutting may be small. 
This, however, is mere conjecture, founded on the 
arguments in the preceding pages. The truth can 
only be ascertained by a careful survey of the lo- 
calities. 

If they should be found practicable, the operation 
might be very much facilitated by making use of 
the immense weight and force of back-water of the 
two oceans ; if not as a cutting power, at all events 
to carry into the abyss or depression, the earth, &c., 
which could be loosened by the liberal use of gun- 
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powder, saving thereby nearly the whole trouble of 
digging and carrying away. 

Commutiicatioii being thus eetabliahed by canals 
sufficiently broad and deep, the rushing in of the two 
seas would restore the now Dead Sea to its ancient 
level, and convert it into the active channel of inter- 
coarse between Europe and Asia ; the whole bulky 
conunerce of which might then pass through this 
canal instead of taking the drcuitous route of the 
Cape of Good Hope, shortening the voyage between 
England and India to the time in which it is per- 
formed by the overland route. The canal route is 
indeed a little longer ; but they would be equalised 
by the time taken by the transit through Egypt. 

The execution of a project so vast could not 
of course be carried out without some sacri6ce8 ; 
but these will be trifling when compared with the 
magnitude of the advantages to be derived in ex- 
change. For instance, a large portion, some 2000 
square miles, of the territories belonging to our 
faithful and gallant ally, Hitt Highness the Sultan, 
will be submerged ; together with a city ' of perhaps 
some thousands of inhabitants, and some Arab i-il- 

' The population of TiberJu u varioiuly >tat«d. I wh in- 
fonneU by the JewUh UoiUord, ili«t there were then iOO Jewiit 
runille* from all pant, 100 MahommedsD*, And 90 Cbriitiani : 
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lages. But the territory is useless, being for the most 
part incapable of cultivation, especially the southern 
Ghor, or Wady Arabah. The northern Ghor, or 
valley of the Jordan, has some fertility, of which 
but little advantage is taken by the wandering 
tribes of Arabs, who capriciously cultivate small 
portions of it here and there. The city of Tiberias 
is a filthy heap of ruined buildings, hemmed in 
between the lake and steep, barren mountains, from 
which a forced removal to a fertile and adjacent 
neighbourhood would be a blessing to the debased, 
apathetic, and wretched inhabitants. The villages 
consist of mud-huts, temporary by their nature, or 
of tents, which are intentionally so. From all these 
the occupants derive little advantage, and His 
Highness less revenue. Their condition, besides, 
might be immensely improved by the acti\'ity and 
trade which would be stimulated through the navi- 
gation of the canal by ships of all nations ; and the 
Sultan would draw great revenues by transit dues 

and that the Jews owed their freedom from persecution to their 
numerical superiority. But Lord Nugent estimated them at 
one-half of the population, and Burckhardt at only one-fourth. 
Captain Lynch says, there are 300 families, and 1000 Jews. 
Tlie gentlemen of the Scotch mission were told there were only 
600 Jews in the city, owing to the calamitous state of the 
country. 
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where lie now receivea nothing; auJ ns remuner- 
ation for the lose of tbia unprofitable territory, some 
of the finest countries of the world, the early scats of 
population — namely, thoae of the Rephaim, the Zu- 
ziiu, and the Eiuim, the trans-Jordanic provinces, so 
judiciouely choaen by some tribes of the Jews — would 
be rendered easy of acce^a by means of the proposed 
canal. The Jews would possibly object strongly to 
the loss of Tiberias, which is one of the four holy 
cities ' ; but they arc atrangers from Russia, Poland, 
&c., who ha^'e no property in it, and come there in 
tlic hope of Bceing the Messiah rise out of the lake, 
which is a general expectation among them, though 
on what authority it ia not known. I sketched one 
old man, who was anxiously watching on tlic shore 
where the spray was dashing up, in the evident hope 
of seeing Him rise. If such is really the general 
belief of the Jews, they must consider it as a miracle, 
and of course it could not be impeded by a few 
fathoms more or leas in the depth of the sea; conse- 
qnentJy, they cannot urge any valid objection to this 
result, though they may not like to sec the filthy 
city, which they hold to be sacred, submerged and 
lost for eyer. 

' JcnuBJem, Hebron, Snpbvt, iriil Tiberiaa. 
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That the trans-Jordanic provinces were not only 
highly populated but very fertile, is abundantly 
proved by sacred and profane history, and by the 
accounts of modem travellers. 

They were the seats of some of the earliest 
nations mentioned in the Holy Scripture ; namely, the 
Kapha tribes, of whom little notice had been taken 
until, by the ingenuity and research of Miss Fanny 
Corbaux, the small firagment of their history, which 
flashes for a moment, as it were, in the fourteenth 
chapter of Genesis, was collated with records on 
Egyptian monuments, &c., which tell the " tale of a 
long, inveterate, national struggle, between two giant 
powers of primeval antiquity.* 

At the approach of the Jews to take possession of 
the *^ Promised Land " sixty walled cities, occupied 
by succeeding races, submitted to Joshua ; and the 
beauty of the country was such, as to induce some 
of the tribes to petition that it might be given to 
them as their portion of the inheritance. 

During the wide-spread domination of the Romans 
it formed the flourishing province of the Decapolis, 
of which many ruins are found, proving that the 
cities were not only very large but magnificent. 

* Joum. of Sac. Lit., New Series, vols. i. IL iii. 



ANCIENT POPULATIONS. 



347 



It now excites the admiration of all those wlio 
have ventured to explore it; though these are few, 
on account of the obstacles presented by the wild 
Arabs, who infest the land without being able to 
appreciate ita excellence otherwise, than as the means 
of pasturing their numerous flocks and herds. 

Mr. Porter has given a very graphic account of 
this beautiful country ; and the ruins of its cities.' 

Tlic data afforded by the inspired historian rela- 
tive to the nations contemporary with the patriarch 
Abrani may lead to opposite conclusions in estimating 
their power. If we measure it by the extent of 
country over which their warlike operations were 
carried, it would he very great ; since they appear, 
by the account in Gen. xtv., though told in such 
simple language, of the struggles between the groups 
of nations east of the Euphrates, — the early Assyrians 
(Naharina?), and those between the "great river" 
and the Jordan, — the numerous Kapha tribes located 
to the east of the long dDpresaion of the valley of the 
Jordan. They " emote the Rephaim in Ashtaroth 
Kaniaim, the Zuzim in Ilam, the Bmim in Shaveh 
Kiriathaim, and the Ilorim in the mountains of 
Seir, as far as £1 Paran (Elath), which is near the 
desert." 

' ApiMiiillx, F. I. 
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If, on the other hand, we estiniate the power of 
the rivals by that of a third partr^ who routed the 
conquerors when flushed with Tictorv, it will not 
apj>ear to be commensurate with the result so simply 
de:icribed« For Abram, on hearing that his kinsman 
Lot, with all his riches, was among the captives 
carried off by the invaders, pursued them with only 
318 men, and defeated them, following up his vic- 
tory beyond Damascus; unless we suppose that 
Abram's followers, being expressly stated to have 
been his ** trained servants bom in his house," had 
each his company of warriors, which are not men- 
tioned. Or it might have been that Abram, with his 
small band of picked men, by his prompt succour 
had infused fresh courage into the discomfited army 
of the King of Sodom. 

The architecture of the cities of Bashan, during 
the i)OSi*ession of that and adjoining districts by the 
powerful Kapha tribes, was probably assimilated to 
the Assyrian. iVftcr the conquest of the country 
by the Egyptians, it possibly assumed the character 
of that of the conquerors. At all events, it must 
have attained to a considerable degree of perfec- 
tion or solidity, since mention is particularly made 
of it in the Holy Scriptures, — " threescore walled 
cities, and open towns and villages a great many," 
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"the walls of Jericho," &c. Although the Jews, 
before the Exodua, must linve used the architecture 
of the i>cople among whom they were sojourQing, 
they most Hkely lost nil recollection of it during 
thoir wanderings in the desert ; and they retained 
their nomadic habits to a certain extent after they 
had settled in the land of Canaan. For although 
they had examples in their predecessors, and mentjon 
is frequently made in the books of Joshua, Samuel, 
&c., of cities and towns, it does not appear that Saul, 
the first king of Israel, had any fixed residence ; and 
although domestic building may have made some 
progress, the most obvious uses of public architecture 
bad not as yet taxed the energies or ingenuity of the 
people ; since David was perhaps not more settled 
than Saul till the latter end of his reign, when he 
built himself n house of cedar, and reproached 
himself that he suffered the nrk of the Lord to be 
without a fixed place of abode, it being sometimes in 
a private house and sometimes in a tent, AVhen at 
length a magnificent temple was built for its recep- 
tion, native talent had nothing to do with it, but 
foreign artists were called in ; and as the Phccnicians 
were said by Lucian to have built in the Egyptian 
style, the early predilectiona of the Jews were gra- 
tified. As far aa can be understood from tlic dcscrip- 
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,u.V->. iv-il-iy. -^v .iii.Ll.,:y. wc [uay b-e warnmt^-I 
:» M,'T..;:u -i.i: rhc TjI:, .'r iii .(lu.is which .i-c 'u.- 
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Thus I think a strong caae haa been made out of 
jiroGt tor His Highneaa tlic Sultaa ; and in addition 
to these advantages to be derived by the opening 
of communication by the proposed ship-canal, are 
tlie facilitiea it would afford hia subjects in 
making their pilgrimi^e to Mekka. The Syrian 
HadJ, wliich collects all tlie pilgrims of the East, and 
has its rendezvous at Damascus, might embark at 
some port nearest to it, on the new gulf; whence 
they could be conveyed in st«amers, fitted for the 
purpose, to their destinnlion, instead of having a 
toilsome and dangerous march of six weeks through 
an inliospitahle desert They would be brought 
back in the same way. The only thing to be ad- 
vanced against this method of performing a pilgrim- 
age would be, that, by depriving it of hardship and 
romance, all the merit is also abstracted ; so that the 
practice itself may fall into desuetude, whicli indeed 
• has, I believe, already commencei.1. This is not to be 
regretted ; inasmuch as, like every other improvement 
in the facilities of intercourse, it will be a death-blow 
to fanaticism. 

In like manner a fiteamer might ply between 
Jerusalem and the head of the new gulf, for the 
benefit of Christian pilgrima ; who would then be 
able to bathe in the pure waters of the Jordan near 
their source at the foot of Mount Hermon ; not con> 
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lion of thi*^^ 



, as it DOW is, hy ihe reception of the' 
HJerooax, Jsbba!:, and other mull torreiit>, w&ali- 
ing down tike adea of tlie lunutatD ranges border- 
ing the Gbor, As tbc identic&I spot where our 
SaTiour VMS baptized by John is unknown, Gr««ks 
believing in one spot, and Latins being as finnlj 
coHTinced that another is the true place, other aod 
minor divisions of Christians are obliged to yield 
to the most influential, or to the fiat of the 
Turkish commander of the liadj ; otherwise, if 
they were consulted, there would be as many u 
there are different sectfl ; bo that the true and only 
efBcacious place for consununating the grand object 
of the pilgrim's life would be as much multiplied 
M is the True Cross. Therefore it would be an 
ndvuntiigc to all to point out the undeniabiy pure 
Jurdiin at its source, and to give them the means of 
going thitlicr, 

By the accoimtA of all travellers the bcautirul^ 
region liero spoken of cast of Jordan has lost I 
none of its fertility, though there are none 
tnko advantage of it except llic nomitd tribes, who ] 
wutidiT among its rich pastures. The proposed I 
euiiiil wimld give easy access to it; and the pcrmis- 1 
aloii and bletising of Almighty God being vouchsafe 

r become the moana of enabling tliousande upoa'l 
I to enjoy the gooil things which He wV 
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beneficently and abundaotly provides. Without sucli 
Bonction, it is manifest, that this, and no other projeot 
can prosper ; affecting, aa it will do, lands and con- 
ditions about which He has deigned to express Hie 
will. But when the end is such as to promote the 
good of our fellow -creatures, and to spread. If pos- 
sible, the knowledge of His Holy Word, it may well 
justify the att^impt. The result is in His hands. 

In order to ensure the success of tlie project, as 
far OB human means can conduce to it, we must 
first obtain a thorough knowledge of the localities 
by careful survey ' ; and if the execution of it be 
found practicable, then the sanction of the Ottoman 
government must be sought. In the present state of 
feeling with regard to the western powers — those 



' I propoiod, in the «iDl«r 18S3-4, to go uii] »vrtej tliem, 
if Her Majpslj's govemmCDt would have granted me the 
Buiatance of nn engineer officer ; and Captain Collioson, R.E., 
very liandBumelj oflercd to accompany mc, proTided tlie 
gOTernmeiit would poy hh bare eipeniet. My lorda of the 
Trensiirj, however, though " appreeiating mj motires, did not 
feci justiiicd in acceding to nj retjueit" 

I preaume it wa» foreseen that the service* of every engineer 
officer would soon be re<iuirc(I ; othcrwiie, it was a small iLing 
to ask of the country for ■ great national advantage ; or, at all 
events, for an kitercsling point in physical geography, for which 
I was desirous of giving my own services gratis. The American 
government sent an expedition, at great exfCOtt, to ntyej the 
Jordan, without any ulterior object. 
VOL. L A A 
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in fact most concerned in the success of it — we 
may presume that this would not be difficult ; espe- 
cially if, while they have the gratification of feeling 
that by such concession to the requirements of com- 
merce and civilisation they are paying one instalment 
of the deep debt of gratitude they owe us for having 
assisted, as we may hope effectually, in arresting the 
progress of an aggressor who, with his rapid advance, 
required but one or two more strides to enable him 
to trample on his victim; and also for having by 
moral aid and countenance so raised the almost 
despairing spirit of the Turks to self-respect and 
confidence, as to enable them, almost single-handed, 
to repel the invader, and show that they have vitality 
enough for an onward course among civilised nations. 
Moreover, this feeling may be considerably strength- 
ened by material guaranteeSy in the shape of either 
a good round sum, or an annual fixed revenue to be 
derived from tolls, or otherwise, on ships passing 
through the strait, &c. 

The project being for the benefit of all nations, 
it would, we may expect, enlist the sympathy and 
assistance, or at all events the countenance, of all. 
But as the principal benefit to be derived would be 
by Turkey, France, and England, it should be placed 
under their joint protection. 
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At the two extremities of the canal — namely, 
Kaiffa on the Mediterranean, and at Akaboh, where 
it communicates with the Red Sea, — very strong 
fortifications should be erected, which might be 
defended by mixed garrisons; that is, French and 
Turks at one end, Engliaii and Turks at tlie other. 
I have been informed that there are strong poli- 
tical objections to the construction of a canal which 
might bo considered aa another Dardanelles, the 
custody of which has been a source of so much 
uneasiness to the Turks, that they arc not desi- 
rous of having another such charge; nevertheless, 
it appears by the public piints, both the Pacha of 
Egypt and the Sultan have granted concessions to 
French projcctora for the long-proposed plan of a 
canal through the Isthmna of Suez. 

As far as England is concerned, so long as we can 
retain our power as a maritime nation, our Indian 
possessions will not be endangered by a shorter 
means of communication. 

This question has frequently been put to me : 
■SVliat advantage would a canal by the Dead Sea have 
over that by Suez, bo strongly advocated by Mr. Ll- 
nant? It appears to me to admit of very conclusive 
answers ; but, before entering upon that part of the 
subject, it may be well to remove the popular but 
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erroneous impression, of the difference of level 
between the Mediterranean and Bed Seas. 

In 1799, during the occupation of Egypt bj the 
armies of France, her goyemment profited by the 
opportunity, as is well known, to make scientific 
examinations on the many points of interest in that 
wonderful country. For this purpose parties, well 
qualified in their respective departments, were 
attached to the expedition. 

One of the principal objects of the staff of 
engineers was to examine the course of the ancient 
canal, which has been described by historians, from 
Herodotus downwards to the Arabians, as having 
formed a communication between the Red Sea and 
the Nile. This they traced from the river at 
Bubastis, through the Wady Tournil&t, to the Bitter 
Lakes and to the Gulf of Suez. 

Another point of great interest was the difference 
of level between the two seas; which had been 
loosely asserted by ancient authors ^ to be such, that 
there was danger of inundating Egypt by letting 
in the waters of the Red Sea. 

Strabo had more correct knowledge of the subject. 
He says (book xvii.) the canal was begun by Sesos- 

* Aristotle, Diod, Siculus, Pliny. 
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Iris before the Trojan war ; cuntioueil, and tliea 
abandoDcd, by Dariua, because he was errotieoualy 
informed that the K«d Sea waa at a higher level 
than the Mediterranean. He also makes the im- 
portant remark, that the lakea, which were previously 
bitter, became sweet by the introductioa of the 
waters of the Nile- In bis time they produced ex- 
cellent fish, and abounded in aquatic birds. 

The truth appears to be', that, — 

The canal from the Nile to the Red Sea was 
begun during the Pharoalie, either by Sesoetris 
(b.(;. 1840), or by Paammeticus (n.c. 660), or by bis 
son Necho (b. c. 610> 

It was continued by Darius, eon of Hyeta^ped, 
Bucceseor of Cambysea (b.c. 510); who probably 
finished it, according to Herodotus, who wrote, ami 
visited Egypt, fifty or sixty years afterwards 

It certainly was finished, and was put in opera- 
tion by Ptolemy Philadelphos (d. C. 2G0) as far aa 
the Red Sta; with which it communicated by 
means of locks (Curipua); and eo existed in Strabo'a 
time, a few yeara only before the ClmstJan era. 

It was cleansed in the time of the Bomiin cm- 



' Socu-i£ d'£ludc« de I'liUmie de Suez. Tntsux de U 
Brigade Fruiquic, p. 73. 
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perors, and by the caliphs of Egypt ; but was finally 
closed in the year A. d. 775. 

From the researches of Mr. B. Stephenson and 
the reasonings of JVIiss Fanny Corbaux, it would ap- 
pear that the obstructions which were found to inter- 
fere with navigation at various times^ are not to be 
attributed to deposits of the Nile in the canal ; but 
to a gradual upheaving of the land, which '* tilted " 
up all the region of the northern part of the Gulf of 
Suez and the Bitter Lakes, but which impediments 
could not have been known in those days.^ 

The operations of the French savans of 1799 
were carried on imder great disadvantages. Their 
result gave the Red Sea a difference of very nearly 
thirty feet above the ^Mediterranean ; tlius agreeing 
with the ancient authors, by whom they were pos- 
sibly misled. 

The idea of a ship communication having recently 
revived, a society of Euroi)ean engineers was formed 
for the purpose of making fresh examinations of the 
locality. While our own celebrated Robert Ste- 
phenson and Signer Negrelli surveyed the shores 
of the two seas, M. Bourdaloue, with a staff of 
engineers, took levels along the Wady Toumilat, 
through which the ancient canal passed, and be- 

^ Appendix, G. 1. 
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I tveea the points nearest in a straight line acrosa the 
f isthmus, VIZ. at Suez and at Tineh. 

M. Bounkloue found that the mean level of the 

I Red Sea is at the utmost only eighty centimetres, or 

I a little more than two and a half feet (2-625 ft.)', 

higher than the Mediterranean. This is so small a 

quantity, in a distance of more than seventy miles, 

that it may be considered aa destroying at once the 

I principal facility on which Linaut calculated ; namely, 

, that such a fall as thirty feet would have created a 

current strong enough to have kept the canal free 

from sand, &c. ; but there would be no current. 

Now, with respect to the comparative advantages 
or difficulties between the two linos: that by the 
Dead Sea has an undoubted fall of 1300 feet, 
r more tliau forty tunes that which M. Linaut 
— not being aware at tlrnt time of the equality of 
the levels — erroneouslj* calculated on. Thus, a com- 
munication once established between tlie two seas and 
the Dead Sea, tlie current would carry off all the 
earth (previously loosened by blasting), whereas, the 
canal of the isthmus would hnvc to be wholly dug 
out and carried away, a process involving an enor- 
mous iucreaee of expense and labour ; white the 
increased aurfoce of the Dead Sea would evaporate 
■ Soci^t^ d'^tudes. 
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80 much water, that a constant current would flow 
in from either end as compensation, and would be 
sufficient to keep the canab clear. 

Another fatal obstacle to the canal of the isthmus, 
is the shallowness o^ the sea at either end. So that 
at Tineh it would require to be dug, and protected 
by jetties very nearly as far from the shore as Ave 
miles, in order to reach a depth of about five fathoms; 
which depth would be necessary for the navigation 
of ships of all classes. In addition to which, it would 
not be safe, in such an exposed situation as the Bay 
of Tineh, to be without a harbour of refuge or a 
breakwater across the narrow entrance of a canal 
such as was proposed, with long straight jetties. 
"Whereas, on the other line, the five-fathom line is 
only 600 yards from the bottom of the Bay of Acre, 
and is sheltered from south-west winds by the pro- 
montory of CarmeL At the south end, four, five, 
and six fathoms are found at less than half a mile 
from the head of the Gulf of Akabah ; and, at less 
than two miles, there are no soundings with ninety 
fathoms. Although the winds are strong in the gulf, 
they most frequently blow down it ; so that access to 
the entrance of the canal would not be dangerous at 
this end. It is very probable that the cause of these 
sudden and violent winds lies in the depression of 
the Ghors ; and if they were filled to the level of the 
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gu]f, it would be removed, and the JElanitic might 
become a calm sea. 

It was navigated in ancient times, aa by Solomon. 
In the middle ages also, as the citadel of Ailah on a 
little inland was besieged by ahlpa unsucocssfully, in 
1182, by Hainald of Chatillon." 

In tlic lie de Graie, near the head of the Gulf of 
Akabah, M. Laborde ahowa on the plan a deep piece 
of water, about 250 feet in length and 58 in breadth. 
Into which the aea enters in bad weather. By cut- 
ting a channel into it, this might be made use of as 
a small harbour. It waa formerly occupied, a^ he 
■hows many ruins; among others, the walls of a 
|ialacc, or probably acropolis ; and many of tlie biiild- 
tngs in tolerable preservation. He does not give the 
depth of tlie water, but eays, " Lorsque I'lle servjut 
de port de conatructioD, cette plage dcvait offrir un 
obanlier excellent. " Dr. Milman * euunierates five 
eommerciol lines of communication with the richett 
'pirta of tlic then known world, which centred in 
Polest'uie during the reign of Solomon. Of these 
the moat important branch was the tuaritimo trade 
by the Red Sea, through the Gulf of Akabah, where 
Solomon built or improved the towna and port<i of 
£lutli and Ezion-geber. 

"•Hi- Kea. p. 287. ' HUt. Jewi, v. i. p. iM. 
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CHAP. XIV, 

TORKS. 



Their Decadence. — Expected Dimolulion. — Receot Ener^. — 
Defenders of Order. — Original Kacc. — Mixture. — Ano- 
maly of Circossiiuis. — Turkish Propensities for Ww. — Their 
Virtuea and Vicea. — The Prospects of tbe Empire uid of 
iu componenl; ParU. — If tbe " Sick Mao sitould die," Uw 
Future of tbe released Nationalities considered. 

If the project suggested in tlie precetllng chapter 
had been proposed for a "go-a-head" country, as 
our cousins ncrose the Atlantic would say, it would 
have been commenced ere this, or the idea aban- 
doned on proof that it was not feasible. 

But, from the apathy of the Turks, little could bo 
expected beyond acquiescence and sanctioa for the 
enterprise of others, 

Iu a state of transition from torpor to a display 
of energy which may prove too much for their 
strength, little favour would be shown to tbe 
grandest schemes that have only prospective advan> 
tages to offer; yet some cxcuac they may adduce in 
pointing to the innumerable suggestions for the 
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amelioration of the empire which Franks, solicitoas 
for ita wclfELre, have poured iuto its arcliiveii ; bo that 
the Sublime Porte may be supposed to be aa well 
stocked with projects as a certain place is said to be 
vith good intentions. Another argument against 
the adoption of any of these, however good they 
may be, would be dictated by the belief which is said 
to be very geueral among these fatalists, which is, 
that they have run theu- career, and that Islam is 
doomed. Many believe that tJie time has arrived 
when the Cross shall prevail over the Crescent ; but 
only for a period. Therefore they are content to eit 
idly by and let eventu, over which they believe 
they can have no control, take their course. 

But it is said that " when things have fallen to 
their lowest |x)int, they must either rise or cease 
to exist." Such was apparently the condition of 
Turkey until the unprincipled despot who had long 
been looking for the last signs of vitality that he 
might pounce upon a prostrate and helpless victim, 
thought his time was come. But the burglar roused 
the watch, who did but slumber. He brought on tlic 
crisis, and, instead of " ceasing to exist," the jwwcr 
to rise has been manifested tu au extent ihnt has 
astonished even the most sanguine of the well-wishers 
of Turkey ; which, amid«t many vices, exhibits much 
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in the character of ita people that ennobles human 
nature ; only waiting a fitting opportunity and a 
healthy stimulus to bring about a rapid regeneration. 

I must confess^ that while I was in Turkey I was 
constantly wavering between the two opinions. The 
energy and forward tendency that were displayed at 
the capital had a fearful contrast in the collapse of 
the provinces ; and it appeared very doubtful to many 
as well as to me^ and impossible to some, that the 
heart could exert sufficient force to throw life-blood 
into the scattered and cankered members. Many 
thought that with their withering f&talism the 
Turks themselves foresaw their inevitable dissolution ; 
and that the efforts they made, with a melancholy 
acquiescence, were but in vain compliance with the 
strenuous exhortations of the enlightened and ener- 
getic British statesman, who, for so many years, has 
sought to uphold the integrity of their magnificent 
country. 

Constituted as the Turk appeared to be, the 
very advance that was making in civilisation seemed 
likely to hasten his destruction. For the adoption 
of the customs and inventions of the infidel might be 
expected to have the effect of undermining faith in 
the Koran ; and if so, that the loyalty to the Padishah, 
the commander of the Faithful, would be weakened ; 
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BO that when, in dt^fcnce of th»t Koran, he should 
unfurl the standard of tlic Prophet, few would have 
been the true believerB, and small the enlltusiasm, 
with which it would have been surrounded. 

The event has hitherto proved the contrary ; and 
ehows how hard it is to understand the Turk, who 
might well say " Bakallam I — We shall see." This 
invariable answer to the impatience of tliose who 
endeavoured to hasten his movements, led people to 
look on him merely as a passive cross-logged biped, 
whose only energy was exerted on his pipe. 

His latent powers might, however, be roused; 
and I Imve been surprised at the evident anxiety of 
the private soldier to attain precision in his exercise, 
whether drilled in a equad by his officer, or as an 
individual giving hinucff the word of command in 
the manual exercise, and repeating it with a stem 
resolve, till he fell the satisfaction of haring gained 
hia object, as if he bad a presentiment that the safety 
of the community depended on the courage and 
devotion of such as be. 

I have had several convincing proofs of the silent 
change whicli has long been ludcniiining the old 
fanaticism ; and even tho respect for order which has 
made its way to the lowest grades. I will mention 
two cases, which, though trifling in tbcmBelvce, be- 
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come of importance, when taken as a measure of the 
amount of progress. 

Till within these very few years no Christian 
was permitted to ride a horse in the holy city of 
Damascus; and, in spite of every degrading con- 
formity to which he was compelled, he was con- 
stantly in danger of insult, and even of injury. 
When I was there in 1850, not only was the ob- 
noxious prohibition removed — thanks to the spirited 
conduct of our consul, Mr. Wood, — so that we 
rode, as a matter of course, into the city, and 
everywhere about it; but I wandered alone, in 
search of the picturesque. On one occasion I was 
sketching a mosque at the extremity of a street; 
but was very much incommoded, as I might have 
been in England, and perhaps more so, not by any 
intentional rudeness or wish to impede my opera- 
tions, but simply from curiosity ; which induced the 
crowd, by which I was soon surrounded, to close 
in upon me in front, to look over my book, &c., 
thereby defeating their purpose as well as mine. I 
was going to give it up as hopeless — for they could 
not understand remonstrances, and soon forgot my 
impatient signs, — when a common soldier came 
that way. He, too, had his curiosity excited; but 
speedily seeing the dilemma, made the crowd open 
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out right and left, so as to leave a lane through 
wliich I might see my object, while my friend eat 
down by my side, and endeavoured, though in vain, 
to get up a conversation with me in the eweet 
Turkish language. 

The other caae wa^ at the village of the famous 
robber chief Abu Gush, near Jerusalem. I had re- 
mained behind my companions to examine a mined 
church. "VVlien I mounted my horec, a man took 
hold of the bridle, and aeked for bakshish ( a 
present, or charity). I had not the most remote 
idea that he intended to have recourse to more 
forcible means of persuasion than entreaty in order 
to obtain his end. But I began to be angry at 
hia impertinence, and had lifted up my riding- 
switch to threaten him, when a soldier, unseen by 
the fellow or by me, came round under my horse's 
neck, and with, not a mere stick, but a great stake, 
gave him such a blow as made him reel ; and be- 
fore he could recover himself, followed it by an- 
other, that scut him sprawling a distance of ten 
yards. I really thought lio had kiUed the man ; 
hut after awhile he rose and sneaked off, writh- 
ing with pain. 

My excuse for mentioning such trifling incidents 
will be found in the proof they aH'ord that 
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In jadging, therefore, of their capability for meeting 
the pending struggle, they must be viewed in a two- 
fold point. The great majority retain their hereditary 
love nf war and power of endurance, while their 
rulers have, it is to be hoped, become so far modified 
in their mental capacity, as to he able to lead the 
tnaesea in a better path. 

Most tmveUera go to Turkey with stereotyped 
denunciations of the vices of the Turks; some of 
which they have neither the opportunity nor the 
inclination to inquire into, and which it is to be 
hoped, and as I liave heard it asserted, are much ex- 
aggerated. Other observances or customs appear as 
grave errors, in the estinrntion of western morality, 
which have, however, been sanctioned by immemorial 
practice in the East, even in the patriarchal age. 
Among the lower classes polygamy is the cxcoption. 
The peasant is remarkable for hia tenderness and 
constancy to his wife ; who is, however, left by law 



relation between mind and mutter: — WUIIe tboCirca«ian is 
coniidercd to be the highest tjpe of bumkn nature, sad tber«- 
fore, in racb approach to phjBical perfection, we thoulil 
expect to find the highest menial development, whj is it lliat 
the indigcnotu races of the Caucuna have done nothing for 
the advanceincnt of mankind ? 
VOL. 1. B B 
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to his entire caprice. He has many excelleiit qu»- 
lities, which tend to counteract had habits.' 

The noble exertions made by Turkey, in tlie 
present gigantic struggle, merited eyiupathy, while 
the conjunction of a just cause, and the interests 
of civilisation, happily found the two most powerful 
and important nations of Europe resolved to onite 
in upholding her. Alone Turkey must have been 
overwhelmed by her rapacious enemy. But it is not 
enough that the aid of the Western powers, combined 
with her own gallantry, slioiild confirm her portion 
aniong nations ; it will be desirable she should be so 
placed that she may be able hereafter to maintain ber 
own independence, and to command respect. If her 
extraordinary efforts should prove too much for her 
strength, and should result in failure from sheer 
exhaustion, — or if it be true that certain diseases 
arc preying on her vitality, which must, at no distant 
period, cause dissolution, — a time will come when ehe 
may be required to measure alone, ber overtued 
strength with her pertinacious antagonist-, — unl«8^ 
indeed, the legitimate end of tliis war should hap- 
pily be attained, — so to cripple the aggressor, that 
his ambition may be quenched in the ncccasity 

' Sea a paper by the PrincCM Dclgiojoso, Bevuc dta deux _ 
Mondca, touc ix. p. 1036. 
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for recruiting his ovn sacrificed and exhausted 
country. 

In order to place Turkey beyond such a contin- 
gency, the wisest thing would be for her to follow 
up the liberal and enlightened course she has begun 
at the suggestion of her allies ; namely, to ameliorate 
the condition of all her rayah subjects by granting 
them such concessions and privileges, as will bind 
together, in a common interest, the scattered and 
heterogeneous members of the empire ; so that each 
may contribute to the strength of the whole, while 
following out their special interests. 

Not any of the component parts are yet snflScicntly 
advanced in numbers or intelligence to be able to 
stand alone in presence of powerfid and ambitious 
neighbours', but together they would make a very 
strong confederation with the Sublime Porte as the 
Bozcrain ; who should openly recognise for each the 
privilege of self-government, to the extent at least 
that ia now tacitly permitted. 

It is very probable that the concessions to rayohs 
here suggested may meet with great opposition from 
the fanatical portion of the Turkish people ; but tho 
germ of such an order of tilings has existed from 
die time wlicn all these now subject nations were 
overrun by Mohomedan coiKiuest. They who sub- 
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mittcd were left in a great measure in tlie enjoy- 
ment of their own laws, cuatoms, and religion, 
liaving only a certain tax laid on them. Thus in 
every comer and every fraction of the wide Turkiah 
empire there has been, with various modifications, an 
Imperium in imperio.^ 

The Armenians pursue their vampire occupations 
unmolested. The Greeks in most of the islands liave 
virtually the power of self-government ; and although 
they have bo frequently comi>laiued of the opproaeion 
of the Turks, it was in many cases witli littlffj 
cause, fl 

Even so near the capital as the villi^e of Tbeni- ' 
[lift on tlie Boephorus, they succeeded by their tai^ 
bulcnce and etlrontcry in getting rid of the almost 
nominal government of the Turks, and were allowed 
to elect their own Mudir, or governor, who is r^ 
spousiblc fur the collection of the email amount of 
taxes impoeed upon them. They have been qtuel 

' In the Bhort inti^rviU aincc these remu-ks were writtca 
mudi hw been doue Uirougli the wise couMeU of Irfwd Stratford 
de RcdclifTe. The ioiportuDt «tcp has been gained of odmitUM 
the tvatimoDy of Christiww, in casca of litigntion with TUrks. 
This is the cornerstone, and turning-point of the pixwperity of 
till.- rnjoh'tf nnlionutilies. Another grand move in Mlvanoe !• 
in the llulli SherJIT, recently promuigutcd, removing tlie ca- 
]>itatiiin tax, and rcquirinj;, oi compcneadon, ihat du 
*hould b« curoUed for llie diA-ncv of ihi- rnipiri:. 
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and prosperous ever eince ; and it is a pity tliey did 
not accomplish their reasonable objecta by more 
justifiable means. An cxtraoi-dinary instance of the 
toleration oi' the Turks exists in the Island of Cyprua, 
where the great majority of the population ia Greek, 
and all but Bell-govcmed ; and not only enjoy the 
public exercise of their religion unmolested, but it ib 
said that Turks and Greeks frequently intermany. 

By adopting the course here suggested the rights 
of the Sultan and his Turks would not be infringed 
on, but strengthened, and enhanced ; for, being the 
possessors of the soil, they must benefit by the 
prosperity of the rayahs, in the same way that a 
man, inheritiug barren acres on a seashore, on the 
tide of fashion setting in, suddenly becomes rich. 
Property in Turkey should be placed on a secure 
and intelligible footing. When these measures are 
fiilly adopted, the vast resourcefi of the finest 
countries in the world will be siieedily developed ; 
80 that if the causes should still operate which are 
said to be producing a steady diminution of the 
Turkish race, then, as this fadea, — as the "sick man" 
dies a peacciid and hoDOured death, — tlie emanci- 
pated and ennobled rayah nationalities will have ar- 
rived at such a point, that they will iiuictly assume tho 
i-overcigiity wlurh will have pu»se<l from thf defunct, 
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and at the aame time be in a position to defy t&e 
ambition of Russia ; tbongli it may be boped tliat she 
also, in emerging Scorn barbarism during the time 
tliat will haTC elapsed after her severe lesson, will 
onderetand and repudiate the flagitious dreams o£ 
the BomanoSa. 
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prlalag a eoMaUt* Btopavhr of Ike 4 
aad a TtauialatloB of us KpiaUas I 
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af CbMrea la iba Caaatry. New B^laa } 
aitb 40 W aa4c«u. Frp. Sra. price U, 
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